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THE 


PREFACE. 


LINY wey be corfidered in thefe 
Letters as writi:nge bis own me- 
gnoirs > every epifile is a kind of hilto- 
rical fketch, wherein we have a view 
of him in Jome firiking attitude, ether 
cf active or contemplative life. Ard 
tf That were his real defizn in their 
¢ublication, he could not, it fhould 

Jami bace taken a wore azrccable, 











nor, perhaps, a more modcft mme- 
tbod of tranfmitting himfelf to pofteri- 
ty. To enter therefore into a detail 
concerning bint, would be only antici- 
tating the Auther hime ard amaj- 
“ug the Reader with a copy, while the 
original fiands before bim. + Nothing 
Jeems requifite tò be-farther added to 
the fiece, than juft to mark the date : 
Puiny was born in the reign of Nero, 

about the cizht hundred and fifteen: 
year 





The 


year of Rome, and the fixty-fecond of 
the Chriftiax era. As to the time of 
his death, antiquity has given us no in- 
formation; but it is conjectured that 
be died either a little before, or foor 
after that excellent Prince, his admired 
Trajan; that is, about the year of 
Curist one hundred and fixteen. 


THE elegance of this Author s 
manner, adds force to the soft intee 
refting, at the fame time that it EA 
livens, the moft common Jubjects. Bur 
the polite and fpirited turn of thefe 
Letters, is by no means their principal 
recommendation: they receive a much 
higher value, as they exhibit one of the 
moft ariiable and artimating character: 
in all antiquity. Puiny’s whole life 
feems to have Geen employed in the ex- 
ercife of EVEry Generous ana Social af- 
feétion. To forward modef? merit, to 
encourage ingenious talents, to Gindi- 

CALE 
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cate oppre/s d innocence, are fome of the 
glorious purpofes ò which he devoted his 
power, his fortune, and his abilities. 
But how does he rife in our effeem and 
admiration, when we fee him exerting 
(with a grace that difcovers his huma- 
nity as well as his politenefs) the nobleft 
acts both of public and private munifi- 
cence, not fo much from the abundance 
of his wealth, as the wifdorm of his 
acconomy ! 

T HAT a celebrated ancient has 
obferved concerning the ftyle of the fa- 
wnous Grecian painter ‘Timanthes, zs 
extremely applicable to that of PLINY, 
ti.telligitur plus femper quam pingi- 
tur; Ais meaning is generally much 
fuller than his expreffior. This, as tt 
heightens the difficulty of his interpre- 
ter s tafk, fo it neceffarily gives great 
fcofe to an objcEfor. But in Drawing 
after thefe excellent maflers of antigui- 


ae 
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ty, the mof fuccefsful are only, pern- 
haps, the moft excuf ole; as thofe who 
have the trueft tafte of their works, 
will leaft expect to fee the ftrength and 
Spirit of them fully preferved in a Copy. 
This, however, is mot mentioned as 
claiming indulcence to any errors in the 
present attempt: on the contrary, they 
arewtllingly refined to juft correction. 
A true critic is a kind of cenfor in the 
republic of letters; and none who wip 
well to its interefs, would defire to Jup- 
prefs or reftrain his office. The tranfla- 
tor, at leaft, has received too much ad- 
vantage in the courfe of this perforim- 
ance, from the animadver fions of forme 
of the beft judges in both LaNUALCS, NOT- 
to value that enlightening art, where- 
ever it may ðe exertifed with the Jarne 
accurate and candid fpirit. 























ERRATA in the Firtt Volume. 


l. 5. for corn, re olde 

la Re for relat, Tere ans 

k 260. in note, for laid, 1e dain. 

in note, tr Cyr:zafia, Te Gymnafide 
ls x. for what, re witbe 

1.4. dele, ¢czetlLer. 

ls Ge Geile, tee 

ts 6. dele, che 

l. 1. in note, for Charlatens, re Charlataris 
J. 6. dele, Ejea 

1S. after r-:t:z.s, place 2 commas 
le tae Fores oa, aaee 
Lee for ght ay Feat easere ss 

le Dds Udi. FER 

le de IN. tes Srrer Sk. add whee 
lolt inmane for aff, To 25 

la 16. for ori rudy Ye SETET VEG. 


ERRATA in the Second Volume. 


Iss hs 


17. dele the note of interrogation, and place a full Rop» 
Pts Core Sys 

aO. de.e J. 

23. of the note, after refined, dele the full ftop, and place 
acomma. 

7. in the note, for circles, re Wilse 


- 


IS. after czes inier? rés 

6. dele ffiad. 

TAs for frasin m dobr ee 

iage Gele fory and read of- 

g. in note, after in:pyjy.d/z, add tære 
13. after cry add itce 

laft an note, fur flocking, r. flippers 
I. in note, for they, re the ccnjule 
22. for remcucd, re reformide 

19. for ratifying, re reftsrigge 

13, after Pil a dele th: commf#!, an@place a eoicn~ 


Lis Sr fact, re cffet. 
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OU have frequently preffed me to make a 
{feleét collection of my Letters (if in truth 


there be any which deferve a preference) and give 
them to the public. I have accordingly done fo; 
not indeed in their proper order of time, for I was 
otcaompliling a hiftory ; but juft as they prefented 

~-emfelves to my hands. And now what remains 
sut to wifh that neither you may have oceafion to 
repent of your advice, ndr I of my compliance è 
in that cafe, I may probably enquire after the reft, 
which at prefent lie neglected, and preferve thofe } 


fhall hereafter write. Farewel. 


Vex i. A GRET 
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LLT TTER Ik ZJARA US 


Foreee vour tourney hither is likely to be de- 

lived; and therefore fend vou the fpeech which 
I promifed in my former letter; requeftinge yoqi, 
as úu ual, to revite and correct it. I deéefire this the 
more earncitiy, as | was never, I think, animated 
with the tame warmth of zeal in any of my former 
compofitions; for I have endeavowred to irate 
your oki favourite Demofthenes, and Calvus who 
is lately become mine. When IL fav this, I mean 


only with refpeét to their manner; for, to catch 


their fublime ‘p:77f, 1s given alone toetne infprred 
fes My MmDject iek feemed narurally to lead 
mie to this (may i venture to call ic?) emulation? 
as it was, in general, of fuch a nature as demand- 
ed all the thunder of eloquence, even to a degree 
fuficient to have awakened (if it be poffible to 
awaken) that indclence inewhich I have long re- 
poted. I have not however neglected the ligfear 

eraces Of mv admired Dully, wherever I could 
mrt mropriety fter oit of my direct road to eh- 
oy 2 more Bowery path: for, it was warmtl 
fot wuleriv, af whew | amned. IL would, noe 
have you amacine by this, that I am befpeaking 
‘GOT linhdgence . on the contrary, to induce you to 


fos Tae Ceinolk lerer Of your ecriticilay, | 
i a6 i! eo ite 


. 
k a 


w at taet ier Hy friends nor my felf 





are 
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are averfe from the publication of this piece, if you 
Thould join with us in giving the fame partial vote. 
The truth is, as I muft publifh fomething, I with 
(and ’tis the with, I confefs, of indolence) it might 
be this performance rather than any other, merely 
becaufe it is already finifhed. At all events, how- 
ever, fomething I muft publifh, and for many reaa 
fons; chiefly, becaufe the traéts which I have al- 
ready fent into the world, though they have long 
fince loft all their recommendation from novelty, 
are ftill, I am told, in requeft; if, after all, the 
Bookfellers do not flatter me. And let them, fince 


by that innocent deceit I am encouraged to pur- 
fue my ftudies. Farewel. 














tree-walk, the cry{ftal Canal fo agreeably winding 
along its flowery banks, together with the charm- 








The city where Pliny was born: it ftill fubfifts, and is 
now called Uomo, fituated upon the lake Larius, or Lago di 
C'cmo, in the duchy of Milan. 


> The Lake Larius, upon the banks of which this villa was 
tuated. 








4 ITHE LETTERS Book f. 
the firm yet foft © Geftatio, the funny Bath, the 


public Saloon, the private Dining-room, and a 
the elegant apartments for repofe both at ê noon aad 
night ? Do thefe enjoy my friend, and divide his 
time with pleafing viciffitude ? Or do the affairs of 
the world, as ufual, call him frequently out frem 
this agreeable retreat ? If the fcene of your enjoy- 
ments lies. wholly there, you are happy : if not, 
you are under the common error of mankind. But 
eave, my friend (for certainly it is high time) the 
fordid purfuits of -life to others, and devote your~ 
felf, in this calm and undifturbed recefs, entirely 
to pleafures of the ftudious kind. Let thefe em-e 
ploy your idle as well as ferious hours ; let them 
be at once your bufinefs and your amufement, the 
fubjects of your waking and even fleeping thoughts = 
produce fomething that fhall be really and for ever 
your own. All your other poffeffions will pafs on 
from one mafter to another: this alone, when once- 
it is yours, will remain yours for ever. As I well 
Know the temper and genius of him to whom I ang 
addreffing myfelf, I muft exhort you to think a 
well of yeur abilities as they deferve: do juftice to 
thofe excellent galents you poffefs, and the world, 
Believe me, will certainly do {o too. Farewel. 
LET- 


© A piece of ground fet apart for the purpofe of exercifing ei- 
ther on horfeback, or in their vehicles ; it was generally conti- 
guous to their gardens, and laid out in the férm of a Circus. 
e ĉ It was cuftomary among the Romans to fleep in the middie 


ef the day, and they had apartments for that urpofe diftin® 
ftom their bedchambers. . 
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LETTER IV. Fə Pompera CLERINA. 


OU might perceive by my laft fhort letter, I 
had no occafion for yours to inform me of 
the various conveniencies you enjoy at your feveral 
illas. The elegant a-commodations which are to 
be found at ° Narnia, °Ucriculum,‘ Carfola, Perufia, 
particularly the pretty bath at Narnia, I am ex- 
tremely well acquainted with. The fact is, I have 
a property in every thing which belongs to you; 
and I know of no other difference between your 
houfe and my own, than that I am more carefully 
attended in the former than the latter. You may, 
periiaps, have occafion to make the fame obferva- 
tion in your turn, whenever you fhall give me 
your company here; which I wifh for, not only 
that you may partake of mine with the fame eafe 
and freedom that I do of yours, but to awaken the 
induftry of my domeftics, who are grown fome- 
what carelefs in their attendance upon me. A long 
caurfe of mild treatment is apt to wear out the 
impfeffions of awe in fervants; whereas new faces 
quicken their diligence, as they are generally more 
inclined to pleafe their mafter by attentions to his 
gueft, than to himfelf. Farewel. 

A 3 LET- 


2 Now called Narni, a city in Ombria, in the dutchy cf 
Spolete. 

b Otricoli, in the fame dutchy. 

€ Carfola, in the fame dutchy. 

å Perugia, in Tuícany. 
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THE LETTERS Book I 
LETTER V. To Voconius Romanus 


ID you ever fee a mare abject and mean- 
fpirited creature than F egulus has appeared 
fince the death of Domiti n; during whofe reigo 
his conduét was no lefs infamous, tho” more còn- 
cealed than under Nero’s? He has lately ex- 
preffed fome apprehenfions of my refentment: and 
indeed, he has reafon; for, I look ypon him with 
the utmoft indignation. He not only promoted 
the profecution agpainft Rufticus Arulenus, but 
exulted in his death; infomuch that he actually 
recited and publifhed a libel upon his memory, 
wherein he ftiles him, ‘the Stoics ape: adding, 
that “ he was “/figmated by the wound he re- 
<< ceived 


2 The impropriety of this expreffion in the original feems 
to lie in the word /igm2/um, which Regulus, probably, either 
coin’d through affe@tation, or ufed through ignorance. It isa 
word at leaft which does not occur in any author of authority : 
the tranilator has endeavoured therefore to preferve the fame 
fort of impropriety, by ufing an expreffion of the like un 
warranted ftamp. 

It is obfervable how careful the Romans were of preferving 
the purity of their language. It feems even to have been a 

oint whach they thought worthy the attention of the itate 
itfelf; for, we find the Cumeans not daring to make ufe of 
the Latin language i their public acts, without having firfe 
obtained leave in form * : And Tiberius himfelf would not 
hazard the word monopolium, in the fenate, without making an 
excufe for employing a foreign term ||. Seneca gives itas a cer- 
tain maxim, that wherever a general falfe tafte in ftile and ex- 
pre‘iion prevails, it 1s an infallible fign of a corruption of man- 
ners 11 that peop!e: a liberty of introducing obfolete words, or 
forming new ones, 1s a mark, he thinks, of an equal licentiouf- 
mefs of the moral kind +. Accordingly it is obferved, ț there is 
{carce 

> L'u. lh 4O Ce 4a p Sache in Tb. c 7t. Eps ry. } Sa--4. ee Hae. 
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ceived in the cawe of Virellius :”’ Tuch is the 
itrain of his noble eloquence ! He fell fo furtoufly 
upon the character of Herennius Senecio, who was 
capitally convicted pon the information of Merius 
Carus, that the latter -faid to him one day, Pray 
what bufine/s have yom with my dead men ? Did I 
ever interfere in the affair of Craffus, or Camerinus ? 
Thefe, you know, were victims to Regulus in Nero’s 
time. For thefe reafons he imagines I am highiy 
exafperated ; and therefore when he recited his laft 
piece, did not give me an inyitation, Befides, he 
has not forgotten, it feems, the dangerous inare he 
Once laid for me, when he and Į were pleading be- 
fore the °Centumviri. Rufticus had defired me to 
be counfel for Arionilla, Timon’s wife: Regulus 
was engaged againít her. In the courfe of my de- 
fence J f{trongly infifted upon a decree which had 
A4 been 


{carce more than eight or ten inftances of new words can be 
produced from the moit approved Roman writers, in the courte 
' of two or three centuries. It is poflible, however, a delicacy 
of this fort may be carried too fare and in fact we find tome 
of their beit writers complaining of the poverty of their lan- 
guage *; notwithitanding Tuilv has ventured to affert ig was 
more copious than the Greek +. 

> A teleét body of men who formed a court of judicature, 
called the Centumviral court. Their urifdiction extended 
chiefly, if not entirely, to queitions concerning wills and in- 
teitates eitates ; for, though Tully in his firit book de Oraiore, 
enumeratesgther points which came in quettion before them, 
yet Pitifcus f is of opinion (and with great probability) thax 
in latter times their bufinets was fingly confined to the cates 
frt mentioned ‘Their number, as appears by our author, 
amounted to 180. 

© dees eo Ne AAi a u ea yy Pewee Vie ee E fee De ae Ieee 
irh L b Mea De 
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been formerly made by the worthy Modeftus, at 
that time banifhed by Domitian. Now you fhall 
fee Regulus in his true colouts: ‘* Pray, fays ke, 
“* what are your fentiments f Modeftus ?” You 
will eafily judge how e remely hazardous it 
would have been to have anfwered in his favotir, 
and how infamous if I had done otherwife. But 
{ome guardian power, I am perfuaded, affifted 
me in this emergency. ‘“ I would tell you my 
<< fentiments, I faid, if that were a matter for the 
€ confideration of the Centumviri.”? Still he re- 
peated his queftion. I replied, “ It was not cuf- 
€ tomary to examine witneffes to the charaéter 
“ of a man after fentence had paffed upon him.” 
He prefied me a third time: “* J do not enquire, 
faid he, what you think of Modeftus in general; I 
only afk your opinion of bis Loyalty. Since you 
will have my fentiments then, I returned, Z think 
st illegal even to afk a queftion concerning a per- 
fon who fiands convitied. ‘This filenced him; and 
I was univerfally applauded and congratulated, 
that without wounding my character by an ad- 
vantapeous, perhaps, though ungenerous anfwer, 
I had not entangled myfeif in fo infidious a fnare. 
Regulus, confcious of this unworthy treatment, 
has folicited Coecilius Celer, and Fabius Juf- 
tus, to ufe their intereft to bring about a re- 
conciliation between us. And left this fhould 


fot be fufficient, he has applied alfo to Spurinna 
for 
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for the fame purpote; to whom he came in the 
humbleft manner ( or he is the moft abjeét crea- 
ture living, where h has any thing to fear) and 
intreated him to call upon me very early the next 
waorning, and endeavo by any means to {often 
my refentment; “ for, lays he, I can no longer 
<< fupport myfelf under this anxiety of mind.” 
Accordingly I was awakened the following day 
with a meflage from Spurinna, informing me that 


9 





he would wait upon me. I fent word back, I would 
call upon Him; however, both of us mutually fet- 
ting out to pay this vilit, we met under Livia’s Por- 
Jico. He acquainted me with the commiffion he 
had received from Reculus, and interceded for 
him, as became fo worthy a man in benalf of one of 
a very different character, without creatly prefiing 
the thing. I oucht not, I faid, to conceal from him 
the true ftate of the cafe, and after I fhould have 
informed him, I would leave it to hiunielf to con- 
Sider what anfwer was proper for me to return. 
‘<< Bus, I cannot pofitively, / added, determine any 
“<< thing till Mauricus*® (720 was then in exile) fhall 
<< return, by whofe fentiments I think myftlf obli- 
“<< sed to be entirely guid d in this affair.” A few 
days after Regulus met me as I was attending 
upon the Rretor, and calling me afide, faid, he 

was 


¢ Brother to Rufticus Aruletus, who had been put to death 
upon the information of this Regulas. 
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was afraid I deeply refented an expreffion he had 
once made ufe of in his repls to me and Sat tus 
Rufus, before the Centumv ri, to this purpofe: 
Rufus and that other, who Effects to rival Tully, 
and to defpife the elogue te of our age. I ar 
fwered, that now indeed l perceived he fpoke it 
with a {neer, fince he owned he meant it {o ; other- 
wife it might have pafied for a compliment. I was 
free to own, I faid, that I endeavoured to imitate 
Cicero, and was by no means contented with taking 
my example from modern eloquence; for, I looked 
upon it as a very abfurd thing not to copy the beft 
models of every kind. But, ** how happens it, 
continued J], “ that you who remember fo well 
« what paffed upon this occafion, fhould have for- 
<< gotten that other, when you pufhed me fo ftrong- 
« ly concerning the loyalty of Modeftus ??” Con- 
founded by this unexpected queftion, pale as he 
always is, he turned ftill paler. After a good 
deal of hefitation, he faid, it was not at me he 
aimed; it was only at Modeftus. Obferve now, I 
teicech you, the implacable fpirit of this fellow, 
who was not afhamed thus to confefs himfelf capa- 
ble of infultin® the unfortunate. But the reafon he 
gave in jultification of this infamous proceeding, 1$ 
piealant. “* Fie wrote,” aidhe, “ in a certain letter, 
“ which was read to Domitian, that I was the moft 
execrable of ail fCoundrels:’’ and the character 
Modeftus 


ec 
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Modéeftus gave of hrm, was the truth beyond all man- 
ner of controverfy. I tere, I think, I broke off the con- 
verfation, being defir us to referve to myfelf the h- 
berty of actingasIfho d feeproper when Mauricus 
returns. It isnoeafy m -ter, I well know, to deftroy 
Regulus; he is rich, and åt the head of a party; there 
are many with whom he has“ credit, and more that 

are 


¢ There feems to have been a caft of uncommon blacknefs 
in the charaéter of this Regulus ; otherwife the benevolent 
Pliny would fcarce have fingled him out, as he has in this and 
{fome following Letters, for the object of his warmeit contempt 
and indignation. Yet infamous as he appears to have been, 
he was not, i€? feems, without his flatterers and admirers; and 
a contemporary poet frequently reprefents him as one of the 
moft finifhed charaéters of the age, both in eloquence and 
virtue ; particularly in the following epigram occafioned 
by his efcape from an imminent danger. 


Itur ad Herculei gelidas qua Tiburis arces, 
Canaqgue fulphureis Albula fumat aquis ; 
Rura nemu/que facrum, dile€taque jugera Mufis, 
Sigzat wicina GuUartus ab urbe lapis : 
Hic rudis ativas predabat Porticus umbras 3 
Heu quam pæne novum Porticus aufa nefas § 
Ngon fubito collapfa ruit, cum mole Jub illa 
ig Geftatus bijugis Regulus effet equis. 
Nimirum timuit noftras Fortuna querelas, 
Que par tam magne non erat invidiæ. 
Nunc SS damna juvant ; funt ipja pericula tantis 
Stantia non poterant te&a progare, Deos. 


MART: Lib. 1. Ep. 43. 


Where leads the way to Tybur’s fhady tow’rs, 

And fnow-white Albula fulphureous pours, 

A villa itands, from Rome a little fpace ; 

And ev’ry mufe delights to haunt the place. 

Here once a Portic lent her cooling fhade ; 

Alas! how near to impious guilt betrav’d ! 
Sudden 
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are afraid of him: a paffion that will fometimes 
prevail even beyond Friendfh p itfelf. But after 
all, ties of this fort are not fo ftrong, but they 
may be loofened; and the popularity of a bad 
man is ‘no-more to be d pended upon than he is 
himfelf. However (to peat it again) I fhall 
do nothing in this affair till Mauricus returns. 
He is a man of found judgement and great fagacity, 
formed upon a long courfe of experience, and who 
from his obfervations on the paft, well knows 
how to judge of the future. I fhall confult wrth 
him, and think myfelf juftified either in purfuing 
or dropping this affair, as he fhall advife. In 
the mean while, I thought I owed this account to 


that 











Sudden it fell; what time the fteeds convey 

Safe from her nodding walls great Regulus away. 
To crufh that head not even Fortune dar’d, 

And the world’s general indignation fear’d. 

Bleft be the ruin, be the danger bleft ! 

The fanding pile had ne’er tte Gods confefl. 


But poets, efpecially needy ones, fuch as we know Martial 
was, are not generally the moft faithful painters in this way; and 
of the two copies of Regulus now before us, there can be no 
doubt whxch moft refembled the original. If antiquity had de- 
livered down tous mcre of thefe drawings of the fame perfon 
by different hand’, tHe truth of characters might be eafier af- 
certained, and many of thofe which we now wiew with high 
admiration, would-greatly fink, perhaps, in our efteem; as 
we muft have conceived a very favourable ideaof Regulus, if 
we had never feen his picture but from Nlartial’s pencil. Even 
Horace himfelf we find giving a very different ażr to his * Lok 
lius from -that in which he is reprefented by} Paterculus. 





Lib. 4. Od. -Q + -Lié. 2. -ho2. 
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that friendfhip which fubfifts between us, and gives 
you an undoubted ight to be informed not only 
of all my aétions, ball my defigns. Farewek 


LETTER VI. 


ee. yov will gh (and laugh you may} 
when I tell you that your old acquaintance is 
turned fport{man, and has taken three noble boars. 
What! (you will fay with aftonifhment) Pliny f=- 
Even be. Wowever I indulged: at the famè time 
my beloved inactivity, and whilft I fat at my nets, 
you would have found me, not with my fpear, 
but my pen by my fide. I mufed and wrote be- 
ing Yrefolved*if I returned with my hands empty, 
at leaft to come home with my papers full. Be- 
lieve me, this manner of ftudyirg is not to be de- 
fpifed: you cannot conceive how greatly exercife 
contributes to enliven. the imagination. There is, 
befides, fomething in the folemnity of the vene— 
gable woods with whith one is furrounded, toge- 











To CORNELIUS TACITUS, 



































ther with that profound * filence which is obferved 
on 





2 By the circumftance of fence here mentioned, as well as 
By the whole air of this letter, it is plain the hunting here re- 
commended was of a very different kindfrom® what is practifed 
amongft us. It is probable the wild boars were allured into 
their nets by fome kind of prey, with which they were 
baited, whilee the fportfman watched at a diftance in, 
filence and concealmént. amenna at leaft of this manner is 


here plainly implied, and is to be hinted. tq the 
iii Englith 
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on thefe occafions, that {trong! inclines the mind to 
meditation. For the future th refore let me advife 
you, whenever you hunt, to ake along with you 
your pencil and tablets, as w Il as your bafket and 
bottle: for be affured yoy will find Minerva as 
fond of traverfing the hil as Diana. Farewell. 








LETTER VII. To Octravirus Rurws. 


EE to what an exalted ftation you have 

raifed me! You have even invefted me with 
a fovereignty equal to that which Homer attributes 
to his mighty Jove: 





From heaven's imperial throne Jowe heard UR 


pray Tr, 
Part be admits, and fcatters part in air”. 








*Tis 





Enplifh reader, in order to his conceiving the propriety of 
Pliny’s fentiment, which otherwife muft feem abfurd. Thies 
perhaps was their ufual method of hunting in fummer ; as 
driving thefe animals into toils® by the affiftance of hounds, 
is mentioned by Horace as a winter exercife : 


~——Cum tonantis annus hibernus Jovis 
dgnbres nivefque comparat, 
J rudit acres hinc SF hinc multa cane 


Apros in øgbfiantes plagas. E pop. li. 


When rain and {nows appear, 

And wint’ry Jove loud thunders o’er the ygar, 
With hounds he drives into the toils 
The foaming boar. 









Mr.. FRANCI?» 





e Iliad. xvi. vór. 250. 
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*Tis thus with a no or a frown, I may grant or 
reject your petitiona I fee proper. To be ferious : 
as I am at liberty, think, to excufe myfelf to 
the * Beetici, efpeciall at your requeft, from being 
caunfel for them agaim a fingle individual; fo on 
the other hand, to oppame a whole province which 
I have long fince attached to me by many good 
offices, and fpared no pains to oblige even at the 
hazard of my own intereft, would be aéting in- 
confiftently with’ my honour, and that uniformity 
of conduét which I know you admire. I fhall fteer 
therefore in this affair a middle courfe, and of the 
alternative which you propofe to me, choofe that 
which will fatisfy your judgment, as well as your 
inclination. For I do not look upon myfelf obli- 
ged to confider fo much what you at prefent 
defire, as what a man of your worthy charaéter 
will always approve. I hope to be at Rome about 
the 15th of October, when we will join our united 
credit with Gallus in tonvincing him of the rea- 
fonablenefs of my offer. In the mean while you 
may affure him of my good difpofition towards 
him :; 























wwe —— the fire of men and gods, 
With gracious afpelt mild, compliance nods“. 
Fo 
> The people of Bztica, a part of Spain comprehending 


Andalufia and Granada. 
© Iliad. 3. Ww 518 
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For why fhould I not contin e to quote Homer’s 
verfes, fince you will not pu it in my power to 
quote any of yours? which yet I fo paffionately 
with for, that I queftion wh her I could withftand 
fuch a bribe, even to plead againft my own clients 
the good people of Ba ca.———I had almotit 
forgotten to mention (wh t however is of too much 
importance to be omitted) that I have received 
the excellent dates you fent me. ‘They are likely 
to prove very powerful rivals to my favourite figs 
and morells. Farewel. 




















LETTER VIII Tọ Pomperus SATURNINUS. 


Othing could be more feafonable than the 
letter I received from you, wherein you 
defire me to communicate to you fome of my 


compofitions : I was at that very time defigning to 
fend you one. Your requeft therefore has for- 


warded my intentions, and freed me from every 
thing that I had taapprehend either from your re- 
fufal of this trouble, or my fcruples to give it yau. 
Without hefitation then I make ufe of your offer ; 
as you muft now take the confequence of it with- 


out reluctance. But you muft not expect frem a 
man of my indolence any thing new. On the con- 
trary, I am going to intreat you to revife again the 
fpeech I made to my countrymen, when I dedi- 

cated 
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cated the public library which I founded for their 
ufe You have slready, I remember, obliged 
me with {fome gengral obfervations upon this 
piece : : I now beg c you, not only to take a 
yiew of it in the whole, but diftinétly to criticife 


it, with your ufual ac uracy, in all its parts. 
When you have corrected it, I fhall ftill be at ii- 
berty either to publifh or fupprefs it. The delay 
in the mean time will be attended with one of thefe 
advantages, that while we are deliberating whe- 
ther it is fit for the public view, a frequent revifal 
will either make it fo, or convince me that it ds 
not. Tho’ indeed the principal difficulty with 


me concerning the publication of this harangue, 
does not arife fo much from the compofition it- 


felf, as from the fubjeét, which has fomething in 
it, I fear, that will look like oftentation. For tho’ 
the ftile be ever fo plain and unornamented, yet 
as the occafion neceffarily led me to touch not only 
upon the munificence of my anceftors, but my own; 
my modefty will be greatly embarrafied. A dange- 
rous and flippery fituation this, even when one is 
led into it by the plea of neceffity! For if mankind 
are not very favourable to panegyric, even when 
¢lV¥en us by others; how much more difficult is it - 
to reconcile them to it when it is a tribute which 


we pay to ourfelves? Virtue, tho’ ftripped of all 
VOL. I. B CX~ 
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external advantages, is generall the object of en- 

vy, but particularly fo, when lory is her atten- 
dant; and the world is never o little difpofed to 
wreft and pervert your hon It aétions, as when 
they pafs unobferved and unapplauded. For 
thefe reafons I frequently afk myfelf, whethe:’ I 
fhould have compofed th s harangue, fuch as it is, 
merely for my own private ufe, or with a view 
alfo to the public; I am fenfible, what may be 
exceedingly ufeful and ‘proper in the profecution of 
any affair, may lofe all its grace and fitnefs the mo- 
ment the bufinefs is completed: for inftance, in 
the cafe before us, nothing could be maore ta my 
purpofe than to explain at large the motives of my 
intended bounty; for by this means I accuftomed 
my mind to generous fentiments ; grew more en- 
amour’d of the lovely forms by frequent attention 
to them, and guarded at the fame time againft 
that repentance which ufually attends a hafty exe- 
cution of liberalities not well confider’d. There 
arofe alfo a farther advantage from this methad, as 
it fixed in mea certain habitual contempt of mo- 
ney. Fer while mankind feem to be univerfally 
governed by ean annate paffion to accumulate 
wealth; the cultivation of a more generous affection 


in my own brea{ft, taught me to emancipate myfelf 


from the flavery of fo predominant a principle: and 
I though 
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ĮI thought my honef intentions would be the more 
meFitorious, as they fhould appear to proceed, not 
from a fudden ftart of munificence, but from the 
dictates of cool and deliberate reftection. I confi- 
dered, befides, the nature of my defign; I was not 
engaging myfelf to be at: the expence of exhibiting 
public games, but to eflablifh an annual fund for 
the fupport and education of ingenuous youths. 
The pleafures of the fenfes are fo far from wanting 
the oratorical arts to recommend them, that we ftand 
in need of all the powers of eloquence, to moderate 
and reftrain their influence. But to prevail with 
thoie who are capable of the office, to undertake 
with cheerfulnefs the difagreeable bufinefs of edu- 
cation; it is necefflary to apply, in the moft artful 
manner, not only to their intereft, but their paffi- 
ons. If Phyficians find it expedient to ufe the 
moft infinuating addrefs in recommending to their 
patients a wholfome, tho’ perhaps unpleafant re- 
gimen; how much more occafion had fe to ex- 
ert alkthe powers of perfuafion, who out of regard 
to the public welfare, was endeavouring to reconcile 
it to a moft ufeful, tho’ not very popular bene- 
faction ? particularly, as my atm was to recom- 
lend an inftitution calculated folely for the be- 
nefit of thofe who were parents, to men who had 
no children; and to perfuade the greater number 
p tiently to wait for and endeavour to deferve 

B 2 an 
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Baok I., 


an honour, of which a few omly could partake. 
But as at that time, when I attempted to explein 
and inforce the defign and benefit of my inftitu- 
tion, I confidered more the general good of my 
country-men, than any reputation which might ree 
fult to myfelf; fo I am apprehenfive if I fhodld 
publifh this piece, it will ftem as if I had a view 
rather to my own glory, than to the benefit of 
others. I am very fenfible how much nobler it is 
to place the reward of virtue in the filent approba- 
tion of one’s own breaft, than in the applaufe of 
the world. Fame ought to be the confequence, 
not the motive of our actions; and tho’ it fhould 
happen not to attend the worthy deed, yet is it by 
no means the lefs meritorious for having miffed 
the applaufe it deferved. But the world is apt 
to fufpect that thofe who celebrate their own 
beneficent aéts, performed them for no other 
motive than to have the pleafure of extolling 
them. ‘Thus the fplendour of an aétion which 
would have fhone out in full luftre if related 
by another, vanifhes and dies away when it be- 
comes the fubject of your own applaufe. Such 
is the difpofiti6n af mankind, if they cannot blaft 
the action, they will cenfure the vanity ; and wh® 
ther you do what does not deferve particular 
notice, or fet forth yourfelf what does, either 
way you incur reproach. In my own cafe, there 

4 a peculiar 
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a peculiar circumft nce that weighs with me: This 
{peech was pronounced not before the people, but 
the* Decurii; not in the Forum, but the Senate ; 
I doubt therefore it will appear inconfiftent that I, 
who when I delivered it, feemed to endeavour to 
a¥oid popular applaufe, fhould now, by publifhing 
this performance, appea to court it: that I, who 
was fo fcrupulous as not to admit even thofe per- 
fons to be prefent when I pronounced this difcourfe, 
who were interefted in my benefaétion, left it might 
be fufpected I was actuated in this affair by any am- 
bitious views; fhould now feem to folicit admuira- 
tron by forwardly difplaying it to fuch as have no 
other concern in my munificence than the benefit of 
example. Thefe are the fcruples which have occa- 
fioned my delaying to give this piece to the pub- 
lic; but I fubmit them entirely to your judgment, 
which I fhall ever efteem as a fufficient fanction of 
my conduct. Farewel. 
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The Decurii were a fort of Senators in the municipal 
or corporate cities of Italy. 
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LETTER IX. Zo MinvutTtius FunpDanws. 





HEWN one confiders how the time paffes at 
Rome, one cannot but be furprized, that 
take any fingle day, and it either is, or at leaft 
feems to be fpent reafonably enough; and yet, updn 
cafting up the whole fum, the amount will appear 
quite otherwife. Afk any one how he has been 
employed to-day? he will tell you, perhaps, “ I 
‘© have been at the ceremony of invefting the man- 
<< Jy * robe; this friend invited me to a wedding ; 
‘© that defired me to attend the hearing of his caufe; 
«< one begged me to be witnefs to his will; an8- 
“© ther called me to a confultation.”’ Thefe are offi- 
ces which feem, while one is engaged in them, ex- 
tremely neceffary; and yet, when in the filence of 
retirement, we look back upon the many hours thus 
employed, we cannot but condemn them as folemn 
impertinences. At fuch a feafon one is apt to re- 
flect, How much of my life has been [pent in trifles ! 
At leaft it is a refleétion which frequently ¢gmes 
acrofs me at Laurentum, after I have been employ- 
ing myfelf in my ftudies, or even in the necefflary 
care of the animal machine; (for the body muft be 


repaifed 




















2 The Roman youths at the age of feventeen changed 
their habit, and took up the Yoga wirilis, or Manly gown, 
upon which occafion they were conducted hy the friends af 
the family with great ceremony either into the Forum of 
Capitol, and there invefted with this new robe. 
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repaired and fuppo-ted, if we would preferve the 
mind in ail its vigour.) In that peaceful retreat, I 
neither hear nor {peak any thing of which I have 
occafion to repent. I fuffer none to repeat to me 
the whifpers of mahce; nor do I cenfure any man, 
unlefs myfelf, when I am diffatisfied with my com- 
pofitions. There I live undifturbed by rumour, and 
free from the anxiou folicitudes of hope or fear, 
converfing only with myfelf and my books. True 
and genuine lifé! pleafing and honourable fepofe! 
More, perhaps, to be defired than employments of 
any kind! ‘Thou-folemn fea and folitary fhore, 
beft and moft retired fcene for contemplation, with 


how many noble thoughts have you infpired me ! 
Snatch then, my friend, as I have, the firft occa- 
fion of leaving the noify town with all its very emp- 
ty purfuits, and devote your days to ftudy, or even 
refign them to eafe; for, as my ingenious friend 
Attilius pleafantly faid, <€ It is better to have no- 
thing to do, than to be doing nothing.” Farewel 



































LETTER X. To Atrius CLEMENS 


F ever polite literature flourifhed at Rome, it 
certainly flourifhes now; of which I could give 
you many eminent inftances: I will content myfelf 
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perion in my youth, when I ferved in the army in 
Syria. I had an opportunity of converfing with 
him familiarly, and took fome pains to gain his af- 
fection: tho’ that indeed was nothing difficult, for he 
is exceedingly open to accefs, and actuated by thafe 
humane principles he profeffes to teach. I fheuld 
think myfelf extremely happy if I had as fully an- 
iwered the expectations he af that time conceived of 


me,as he exceeds every thyng I had imagined of him. 
But perhaps I admire his exceilefcies more now, 


than I did then, becaufe I underftand them better ; 
if I can with truth fay I underftand them yet. For 
as none but thofe who are fkill’d in Painting, Sta- 
tuary, or the plaftic art, can form a right judgment 
of any performance in thofe refpective modes of re- 
prefentation ; fo a man muft himfelf have made great 


advances in Philofophy, before he is capable of form- 
ing a juft opinion of a Philofopher. However, as far 


as I am qualified to determine, Euphrates is poffeffed 
of fo many fhining talents that he cannot failto ftrike 
the moft injudicious obferver. He reafons with much 
force, acutenefs and elegance, and frequently rifes 
into all the fublime and luxuriant eloquence of 
Plato. His ftile is rich and flowing, and at the fame 
time fo wonderfully fweet, that with a pleafing wie- 
lence he forces the attention of the moft unwilling 
hearer. His outward appearance is agreeable to all 


the reft; a fine ftature, a comely afpeét, long. 
hair, 
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hair, and a large filver beard : circumftances which, 
tha’ they may probably be thought trifling and ac- 
cidental, contribute however to gain him much re- 
verence. There is no affected negligence in his 
habit ; his countenance is grave, but not auftere ; 
and his approach commands refpeét without creat- 
ing awe. Djiftinguifhed as he is by the fanétity of 
his manners, he is na lefs fo by his polite and af- 
fable addrefs. He pints his eloquence againft the 
vices, not the ptrfans of mankind, and withdut fe- 
verity reclaims the wanderer from the paths of vir- 
tue. His exhortat ons fo captivate your attention, 
that you hang as it were upon his lips; and even 
after the he@rt is convinc’d, the ear ftill wifhes to 
liften to the harmonious reafoner. His family con- 
fifts of three children (two of which are fons) whom 
he educates with the utmoft care. His father-in- 
law Pompeius Julianus, as he greatly diftinguifhed 
himfelf in every other part of his life, fo particu- 
larly in this, that tho’ he was himfelf of the higheft 
rank in his province, yet among many confiderable 
competitors for his daughter, he preferred Euphra- 
tes, as firft in merit, tho’ not in dignity. But to 
dwell any longer upon thẹ virtues of a man, whofe 
canverlatign I am fo unfortunate as not to have 
lcifure fufl-ciently toenjoy ; what would it avail but 
to encreafe my regret? My time is wholly taken 
up in the exccution of a very honourable, indeed, 


but 
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but very troublefome employment ; in hearing 
caufes, anfwering petitions, paffing accounts, and 
writing letters; but letters, alas! where geniusehas 
no fhare. I fometimes complain to Euphrates (for 
I have leifure at leaft to complain) of thefe un- 


pleafing occupations. 





He endeavours to conrfort 





of the public, to hear and determine caufes, to ex- 
plain the laws, and adminifte] juftice, is a part, and 
the nobleft part too, of Philofophy ; as it 1s redu- 
cing to practice what her prof ffors teach in fpecu- 
lation. It may be fo: but that it is as agreeable 
as to fpend whole days in attending to his ufeful 
converfation—even bis rhetoric will never be able 
to convince me. I cannot therefore but ftrongly 
recommend it to you, who have leifure, the next 
time you come to Rome (and you will come, I 
dare fay, fo much the fooner) to take the benefit of 


his elegant and refined inftructions. I am not, you 
fee, in the number of thofe who envy others the 


happinefs they cannot fhare themfelves: on the 
contrary, it is a very fenfible pleafure to me, when 
I find my friends in poffeffion of an enjoyment 
from which I have the misfortune to be excluded. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER XI. To Fasivs Justus. 


¥ T is long fince I received a letter from you. 
You will alledge, perhaps, you have nothing to 
write: but let me have the fatisfaction at leaft of 
feeing it under your hand, or tell me in the 
good old ftile, Zf you are we'l, I am well. I fhall be 
contented even with hat as indeed that fingle 
circumftance from friend includes every thing. 
You may poffibly t ink I jeft: but believe me I 
am extremely in ear eft. In fhort, all I defire 1s, 
to know how it is with you; for I can no longer 
remain in this ignorance without the utmoft 
anxiety. Farewel. 

















LETTER XII. Zo CALESTRIUS TIRO. 


Have fuffered a moft fenfible Zo/s; if that 
word is fufficiently ftrong to exprefs the mif- 
fortune which has deprived me of fo excellent a 
man. Corellius Rufus is dead] and dead too by 
his own act! a circumftance of great aggravation 
to my affliction; as that fort of death which we 
cannot impute either to the courfe of nature, or 

irand of providence, is of all others the moft 
to be lamented. It affords fome confolation in the 
lofs of thofe friends whom difeafe fnatches from 
us, 
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us, that they fall by the general deftiny of mankind; 
but thofe who deftroy themfelves leave us under 
the inconfolable reflection that they had it in their 
power to have lived longer. ’Tis true Corellius 
had many inducements to be fond of life ; a blame- 
lefs confcience, high reputation, and great dignity, 
together with all the tender endearments of a wife, 
a daughter,a crandfon, and fitters; and amidft thefe 
confiderable pledges of happinefs, he had many and 
faithful friends. Still it muff be own’d he had the 
higheft reafon (which to a viie man will always 
have the force of the ftrongef obligation) to deter- 
mine him inthis refolution. He had iong laboured 
under fo tedious and painful a diftemper, that 
even thefe bleffings, great and valuable as they are, 
could not balance the evils he fuffered. In his 
thirty-third year, (as I have frequently heard him 
fay) he was feized with the gout in his feet. This 
diftemper he received from his father ; for difeafes, 
as well as poffeffions, are fometimes tranfmitted by 
mheritance. A life of abftinence and virtue had 
fomewhat broken the force of this diftemper 








while he had ftrength and youth to {trugele with 
it; as a M nly courage fupported him under 
the increafing weight of it in his old age. 
member in the reign of Domitian, I made him 
a vilt at his villa near Rome, where I found him 
uocer 
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under the moft incredible and undeferved tortures ; 
for the gout was now not only in his feet, but had 
{pread itfelf over his whole body. As foon as I 
entered his chamber, his fervants withdrew: for it 
was his conftant rule, never to fuffer them to be 
prefent when any very intimate friend was with him: 
he even carried it fo far as to difmifs his wife upon 
fuch occafions, tho’ wwrthy of the higheft confi- 
dence. Looking round about him, Do you know, 
(fays he) why I end re life under thefe cruel aego- 
nies ? Lt is with the hope that I may outlive, at 
leaft for one day, thdt villain*. And O ! ye Gods, 
had you given me firencth as you have given me 
refolutton, L would infallibly have that pleafure! 
Heaven heard his prayer, and having furvived that 
tyrant, and lived to fee liberty reftored, he broke 
thro” thofe other great, but now lefs forcible 
attachments to the world, fince he could leave it 
in poffeffion of fecurity and freedom. His malady 
increafed ; and as it now grew too violent to admit 
of any relief from temperance, he refolutely deter- 
mined to put an end to its uninterrupted attacks by 
an effort of heroifm. He had refufed all fuféenance 
during four days, when his wife Hifpulla fent our 
common friend Geminiusto me, with the melancho- 
ly news that he was refolved to die; and that fhe 

and 


Domitian, 
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and- her daughter having in vain joined in their 
moft tender perfuafions. to divert him from his. pur- 
pofe, the only hope they had now left was my 
endeayours tq reconcile him to life. I ran to his 
houfe with the utmoft precipitation. As I approach- 
ed it, I met a fecond mefienger from Hifpulla, 
who informed me there was. nothing to be hoped 
for, even from me, as he now feemed more in- 
flexible than ever in his. refolution. What con- 
firmed their fears was an exprdffion he made ufe of 
to his phyfician, who preffed him to take fome 
nourifhment : ’#7s refolved, he r plied : an expreffion. 
which as it raifed my admira ion of his greatnefs 
of foul ; fo it does my grief for the lofs of him. I 
am every moment reflecting what a valuable friend, 
what an excellent man I am deprived of. ‘That he 
was arrived to his fixty-feventh year, which 1s an age. 
even the ftrongeft feldom exceed, I well know ; that 
he is delivered from a life of continual pain ; that he 
left his family and (what he loved even more) his 
country in a flourifhing ítate ; all this I know Still 
L cannot forbear to lament him as if he had been 
in the prime and vigour of his days: and I lament 


him (fhall. I own my weaknefs ?) upon a private ac- 
count. For I have loft, oh ! my friend, Ishave loft the 
witnefs, the guide, and the director of my life! And 
to. confeís to you what I did to Calvifius in the firft 

2 tran{- 
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tranfport of my grief, I fadly fear, now that I am 
no longer under his eye, I fhall not keep fo ftrict 
a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to me 
therefore, I entreat you; not by telling me that 
be.was old, that be was infirm; all this I know; 
but by fupplying me with fome arguments that 
are uncommon and refiftlefs, that neither the com- 
merce of the world, nor the precepts of the philo- 
fophers can teach me For all that I have heard, 
and all that I have re d occur to me of themfelves, 


but all thefe are by far too weak to fupport me 
under fo heavy an affı ction. Farewell. 




















LETTER XIII. Zoe Socrus SENECIO. 


H IS year has proved extremely fertile in 
poetical productions: during the whole 
month of Aprl, fcarce a day has paffed wherein 
we have not been entertained with the recital of 
{fome poem. It is a pleafure to me to find, not- 
withftanding there feems to be fo little difpofition 
in the public to attend affemblies of this kind, thar 
the fciences {till flourtfh, and men of genius @re not 
drfcouraged from producing their performances. It 
is vifible, the greater part of the audience which 
is collected upon thefe occafions, come with reluc- 
tance ; loiter round the place of affembly, join in 


little parties of converfation, and-are perpetually 
fending: 
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fending to enquire whether the author has made 
his entrance, whether he has read the prefaco or 
whether he has almoft finifhed the piece. Then 
with an air of the greateft indifference, they juft 
look in and withdraw again; {fome by ftealth, 
and others with lefs ceremony. It was not thus in 
the time of our anceftors. It is reported that 
Claudius Czefar one day hearing a noife near his 
palace, enquired the occafion; and being inform- 
ed that Nonianus was reciting compofition of his, 
went immediately to the place and agreeably fur- 
prifed the author with his prefence. But now, were 
one to befpeak the company even of the moft Idle 
man living, and remind him of the appointment 
ever fo often, or ever fo long beforehand, either 
he would avoid it under pretence of forgetfulnefs, 
or if not, would look upon it as fo much time loft ; 
and for no other reafon, perhaps, but becaufe he 
had zot loft it. So much the rather do ¢hofe authors 
deferve our encouragement and applaufe, who have 
refolution to perfevere in their ftudies, and exhibit 
their performances, notwithftanding this indolence, 
or pride of their audience. For my own part, I 
{carce ever refufe to be prefent upon fuch occafions. 
Tho’ to fay truth, the authors have generally been 
my friends ; as indeed there are few men of ge- 
nius who are not. It is this has kept me in town 
longer than I intended. I am now however at 
libert 
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liberty to withdraw my retirement, and write 
fomething mytelf; but without any intentions of 
reciting in my turn. I would not have it tigught 
that L rather /ev¢t than gave my attendance; for in 
thefe, as in all other good offices, the obligation 
ceafes the moment you icem to expect a return. 


Farewel. 


LETTER XIV Zo Junius Mauricus:. 


YOU defire me to look out a hufband for 
your niece: it 13 with juftice you enjoin me 
that offere. You were a witnefs to the efteem and 
affeétion I bore that great man her father, and 
with what noble inftructions he formed my youth, 
and taught me to deferve thofe praifes he was 
pleafed to beftow upon me. Ycu could not 
give me then a more important, or more agreeable 
commiffion ; nor could I be employed in an office 
of higher honour, than that of choofing a young man 
worthy of being father of the grand-chiidren of Ruf- 
ticus Arulenus: a choice I fhouid be long in deter- 
mining if I were not acquainted with Minutius Atm’. 
lianus, who feems formed for our purpote. Fie loves 
me with all that warmth of affection which is utfual 
between young men of equal years (as inciced I 
have the advance of him but by very few) and re- 

Y Ots J, C veres 
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veres me at the fame time wi h all the deference due 
to age; and ina word, he is no lefs defirous to model 
himfelf by my inftruétions, than I was by thofe of 
yourfelfand your brother. He is a native of Brixia’, 
one of thofe provinces in Italy which ftill retains 
much of the frugal fimplicity and purity of ancient 
manners. He is the fon of Minutius Macrinus, 
whofe humble defires were fatisfied with {tanding at 
the head of the > Equeftrian order : for though he 
was nominated by Vefpafian among those whom 
that Prince dignified with th Praetorian office ; yet 
with a determined egreatnefs f mind, he conftantly 
preferred an elegant repofe, o the ambitious, fhall 
I call them, or honourable purfuits în whieh we in 
public life are engaged ? His grand-mother on the 
mother’s fide is Serrana Procula, of Padua: you are 
no ftranger to the character of its citizens; yet 
Serrana is looked upon, even among thefe people 
of correét manners, as an exemplary inftance of {trict 
virtue. Acilius, his uncle, is a man of fingular 
gravity, wifdom and integrity. In fhort, you will 
find nothing thfoughout his family unworthy of 
yours. Minutius himfelf has great vivacity, as 
well as application, together with a moft ami- 
able and becoming modefty. He has already, 


with much credit, paffed thro’ the offices of Quezi- 





tors 


* A town in the territories of Venice, now called Brefcia. 
» See page 45. note“. 
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tor, Tribune, and Pr etor; fo that you will be fpar- 
ed the trouble of foliciting for him thofe honourable 
employments. He has a genteel and florid coun- 
tenance, with a certain noble mien that fpeaks the 
man of diftincétion: advantages, I think, by no 
means to be flighted, and which I confider as the 
proper tribute to virgin innocence. I am doubt- 
ful whether I fhould add, that his father is very 
rich. When I contemplate the character of thofe 
who require a hufbana of my choofing, I knew it 
is unnecefflary to mertion wealth ; but when I re- 
fleét upon the prevailing manners of the age, and 
even the laws of kome, which rank aman ac- 
cording to his poffeffions, it certainly claims fome 
regard; and indeed in eftablifhments of this nı- 
ture, where children and many other circumftances 
are to be duly weighed, it 1s an article that well de- 
ferves to be taken into the account. You will be 
inclined perhaps to fufpect, that affection has had 
too great a {hare in the character I have been 
drawing, and that I have heightened it beyond the 
truth. But I will ftake all my credit, that you will 
find every thing far beyond what I have reprefented 
I confefs, indeed, I love Minutius (as he juftly de- 
ferves) with the warmth of a moft ardent affec- 
tion; but for that very reafon I would not afcribe 
more to his merit, than I know it will fupport. 
Farewel, 
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LETTER XV. To SErTITIUSs CLrarRus 


O W happened it, my friend, that you did 
not keep your engagement the other night 
to fup with me? But take notice, juftice is to be 
had, and I expect you fhall fully reimburfe me the 
expence I was at to treat you; which, let me tell 
you, was no {mall fum. I had prepared, you muft 
knoy, a lettuce apiece, three ° fnails, two eggs, and 
a barley cake, with fome fweet wine and ” fnow: the 
fnow moft certainly I fhall charge to your account, 
as a rarity that will not keep Befides all thefe cu- 


rious difhes, there were olives of Andalufia, gourds, 
fhalots, 








2 The Englifh reader may probably be furprized to find 
this article in Pliny’s philofophical bill of fare; it will not 
be improper therefore to inform him, that a difh of {nails 
was very cominon at a Roman table. The manner ufed to 
fatten them is related by fome very grave authors of anti- 
quity ; and Pliny the elder mentions one Fulvius Hirpinus 
who had ftudied that art wigh fo much fuccefs, that the 
fthells of fome of his fnails would contain about ten quarts. 
fH. N.1. 9. 56.] In fome parts of Switzerland this food is 
ftill in high repute. See Addifon’s Trav. 364. 
= b The Romans ufed fnow not only to cool their liquors, 
but thejr ftomachs after having inflamed themfelves with high 
eating: Niven rodunt, ays Seneca, jelatium flomachi æfluantis. 
[Ep.95.] ‘ris cuitom eftill prevails in Italy, efpecially 
at Naples, where (as Mr. Addifon obferves) they ‘€ drink 
<< very few liquors, not fo much as water, that have not laid 
<< in freyco, and every body from the higheit to the loweft 
«< makes ufe of it; infomuch that a fcarcity of fnow would 
<< raife a mutiny at Naples, as much as a dearth of corn ar 
‘s provifions in another country. ‘Trav. 185. 
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fhalots, and a hundr d other dainties equally fump- 
tuous.- You fhould likewife have been entertained 
eicner with an interlude, the rehearfal of a poem, or 
a piece of mufic, as you liked beft ; or (fuch was my 
liberality) with all three. But the luxurious de- 
licacies ‘ and Spanifh dancers of a certain — I 
know not who, were, it feems, more to your tafte. 
However I fhall have my revenge of you, depend 
upon it ;—in what manner, fhall at prefent be a fe- 
crot. Im good truth it was not kind, thus tqmor- 
tify your friend, I Fad almoft faid yourtelf ; — and 
upon fecond thoughts I do fay fo: for how agreeably 
fhould we have fpen: the evening, 1n laughing, tri- 
flings and deep fpeculation! You may fup, I con- 
fefs, at many places more fplendidly ; but you can 

C 3 be 


e Im tne original the difhes are fpecified, viz. ovfters, the 
matrices of ows, with a certain fea fhell-fifħh, prickly lixe a 
hedge-hog, called Echznus, all in the highe:t e‘timation among 
the Roman admirers of table-luxury ; as appears dy numberlefs 
paffages in the claffic writers. Our own country had the honour 
to os them with cyfters, which they fetched from Sand- 
avick - Montanus, mentioned by Juvenal, wa- to well fkilled 
in che fcience of ycod eating, that he could teil by the frit 
tafte whether they came from that coait: 


Circeis nata forert, an 
Lucrinum ad yy: ‘xu. Rupinove ed:ita funds 
O/7; ay Calichat primo cde prendere IGY Jli. 





Sat. iv. 140. 


He whether Circe’s rocx his oyfters bore, 
Or J.ucrine lake, or the Ratupian hiore, 
Bnew at üri? talic: 








Mr. Duke. 
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be treated no where, believe ine, with more uncon- 
{trained cheerfulnefs, mplicity and freedom : only 
make the experiment ; and if you do not ever after- 
wards prefer my table to any other, never favour 
me with your company again. Farewel. 


LETTER XVI. To Erucius. 


Conceived an affection for my friend Pompeius 
Saturninus, and admired his genius, even long 
efore I knew the extenfive variety of his talents : 
but he has now taken full and unreferved poffeffion 
of my whole heart. I have aeard him, in the un- 
premeditated as well as ftudied fpeech, plead with 
no lefs force and energy, than grace and elo- 
quence. He abounds with juft reflections; his 
periods are graceful and mayjeftic; his words har- 
monious, and ftamped with the mark of genuine 
antiquity. Thefe united qualities infinitely delight 
you, not only when you are carried along, if I may 
fo fay, with the refiftlefs flow of his charming and 
emphatical elocution, but alfo when confidered dif- 
tinctly.and apart from that advantage. Iam per- 
fuaded you will be of this opinion when you perufe 
his orations, and will not hefitate to place him in the 
fame rank with the antients, whom he fo happily 
emulates. But you will view him with ftill higher 


pleafure in the character of an hiftorian, in which his 
{th ¢ 
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{tile 1s both concife ana clear, both elegant and fub- 
lime; and the fame ftreneth of expreffion, though 
more compreffed, runs through his hiftorical ha- 
rangcues, which fo eminently diftinecuifhes and adorns 
his public orations. But thefe are not the whole of 
his excellencies ; he has compofed feveral poetical 
pieces in the manner of Calvus and Catullus. What 
{trokes of wit, what fweetnefs of numbers, what 
pointed fatire, and what touches of the tender paf- 
fon appear in his.werfes! in the mıdít of which he 
iometimes defignedly falls into an agreeable negli- 
gence in his metre, in the manner too of thofe ad- 
mired poets. He reid to me, the other day, fome 
letters which he affured me were written by his 
wife: I fancied I was hearing Plautus or Terence 
in profe. Whether they are that lady’s, (as he po- 
fitively affirms) or his own, which he abfolutely 
denies, he deferves equal applaufe ; either for writing 
fo politely himfelf, or for having fo highly improved 
and refined the genius cf his wife, wnom he married 
young and uninftructed. His works are ever in my 
hands; and I never fit down to tompofe any thing 
of my own, or to revife what I have already written 
or am in adifpofition to amufe myfelf, that Ido not 
conftantly take up this agreeabi author; and as 
often as I do fo, he is ftill new. Let me ftrongly 
recommend him to the fame degree of intimacy 
C 4 with 
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with you; nor be it any prejudice to his merit that 
he is a contemporary writer. Had he flourifhed in 
{ome former age, not only his works, but pictures 
and {tatues reprefenting his perfon would have been 
paffionately enquired after: fhall we then, from a 
fort of fatiety, and merely becaufe he 1s _ prefent 
among us, fuffer his talents to languifh and fade 
away unhonoured and unadmired? It is furely a 
very perverfe and envious difpofition, to look with 
indifference upon a man worthy of the higheft ap- 
probation, for no other reafon but becaufe we have 





it in our power to fee him, and to converfe with 
him, and not only to give him our applaufe. but 
to receive him into our friendfhip Farewel 


LETTER XVII. Fo CORNELIUS TITIANUsS. 






HE focial virtues have not yet quite forfaken 
. the world; and there are {till thofe whofe 
generous affection extends even to their departed 
friends. Titianus Capito has obtained the Em- 
peror’s permiffion to erect a ftatue in the Forum, 
to the late L. Syllanus. It is a truly laudable 
and noble application of princely favour to em- 
ploy it to fo generous a purpofe, and to exert one’s 
intereft for the glory of others. To diftinguith 
merit is, indeed, habitual to Capito: He has 


placed 





Book I. OF PLIN Y. 4I 


placed in his houfe (where he may fafely take 
that liberty * ) the ftatues of the Bruti, the Cafi, 
and the Catos; which he not only contemplates 
with incredible veneration, but has alfo celebrated 
the refpective actions of thofe great men in {fome 
excellent verfes. One may be very fure a man 
poffeffes great virtue himfelf, who thus admires 
it in others. Capito has by this means fecured 
to himfelf that immortality which he has beftow- 
ed on Syllanus; for, he who ereéts a ftatue ig the 
Roman Forum to a worthy character, receives 
as much honour, as he confers. Farewel. 


LETTER XVIII. Zo Suetonius TRAN- 


QUILLUS. 


7 OUR letter informs me that you are ex- 
tremely terrified by a dream; apprehending 
that it forebodes fome ill fuccefs to you in the 
caufe 





2 Suetonius informs us, that Caligula deftroy’d the ftatues 
of thofe illuftricus perfons which Auguitus had ereéteu in the 
Capitol ; and publifhed an edict, whereby he prohibited fta- 
tues to be raifed to any perfon in his life-time, unlefs by the 
emperor’s exprels permiffion. It is probable Pliny here al- 
ludes to a decree of this nature made by fome fucceeding 
empercr, perhaps Domitian, againit publickly erecting ftatues 
to thefe glorious afflertors of liberty. | 
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caufe you have undertaken o defend; and there- 
fore defire that I would get it adjourned for a few 
days, or at leaft to the next. This is a favour, you 
are fenfible, not very eafily obtained, but I will ufe 
all my intereft for that purpofe ; 








For dreams defcend from Fove*. Hom. 


In the mean while, it is very material ° for you to 
recolleét whether your dreams generally reprefent 
thiries as they afterwards fall out, or quite the re- 
verfe. But if I may judge of yours by one that 
happened to myfelf, you have nothing to fear; for, 
ac 








= Pope, [liad 1. 63. 

d Dreams were confidered from the earlieft antiquity as fa- 
cred admonitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen 
oracles were Gelivered in this manner, and even among the 
Jews we find feveral intimations conveyed to their prophets in 
the fame way. ‘The Romans in general were great obfervers 
of dreams, and Auguitus Cæfar 1s faid to have efcaped a very 
. imminent danger at the battle of Philippi, by quitting his 
tent in compliance with a dream of Antonius his phyfician . 
This is mentioned to obviate any prejudice againft Pliny, which 
mav arife in the mind of a reader unacquainted with the pre- 
vailing fentiments of the ancients upon this point, who might 
otherwife be furprized to find our author talk feriuufly upon 
a fubjeét of this nature. The truth is, as an eminent critic + 
“has obferved with great good-fenfe, there feems to be as much 
temerity in never giving credit to dreams, as there is fuper- 
ftition in alwa sdqing fo. << It appears to me, fays he, that 
<< the twe medium between thefe two extremes, is to treat 
«< them as we would a known lizr; we are fure he moft ufually 
«< relates falfehoods, however, nothing hinders but he may 
<< fometimes fpeak truth.’’ 








ge Z” al Alax. le Je Ce 7° 4 D acio, fus Flor. 2o Ep. Ze 
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it partends you will acquit yourfelf with great 
fuacefs. I had promifed to be counfel for Julius 
Paftor ; when I fancied in my fleep that my mo- 
ther-in-law came to me, and throwing herfelf at 
my feet, earneftly intreated me not to be concern- 
ed in the caufe. I was at that time a very young 
man; the cafe was to be argued in the four cen- 
tumviral courts ; my adverfaries were fome of the 
moft confiderable men in Rome, and particular 
favourites of Cæfar; any of which circumftarrces 
were fufficient, after fuch an inaufpicious dream, 
to have difcouraged me. Notwithitanding this, 
J engaged in the caufe, reflecting that, 








Withcut a fign, bis fword the brave man draws, 
And afks no omen, but his country’s caufe* s 


for I looked upon the promife I had given, to be 
as facred to me as my country, or, if that were 
poffible, more fo. The event happened as I 
wifhed ; and it was that very caufe which firft pro- 
cured me the favourable attenitian of the public, 
and threw open to me the gates of Fame. Confider 
then whether your dream, like that which I have 
related, may not pre-fignify fuccefs. But after 
all, perhaps, you will think it more fafe to purfue 
this cautious maxim: “ never do a thing of which 

cc you 

c dliad xii. 243. Pore. 
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you are in doust 2 
the interval I will confider of fome expedient, and 
endeavour that your caufe fhall be heard any day 
you like beft. In this refpeét you are in a better 
fituation than I was: the court of the Centumvirl, 





where I was to plead, adinits of no adjournment; 
whereas in that where your caule is to be heard, 
tho’ it is not caly to procure one, {till however it 
is poMble. Farewell. 


LETTER AIX. Je Romanwus FIRMUS. 


S you are my town’s-man, my fchool-fel- 





low, and the carlieft companion of my youth ! 
as there was the ftricteft friendfimp between my 
mother and uncle ard your father; (a happinefs 
which I allo enjoyed as far as the great inequa- 
lity of our ages would admit) can [| fail (thus 
biafs’d as I am towards your intereft by fo many 
ftrong and weighty reafons,) to contribute all in my 
power to the advancement of your honours? The 
rank you bear in our province as Decurio, is a 
proof that you are poffeffed at leaft of an * hundred 
thoufand 

2 Abcut Sccel. of our monev. The Sefterce was a Roman 
fiver coin, the value of which the moit accurate antiquarians 
bave tettled at i penny, 3 farchings and 3-4ths, making Troco 
ti be eg.al to SL. ts. sd. 5 but to avoid fractions in 
thi: pl.ce. and tnareughecut all the following calculations, a 


thoniand icierces are confidered as equivalent to only $1. 
Reel rice. 
a 
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thoufand fefterces; but that we may alfo have 
the fatisfaction of feeing you a Roman ° knight, I 
prefent to you three hundred thoufand‘, in order 
to make up the fum requifite to entitle you to 
that dignity. The long acquaintance we have had, 
leaves me no room to doubt you will ever be for- 
getful of this inftance of my friendfhip. And I 
know your difpofition much too well to think it 
neceffary to advife you to enjoy this honour with 
the modefty that becomes one who received it 
from me: for the advanced rank we pofiefs by the 
eood offices of a friend is a kind of facred truft, 
wherein we have bis judgment, as well as our own 
character, to maintain, and therefore to be guarded 
with the greater attention. 











LET- 


b c< The Equeftrian dignity, or that order of the Roman 
‘“ people which we commonly call Kuzights, had nothing in it 
< analoggus to any order of modern knighthood, but depend- 
«< ed entirely upon a valuation of their eftates; and every 
e€ citizen whofe entire fortunes amounted to 400,000 fei- 
‘* terces, that is, to 32291. of our money, was enr lled of 
<¢ courie in the lft of knights ; who were confidered as a 
<< middle order between the fenators and common people, 
s yet without any other diftinction than the privilege of 
< wearing a gold ring, which was the peculiar badge of 
*¢ their order.” Life of Tully, vol. 1. 3. in aos. 





© About 2400 1. fterling. 
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LETTER Ax. JoCoxxkenics Tacrrys. 


Have frequent debates with a learned and judi- 
cious perlon of my acquaintance, who admires 
nothing fo much in the eloquence of the bar as 
concifenefs. I agree with him, where the caufe 
will admit of this manner, it may be properly 
purfued ; but iniit, that to omit what is material 
to be mentioned, or only flightly to touch upon 
thofe points which fhould be ftronely inculcated, 
and impreffed on the minds of the audience, is 
in effect to defert the caule one has undertaken. In 
many cafes a copious manner of expreffion gives 

{treneth and weight to our ideas, which frequen 
fy make their effeét upon the mind, as iron does 
upon folid bodies, rather by repeated ftrokes than 
a fingle blow. In anfwer to this he ufually has 
recourfe to authorities; and produces Lyfias 
amongit the Grecians, together with Cato and the 
wo Gracchi among cur own countrymen, as in 
itances in favourcof the concife ftile. In -seturn, I 
narne Demofthenes, Æ fchines, Hvyperides, and ma- 
ny Ofners in oppofition to Lyfias; while I confront 
Cato and the Gracchf, with Cefar, Pollio, Ccelius, 
and above all Cicero, whofe longcff oration is ge- 
nerally efteemed the beft- It is in good Com- 
pofitions, as in every thine elle that is valuable ; 
6 rhe 
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the more there is of them, the better. You may 
obferve.in ftatues, baffo-relievos, pictures, and 
the bodies of men, and even in animals and trees, 
that nothing is more graceful than magnitude, if 
accompanied with proportion. ‘The fame holds 
true in pleading: and even in books, a large 
volume carries fomewhat of beauty and authority 
fn its very fize. My antagonift, who is extreme- 
ly dexterous at evading an argument, eludes all 
this, and much more which I ufuxlly urge to the 
fame purpofe, by infifting that thofe very perfons, 
upon whofe works I found my opinion, made 
confiderable additions to their orations when they 
publifhed them. This I deny ; and appeal to the 
narangues of numberiefs orators, particularly to 
thofe of Cicero for Murena and Varenus, where 
he feems to have given us little more than a ge- 
neral charge. Whence it appears, that many 
things which he enlarged upon at the time he de- 
livered thofe orations, were retrenched when he 
gave them tothe public. The fame excellent ora- 
tor informs us, that, agreeably t® the ancient cuf- 
tom which allowed only of one counfel on a fide, 
Cluentius had no other advocate but himfelf*; and 
he tells us farther, that he employed four whole 
days in defence of Cornelius: by which it plainly 
appears, that thofe orations which, when delivered 
at their full length, had neceffarily taken up fo much 

time 
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time at the bar, were greatly altered and ahridacd 
when he afterwards comprifed then: in a fined: vo- 
lume, tho’ } muft confcis indeed, a large one. Bit 
itis objected, there is a wide difference between 
good pleading and juft compofition. This opinion, 
I acknowledge, has had fome favourers, and it may 
be true; nevertheleis I am perfuaded (tho’ I may 
perhaps be miftaken) that, as it is poffible a pleac- 
ing may be well received by the audience, whic!. 
has not merit enough to recommend it to tke 
reader; fo a good oration cannot be a bad plead- 
ing: for the oration on paper is, in truth, the 
original and model of the fpeech that was pro- 
nounced. It is for this reafon we find in many of 
the beft orations extant, numberlefs expreiions 
which have the air of unpremceditated difcourfe; 
and even in thofe which we are fure were never 
{poken: as for inftance in the following paffage 
from the oration againft Verres,—** -f certain me- 
“<< chanic—what’s bis naime ? Ob, Pi obliged to ycu 
“<< for belping me toil: ves, I mean Poefycletus.” It 
cannot then be denied, that the nearer pproach 
a {peaker makes tò the rules of juft compofition, 
the more perfect he will be in his art; always 
fuppofing however, that he has the neceffary 
indulgence in point of time: forif he be lmited 
in that article, no blame can juftiy be fixed up- 
on the advocate, tho’ much cercazinly upon the 

iS judge. 
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judge. The fenfe of the laws, I am lure, is on 
my fide, which are by no means fparing of the 
O atots time: it is not brevity, but copiouinefs, 
a full reprefentation of every material circumftance, 
which they recommend. And how is it pofi- 
ble for an advocate to acquit himfelf of that duty, 
unlefs in the moft infignificant caufes, if he affect 

be concife ? Let me add what experience, tha 
unerring guide, has taught me. it has frequently 
b en my province to aét both as an advocate and 
a judge, and I have often alfo attended as an ° af- 
feflor. Upon thofe occafions, I have ever found the 
judgments of mankind are to be influenced by dif- 
ferent modes of application ; and that the flighteft 
csecamf{tances frequently produce the moft impor- 
tant confequences. There is fo vaft a variety in the 
difpofitions and underftandings of men, that they fel- 
dom agree in their opinions concerning any one point 
in debate before them ; or if they do, it is generally 
from the movement of different paffions. Befides, 
as every man naturally favours his own difcoveries, 
when he bears an argument urged which had before 
occurred to himitelf, he will certainly embrace it 
as extremely convincing. ‘The orator therefore 


VOL: I. D fhould 








3 The Prætor was amifted by ten affeffors, five of whom 
were fenators, and the reft Knights. With theie he was 
obliged to confult betore he pronounced fentence. 
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fhould fo adapt himfelf to his audience as to throw 
out fomething which every one of them in tyrn may 
receive and approve as conformable to his own pas- 
ticular fentiments. I remember when Regulus and 
I were concerned together in a caufe, he faid to me, 
You feem to think it neceffary to dwell upon every fingle. 
circumftance; whereas J always take aim at once at my 
adverfary’s throat, and there I clofely prefs him. (T 3 
true, he tenacioufly holds whatever part he has once 
fixed upon; but the misfortune is, he is extremely apt 
tô miftake the right place.) I anfwered, it might pol- 
fibly happen that what he called the threat, was in 
reality fome lefs vital part. As for myfelf, faid I, 
who do not pretend to dire¢ét my ain? with fo much 
certainty, I attack every part, and pufh at evtry 
opening ; in fhort, to ufe a vulgar proverb, J leave 
no frone unturned. As in agriculture, it is not my 
vineyards, or my woods alone, but my fields alfo 
that I cultivate; and (to purfue the allufion) as 
I do not content myfelf with fowing thofe fields 
with only one kind of grain, but employ feveral 
different forts; fo in my pleadings at the bar, I 
fcatter various arguments like fo many kinds of 
feed in crcer to reap from thence whatever may 
happen to take: for the difpofition of your judges 
is as precarious, and as little to be afcertained, as 
that of foils and feafons. I remember the comic 





writer 
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writer Eupolis mentians it in praife of that excel- 
lent orator Pericles, that 





On bis lips Perfuafion hung, 

Jind powerful Reafon rul’d his tongues 
Tbus he, alone, could boaft the art, 

To charm at once and fting the beart. 











But could Pericles, without the richeft variety of 
e preffion, and merely by force of the concife or the 
raid ftile, or both together (for they are extrefne- 
ly different) have exerted that charm and that fing 
of which the poet here fpeaks ? To delight and to 
perfuade requires time, and a great compafs of 
lancuape ; and to leave a fng in the minds of his 
audience, 1s an effeét not to be expeéted from an 
orator who flightly pufhes, but from him, and 
him only, who thrufts home and deep. Another 
> comic poet, fpeaking of the fame orator, fays, 





His mighty words like Jove’s own thunder roll; 
Greece bears, and trembles to ber inmoft foul. 


But it 1s not the clofe and the referved, it is the 
copious, the majeftic, and the fublime orator, 
who with the lighteningeand thunder of his eloquence 
hurries you impetuoufly along, and bears down all 
before him. There is a juft mean, I own, in every 
D 2 thing ; 





Ariftophanes. 
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thing; but he equally miffeth the mark, who falls 
fhort of it, as he who goes beyond it; he who 
confines himfelf in too narrow a compafs, as he 
who launches out with too great a latitude. Hence 
it is as common to hear our orators condemned 
for being too barren, as too luxuriant; for not 
reaching, as well as for overflowing the bounds o 
their fubjeét. Both, no doubt, are equally diftar.t 
from the proper medium; but with this difference 
however, that in the one the fault arifes fram 
an abundance, in the other from a deficiency ; an 
error which if it be not a fign of a more correct, 
yet it is certainly of a more fertile genius. When 
I fay this, I would not be underfteod to approve 
that everlafting = talker mentioned in Homer, 
but that other * defcribed in the following lines : 








Frequent and foft as falls the winter fnow, 
Thus from his lips the copious periods fow. 





Not but I extremely admire him € too, of whom 
the poet fays, 





Few were his words but wonderfully firong. 


Yet 


€ Therfites, Iliad ii. v. 212. 


4 Ulyffes, Iliad ii. v, 222. 
© Menelaus, ibid, 
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Yet if I were to choofe, I fhould clearly give the 
preference to the ftile refembling winter fnow 
that is, to the full and diffufive ; in fhort, to that 
pomp of eloquence which feems all heavenly and 
divine. But (it is replied) the harangue of a more 
moderate length is moft generally admired. It is 
o, I confefs: but by whom ? By the indolent one 
y; and to fix the ftandard by the lazinefs and falfe 

elicacy of thefe, would furely be the higheft ab- 
furdity. Were you to confult perfons of this caft, 
they would tell you, not only that it-is beft to fay 
little, but that it is beft to fay nothing.— 

Thus my friend, I have laid before you my fen- 
timeñts upon this fubjeét, which I fhall readily aban- 
don, if I find they are not agreeable to yours. Bur 
if you fhould diffent from me, I beg you would com- 
municate to me your reafons. For tho’ I ought to 
yield in this cafe to your more enlightened judg- 
ment, yet in a point of fuch confequence, I had ra- 
ther receive my conviction from the force of argu- 
ment, than authority. If you fhould be of my 
opinion in this matter, a line or two from you in 
return, intimating your concurrence, will be fuf- 
ficient to confirm me in the juftnefs of my fenti- 
ments: On the contrary, if you fhould think me 
muftaken, I bee you to give me your objections 
at large. Yet has it not fomewhat the air of 

D 3 bribery, 
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bribery, to afk only a fhort letter if you apree 
with me; but enjoin you the trouble of a very 
long one, if you fhould be of a different opinion ? 
Farewel. 


LETTER AAL 779 PATERNUS. 


S I rely very much upon the {ftrength a 
your judgment, fo I do upon the good- 
nefs of your eyes: not becaufe I think your dil- 





cernment very great (for I would not make you 
vain) but becaufe I think it as good as mine: 
which, it muft be owned, is faying a great deal 
in its favour. Jefting apart, I like very well the 
appearance of the flaves which were purchafed 
for me by your recommendation ; all that I want 
farther, is to be fatisfied of their behaviour: and 
for this I muft depend upon their characters more 
than their countenances. Farewel. 





iBT T BR AMI Fo Carinivs SEVERUS. 


A M at prefent (and have been a confidera- 
ble time) detained in Rome, Under the moft 
alarming apprehenfions. ‘Titus Arifto, whom I 
infinitely love and eftcem, is fallen into a dange- 
rous and obftinate iullnefs, which deeply affects me. 
9 Virtue. 
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Virtue, knowledge, and good fenfe fhine out with 
fo fuperior a luftre in this excellent man, that 
learning herfelf, and every valuable endowment, 
feems involved in the danger of his fingle perfon. 
How confummate is his knowledge both in the 
politacal and civil laws of his country! How tho- 
roughly converfant is he in every branch of hif- 
ory and antiquity ? In a word, there is no article of 
clence, you would wifh to be informed of, in 
which he is not fkilled. As for my own part, 
whenever I would acquaint myfelf with any 
abftrufe point of literature, I have recourfe to him, 
as to one who fupplies me with its moft hidden trea- 
fures What an engaging fincerity, what dignity in 
his converfation ! How humble, yet how graceful his 
difiidence! Tho’ he conceives at once every point 
in debate, yet he is as flow to decide, as he is 
quick to apprehend; calmly and deliberately 
weighing every oppofite reafon that is offered, and 
tracing it with a moít judicious penetration, from 
its iource through all its remoteft confequences. 
His dict is frugal, his drefs plain; and whenever 
I enter his chamber, and view him reclined upoh 
his couch, I confider the f{cene before me as a 
true image af antient fimplicity, to which his il- 
luftricus mind reflects the nobleft ornament. He 
places no part of his happinefs in oftentation, but 
in the fecret approbation of his confcience; feek+ 


D 4 ) ing: 
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ing the reward of his virtue, not in the clamerous 
applaufes of the world, but in the filent fatisfac- 
tion which refults from having acted well. In fhort, 
you will not eafily find his equal even among our 
philofophers by profeffion. He frequents not the 
places of public difputations *, nor idly amufes 
himfelf and others with vain and endlefs contro 
verfies. His nobler talents -are exerted to mor» 
ufeful purpofes ; in the fcenes of civil and aétive 
lifes Many has he affifted witk his intereft, ftill 
more with his advice! But tho’ he dedicates his 
time to the affairs of the world, he regulates his 
conduct by the precepts of philofophy ; and in 
temperance, piety, juftice and fortitude he has 
no fuperiour. It is aftonifhing with what pa- 
tience he bears his illnefs; how he refifts pain, 
endures thirft, and quietly fubmits to the preffure 
of that load of cloaths which is laid upon him 
in this rageing fever. He lately called me, and 
a few more of his particular friends, to his bed- 
fide, requefting us to afk his phyficians what turn 
they apprehended his diftemper would take: that. 
tf they pronounced it incurable, he might vo- 
luntarily put an end to his life; but if there were 
hopes of a recovery, how tedious and difficult foever 
1t 


a The philofophers ufed to hold their difputations in the 
Cymnafia and Porticos, being places of the moft public refort 
for walking, &c. 
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it might prove, he would patiently wait the event; for 
fo much, he thought, was due to the tears and in- 
treaties of his wife and daughter, and tothe affec- 
tionate interceffion of his friends, as not voluntarily 
to abanden our hopes, if they were not entirely 
defpesate. A refolution this, in my eftimation, 
tculy heroical, and worthy of the higheft applaufe. 
Inftances are frequeft in the „world, of rufhing 
iito the arms of death without reflection, and 
by a fort of blimrd impulfe; but deliberately to 
weigh the reafons for life or death, and to be 
determined in our choice as either fide of the fcale 
prevails, is the mark of no common greatnefs of 
mind*® We have had the fatisfaction of the 
opinion of his phyficians in his favour: may 

heaven 














b The general lawfulnefs of felf-murder was a doctrine by 
no means univerfally received in the antient pagan world ; 
many of the moft confiderable names, both Greek and Ro- 
man, having exprefsly declared againft that practice. Pytha- 
goras, Socrates, Plato, Tully, have condemned it: even 
Brutus himfelf, tho’ he fell by his own hands, yet 3n his 
cooler and philofophical hours wrote a J treatife wherein he 
highly condemned Cato, as being guilty of an aét both of 
impiety and cowardice in deftroying himfelf. ‘The judicious 
Virgil is alfo in the fame fentiments, and reprefents fuch 
unhappy perfons as in a ftate of punifhment : 


Proxima deinde tenent mafti loca, qui fibi letum 
Infontes pepertre manu, lucemque perofs 
Projicere animam : Quam vellent ethere in alto, 


Nunc SF pauperiem ES duros perferre labores ! + 





Thea 
J Plut. in Brut. + fEn. yil. 434- 
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heaven give fuccefs to theip art, and free me from 
this painful anxiety! If that fhould happily be the 
event, I fhall immediately retire to my favourite 
Laurentinum, or in other words, to my books 
and my ftudies. At prefent, fo much of my 
time and thoughts are employed in attendance 
upon my friend, and in my apprehenfions for his 
life, that I have neither leifure nor inclination for 
fubjects of literature. 

Thus have I informed you of my fears, my 
wifhes, and my intentions. Communicate to 
me, in return, but in a gayer ftile, an account not 
only of what you are and have been doing, but 
even of your future defigns. It will be a very fen- 
fible confolation to me in this perplexity of mind, 
to be affured that yours is eafy. Farewel. 


LETTER XXIII. Zo Pompeius Fatco. 


















Y O U defire my opinion whether you can with 

decency act as an advocate during your?’ Tri- 
bunefhip ? But before I determine that queftion, I 
muít know what are your fentiments of that of 
fice ; whether you look upon it as a mere fhadow 


of 





Then crowds fucceed, who prodigal of breath, 
Themfelves anticipate the doom of death ; 

Tho’ free from guilt, they caft their laves away, 

And fad and fullen hate the golden day. 

Oh! with what joy the wretches now wou’d bear 

Vain, toil, and woe, to breathe she vital air ! Prrr. 


see B. g. let. 13. note °. 
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of honour, and an empty title, or as a facred and 
inviolable funétion, the exercife of which as no 
power can fufpend, fo neither ought the perfon 
himfelf who is invefted with it? When I was my- 
felf in that poft (poffibly I might be miftaken in 
xuppofing Iwas become of any importance, however 
upon the fuppofition that I really was) I entirely 
ouitted the bar. I thought it unbecoming a ma- 
eiftrate, who, upon all occafions, had a right of 
precedency, and ith whofe prefence every bod is 
obliged to rife, to be feen ftanding, while all about 
him were feated ; that he who has authority to im- 
pofe Glence on any man, fhould himfelf be direét- 
ed when to ceafe {peaking ; that he, whom it is held 
Þ impious to interrupt, fhould be expofed to the 
{currilous liberties of bar orators; which to cha- 
{tize, would be thought a fort of infolence of office, 
and yet it would be weaknefs to overlook. I 
confidered farther, the great difficulty I fhould be 
under if either my client or his adverfary fhould 
happen to appeal to meas Tribune ; whether to in- 
terpofe my authority, or by a kind of refignation 
of my office to aét folely in my private capacity. 
For thefe reafons I rather chofe to officiate as the 
public magifteate than the private advocate. But 


with 


























b As their characters were held facred, it was efteemed the 
higheft aét of impiety to offer them any injury, or fo much ag 
te interrupt them when they were {fpeaking. 
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with refpect to you, (I repeat it again) the whole 
depends upon what your fentiments are of the 
office in queftion, and under what charaétér you 
would choofe to appear; remembering always, that 
a wife man will take upon himfelf fuch orly ag 
he is capable of fuftaining with dignity. 








LETTER XXIV. To Besrivus. 


Y friend and gueft Tranquillus has an incli- 
nation to purchafe a fimall farm, of which, 
as I am informed, an acquaintance of yours intends 
to difpofe. I beg you would endeavour he may ob- 
tain it upon reafonable terms ; which will add to his 
fatisfaction in the purchafe. A dear bargain is 
always difagreeable, particularly, as it is a reflection 
upon the buyer’s judgment. There are feveral 
circumftances attending this little villa, which 
(fuppofing my friend has no objeétion to the price) 
are extremely fuitable to his tafte and defires: the 
convenient diftance from Rome, the goodnefs of the 
roads the fimallnefs of the building, and the very 
few acres of land arownd it, which are juft enough 
to amufe, but not to employ him. To a man of the 
literary turn that Tranquillus is, it is fufficient 
if he have but a fmall fpot to relieve the mind and 
divert the eye, where he may faunter round his 
crounds, 
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grounds, traverfe his fingle walk, grow familiar 
with his two or three vines. and count his little 
phantations. I mention thefe particulars, to let 
you fee how much he will be obliged to me, as I 
fhall be to you, if you can help him to this conve- 


nient little 40x, at a price which he fhall have no 
occafion to repent. Farewel. 

















LETTER I. Jo Voconius ROMANUS. 


OME has not for many years beheld a 
more magnificent and folemn {pectacle, than 
was lately exhibited in she public funeral of that 
great man, the illuftrious and * fortunate Vir- 
oinlus 








a The antients feem to have confidered fortune as a mark 
of merit in the perien whe was thus dittinguifhsd. Cicero (to 
borrow the obtervation of the excellent Mir. Addifon) recom- 
mended Pompey to the Romans for their general upon three 
accounts, as he was a man of courage, conduct, and goce: sertune 5 
and not only Sylla the di€tator, but feveral of the Roman em- 
perors, as is {till to be feen upon their medals, among other 
titles, gave themfelwes that oi felix, or fortunate, 
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ginius Rufus. He lived thirty years in the full en- 
joyment of the higheft reputation ; and as he had 
the fatisfaction to fee his actions celebrated by poets, 
and recorded by hiftorians, he feems even to have 
anticipated his fame with pofterity. He was thrice 
raifed to the dignity of Conful ; that he who ° re- 
fuled to be the firft of princes, might at leaft be 
the higheft of fubjeéts. As he efcaped the refenr- 
ment of thofe emperors to whom his virtues had 
given umbrage and even rendered hini odious, 
and ended his days when this beft of princes, 
this € friend of mankind, was in quiet poffeffion 
of the empire ; it feems as if providence had pur- 

pofely 








> At the time of the general defeétion from Nero, Virgini- 
us was at the head of a very powerful army in Germany, which 
had preffed him, and even attempted to force him to accept the 
title ofemperor. But he conftantly refufedit : adding that he 
would not even fuffer it to be given to any perfon but whom 
the fenate fhould elet. With this army he marched againft 
Vindex, who had put himfelf at the head of 100,000 Gauls. 
Having come up with him, he gave him battle, in which Vin- 
dex was flain, and his forces entirely defeated. After this vic- 
tory, when Nero’s death was known in the army, the foldiers 
renewed their application to Virginius to accept the imperial 
dignity ; and tho’ one of the tribunes rufhed into his tent, and 
threaten’d that he fhould either receive the empiré, or his fusord 
Fhro’ his bcdy, he refolutely perfifted in his former {entiments. 
But as foon as the news of Nero’s death was confirmed, and 
that the fenate had declared*for Galba, he prevailed with the 
army, though with much difficulty, t fupport that Prince. 

Plutarch. in Galb. 
© The juftnefs of this glorious title, the <“rcud of mankind, 
which our author here gives to Nerva, is cocfrmed by the 
concurrent teftimony of all the hiftorians of thefe times. That 
excellent 

3 
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pofely preferved him to thefe times, that he might 
receive the honour of a public funeral. He calmly 
expired in the 84th year of his age, univerfally 
eft’eemed and revered; and had enjoyed an unin- 
terrupted ftate of heaith during his whole life, ex- 
cepting only a paralytic diforder in his hands, 
which however was attended with no pain. His 
laft ficknefs, indeed, was fevere and tedious; but 
evn the accident that occafioned it, added to his 
glory. As he was preparing to return his public 
acknowledgments to the emperor, who had raifed 
him to the confulfhip, a large volume which he 
acciden ally received at that time, too weighty for 
a fechle old man, flipp’d out of his hands. In 
haftily endeavouring to recover it, the pavement 
being extremely flippery, he fell down and broke 
his thigh-bone; which fracture as it was un- 
‘kilfully fet at firft, and having befides the infir- 
miities of age to contend with, could never be 
brought to unite again. The funeral obfequies paid 
to the memory of this great man, have done ho- 
nour to the empcror, to the prefent age, and even 

eloquence herfelf. The conful Cornelius Tacitus 

Vou. I. E. pro- 


excellent emperor’? flort reign feems indeed to have been 
one uninterrupted feric» of generous and benevolent aétions ; 
and he ufed to exprefs the fatisfaction he felt of being con- 
{cious that he had not committed a fingle a&@t which could 
give juft offence to anv man. Dion, 1. 63, 
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pronounced his funeral oration : and thus the feries 
of his felicities was completed by the public applaufe 
of the moft eloquent of orators. He died fall of 
years and of glory, as illuftrious by the honours he 
refufed, as by thoile he accepted. Still however, 
he will be miffed and lamented by the world, as 
the fhining model of a better age; efpecially by 
myfelf, who not orly admired him as a patriot 

but loved him as a friend. "We were natives of 
the fame province, and of neighbouring towns, and 
our eftates alfo were contiguous. Befides thefe ac- 
cidental connections, he was likewife left ¢uardian 
to me; and indeed he always treated me ‘with the 
affection of a parent. Whenever I offered my- 
felf a candidate for any employment in the {ftate, 
he conftantly fupported me with his intereft; and 
altho’ he had long fince renounced all offices of this 
nature, he would kindly give up the repofe of his 
retirement and come in perfon to give me his fuf- 
frage. At the feafon of the year when it is cuftomary 
for the priefts to nominate fuch as they judge wor- 
thy to be received into their facred * office, he con- 

{tanth,- propofed me. Even in his laft ficknefsI re 

ceived a dicunzuifhing mark of his affection : for, 








being 


4 Namely of Augurs. ‘* This college, a: regulated by 
“e Svila, confifted of fifteen, who were all perfo.:s of the firit 
< diflinétion in Rome: it was a priefthood for life, of a charac- 
“« ter indelible, which no crime or forfeiture could efface ; it 


°*s was 
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being apprehenfive he might be named one of 
the five commiffioners appointed by the fenate 
to reduce the public expences, he fixed upon 
me, young as I am, to carry his excufes, in pre- 
ference to fo many other friends of fuperiour 
age and dignity; and in a very obliging manner 
affured me, that had he a fon of his own, he would 
neverthelefs have employed me in that office. 
Have I not caufe then to lament his death, as 
if it were immature, and thus pour out the fulnefs 
of my prief into the bofom of my friend? if 
indeed wa be reafonable to grieve upon this oc- 
caficn, cr to efteem that event death, which, to 
Juche a man, is rather to be looked upon as the 
period of his mortality than the end of his life. 
He lives, my friend, and will continue to live for 
ever; and his fame will fpread farther, and be 
more celebrated by mankind, now that he is re- 
moved from their fight. —lI1 had many other 
things to write to you, but my mind is too full of 
the prefent fubjecét, to turn it to any other. Vir- 
ginius is conftantly in my thoughts ; the vain but 
ely impreffions of him are continually before 
my eyes, and I am for ever fondly imagining that 
E 2 I hear 














«e was neceflary that every candidate fhould be nominated 
«<< to the people by two Augurs, who gave a folemn teftimony 
«< upon oath of his dignity and fitnefs for that office.” Mide 
dleton’s life of Cic. v2. 529. 
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I hear him, converfe with him, and embrace him. 
We have ftill, perhaps, fome citizens amoneft us 
who may rival him in virtue, and fome may hcre- 
after rife; but not one, I am perfuaded, that_wilk 
ever equal him in glory. Farewel. 





LETTER H. Yo Pautinvs, 


AM angry; but whether I have reafon te be fo 
€ is not quite clear; however wonderaus angry 
{ am. But love, you know, is apt to be capricious, 
is frequently ungovernable, and ever jeala s. The 
occafion of this my wrath is great, you muft allow, 
were it juft: yet taking it for granted that it 1s, I 
am moít vehemently enraged at your long filence. 
Would you {often my refentment ? Let your letters 
for the future be very frequent, and very long ; 
I fhall excufe you upon no other terms: and as 
abfence from Rome, or engagement in bufinefs, 
is a plea I can by no means admit; fo that of ill 
health, may the Gods avert! As for myfelf, I am 
enjoying at my villa the alternate pleafures of ftu 
and indoleace; thofe happy privileges of retirec! 
feifure! Farewel. 
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LETTER 





Ill. Zo NEPOS, 


Vy E had received very advantageous accounts 

of Íiæus, before his arrival here; but he 
is fuperiour to all that was reported. of hime Hie 
soficifes the utmoft facility aid copioufnefs of ex- 
pre tion, and his unpremeditated difcourfes have 
all he correétnefs and elegance of the moft ftudied 
and el borate compofition. He deiivers them in the 
Greek Itngu2zge, or rather the cenuine Attic. His 
exorditims are polite, eafv, and harmonious; and, 
when occafien requires, folemn and majeftic. He 
Gives his 2udience liberty to call for any queftion 
they pleaiv, and fomet:imes even to name. what 
fide of it he Mall take; when immediately he 
rifes up in ail the graceful attitude of an orator, 
and enters at once into his fubjeét with furprizing 
fluency. Tiis reflections are folid, and cioathed in 
tlie choiceft exprefiions, which prefent themfelves 
to him without the leaft hefitation. The eafe and 
ftren:xth © ais moft unprepared difcourfes plainly 
difcover that he has been very converfant in the beft 
au‘hors, and much accuftomed ta compofe him- 





felf. Hie ovens his fubject with great propriety ; his 
ftile is clear his reaioning ftrong, his inferences juit, 
and his ures are both graceful and fublime. Ina 
word he at once inftructs, entertains, and affects 


E 3 you; 
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you; and he poficffes each of thofe talents in.fo high 
a degree, that you are at a lols to determibe in 
which he molt excels. Filis arguments are formed 
with all the itrength and clofenefs of the ftricteit 
logic: a point not very eafy to attain even in ftudied 
compofitions. His memory is fo extraordinary, 
that he will repeat what he has before fpoken ex- 
tempore, without Idfing a fingle word. This won 
derful faculty he has acquired by great applica on 
and practice; for his whole time is fo dev ced td 
fubjects of this nature, that he thinks and talks of 
nothing elfe. Tho’ he is above fixty-thr e years 
of age, he Rill choofes to continue is is pro- 
fefion; than which it muft be own’d, none 
abounds with men of more worth, fimplicity and 
integrity. We who are converfant in the real 
contentions of the bar, unavoidably contract a cer- 
tain petulance, how contrary foever to our natural 
tempers; but the bufinefs of the fchools, as it turns 
merely upon fictitious caules, affords an employ- 
ment not only urmapt to excite the angry paffions, 
but particularly agreeable to thofe who are ad 
vanced in years, efpeciaily as nothing can be more 
defirable at that period of life, than to enjoy thofe 
rational fatisfaétions which were the moft pleafing 
occupations of our youth. I look therefore upon 
If~eus, not only as the moft eloquen but the 
moft happy of men; as I fhaM èfteem y the 
moit 
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moft infenfible, if you fhould appear to flight his 


acquaintance. Let me prevail with you then to 
come to Rome, if not upon my account, or any 
other, at leaft for the pleafure of hearing this ex- 
traardinary perfon. Do you remember to have 
read of a certain inhabitant of the city of Cadiz, 
who was fo ftruck with the illuftrious character of 
Livy, that he traveiled to Rome on purpofe to 
íe that great genius; and, as {oon as he had fa- 
risfied his curiofity, returned home ? A man muft 
have a@awery illiterate, and incurious (I had almoft 
faid aWery ftupid) cait of mind, not to think 
whatey relates to a fcience fo entertaining, fo 
noble and lo elegant, worthy of his attention. 
You will tell me, perhaps, you have authors in 
your own ftudy, equally eloquent. I allow it; 
and thofe authors you may perufe at any time, 
but you cannot always have an opportunity of 
being an auditor of Iizus. Befides, we are infi- 
nitely more affected with what we hear, than what 
we read. There is fomething in the voice, the 
countenance, the * habit, and the gefture of the 

E. 4 {peaker, 








a The ancients thevzht every thing thst concerned an ora- 
tor, worthy of thei: attention, even to his very dres. Ovid 
mentions, the ka’ .?, as well as the air and mien of Germanicus, 
as expreffive his eloquence: 


Dum— iers adhat, fatus o? vultufgque diserti, 
S myue decens docte vocis amictus Labet. De Pont. 1. 2. 5. 
Ere 
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{peaker, that concur in fixing an impreffion upon 
the mind, and give this method of inftruétion 
preatly the advantage of any thing one can receive 
from books. This at leaft was the opinion of Æ f- 
chines, who having read to the Rhodians a fpeech 
of Demofthenes, which they loudly applauded ; 
but how, faid he, would you have been affected, 
bad you beard the grator himfelf thundering ut 
this fublime harangue? Æfíchines, if we may b 
keve Demofthenes, had great clearnefs and dignity 
of utterance; yet, you fee, he could not but onfefs 
it would have been a confiderable advantage to the 
oration, if it had been pronounced by the author 
himfelf, in all the force and energy of tus powerful 
elocution. What I aim at by this, is, to perfuade 
you to hear Ifzus; if for no other reafon, at leaft 
that you may have it to fay you once heard him, 
Farewel. 












t E Fs 


Ere yet he fpeaks, the orator is feen 
In all the eloquence of garé and mien. 











And the author of the dialogue de Orat. 39. goes fo far as 
to affign the ufe of a certain confined garment then in vogue, 
among the reafons which gave a check to the ancio t fpirit of 
eloquence; as the judicious Quintilian thanght it d ferving 
his pains, to lay down very precife rules upon the artt le of 
his orator’s garments. Vid. Inft. Orat. l. 11. 3. 
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fur fF TBR iV. Fo CALVINÄ: 


F your father had left feveral crediters, or in. 
deed a fingle one cxcept mylch, you might 





juftly, perhaps, fcruple * to enter upon his eftate, 
which, with tuch encumbrances, might prove a 
burthen too heavy even for oge of our fex to un- 
a ctake. But fince, out of regard to the affinity 
that fubfifted between us, I was contented to 
remain the only perfon unfatisfied who had any 
demang upon the eftate, while other creditors, I 
will no fay more importunate, but certainly more 
cautious, were paid off; and as I contributed 
100,000 ° fefterces towards your marriage portion, 
over and above the fum your father charged upon 
this eftate for your fortune, which may be efteemed 
my gift too, as it was to be paid out of a fund 
before appropriated to me—When you confider 
thefe inftances of my fffendfhip, you can want no 
{tronger pledge that you will find me an eafy 
creditor. In this confidence, you fhould not 
ruple to enter upon your inheritance, and by 
that means. proteét the memory of your father 
from the reproac! of dying infolvent. Eut that 
I may 





a By the ncient Roman law, the heir, if he entered upon 
the eftate was liable to the debts of the tettator or anceitor, 
even the eítate were not fufficient to pay thei. 

About 3c90 1. of our moncy, 
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I may give you a more fubftantial encourage- 
ment than mere words, I entirely acquit you 
of the debt he owed me. Do not hefitate to 
receive this prefent at my hands, upon the {fyp- 
pofition that I can ill fpare fo large a fum. bt is 
true, my fortune is but moderate: the expences 
which the dignity of my {tation requires are con 

fiderable; while the yearly income of my eft te 

from the nature and circumftances of it is as 
uncertain as it is fmall; yet what I want in w alth 

I make up by ceconomy, the fureft fou e that 
fupplies my bounty. I muft be cautious, nc doubt, 
not to exhauft it by too much profufion ut It is 
a caution which I fhall obferve towards others: 
with refpect to yourfelf, reafon will juftify my 
liberality, tho’ it fhould overflow its bounds, 
Farewel. 














LETTER V. To Lupercws. 


Send you at laft the piece you have fo often 
defired, and which I have as frequently pro 
mifed, but it 1s a part only; the remainder I 
am ftill polifhing. Inthe mean hile I thought, 








there would be no impropriety in ying before 

you: fuch portions as were moft correc I beg 

you to read it with the fame attention hat I 
Wro 
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wrote.it; for I never was engaged in any work that 
reqhired fo much. In my former fpeeches, dili- 
gence and integrity only were required; in the 
prefent, I had tomanifeft my patriotifm. But while 
I @welt with pleafure upon the honour of my na- 
tive country, and endeavoured not only to fup- 
port its rights, but heighten its glory; my oration 
{[velled infenfibly. Hlowevef I requeft you would 
a idge even thofe favourite topics, wherever you 
find t neceffary ; for when I confider the faftidious 
delicac of my readers, I am fenfible the fureft 
recommendation I can have to their favour, is by 
the fhor fs ofthe trouble I give them. But at the 
fame time that I abandon my performance to your 
utmoft feverity in this inftance, I muft afk quar- 
ter for it in feveral others. Some confideration 
ought to be had to the tafte of young people, efpe- 
cially where the fubjeét admits of it. In view to 
this, I have given myfelf a latitude in defcribing 
thofe places, which are frequently mentioned in this 
perfornmeance ; and have ventured to treat them not 
only hiftorically, but poetically. If any aufterecritic 
fhould take offence at this liberty, and think it too 
florid for the gravity of this fort of compofitions; the 
other parts of th oration will, I truft, fatisfy his fe- 
verity, and obtain indulgence for thefe its gayer co- 
Jourings I have, indeed, endeavoured to gain my 
feyerzi readers by adapting my ftile to their different 


turns. 






















































turns. And tho’ [I am afraid there are fome pafiages 
that will difpleafe particular perfons, as not falling, 
in with their peculiar tafte ; yet, upon the whole, its 
variety, I truft, will recommend it in general : asat 
an elegant entertainment, tho’ we do not, perhaps, 
taíte of every difh, yet we may admire the general 
difpofition of the whole ; and if we happen ta meet 
with {ome part of the fare which is of to our palate. 
we are not the lefs pleafed however with what zs I 
am not fo vain as to pretend I have actual] fur 

nifhed out fuch collation; I would be only under- 
{tood to mean that I nave made the attemp : and 
ptrhaps not altogether without fuccefe, if you 
will exercife your fkill upon what I now fend 
you, and fhall hereafter fend. You will tell me, I 
know, that you can form no certain judgment till 
you íce the whole. Thereis fome truth inthis, I con- 
fefs : neverthelefs, for the prefent you may acquaint 
yourfelf with this detached part, wherein you will 
find fome things, perhaps, that will bear a feparate 
examination. If you were to be fhewn the head, or 
any other part of a ftatue, tho’ you could not deter 

mine what proportion it bore to the entire figure, 
yet you would be able*to judge of the elegancy of 
that particular member. From what other principle 
is it that fpecimens of books are handed about, but 
that it is fuppofed the beauties of particular portions 
may be difcerned without viewing theirrcla on to 


the 








Book II. OPFP F int we TI. PF 


the whole == The pleafure I receive in converfing 
With VOU lias Carried me a ereater leneth than I 
intended. But I ftop here; for it is not reafona-= 
ble that I, who am for ietting bounds even to a 
{pecch, fhould fet none to a letter. Farewell. 


LETTER Vie Zo AviTres. 


T would be a long ftcry, and of no treat 

iaportance to tell you by what accident I 
fupped lately with a perfon with whom I ain hy no 
mieans.jntimate, who in his own opinion treated us 








with muctr fplendid frugality; but according to 
mine, in a fordid, yet expenfive manner. Some 
very elegant difhes were ferved up to himifelf and 
a few more of us; while thole wnich were placed 
before the reft of the company were extremely 
cheap and mean. There were in fimall bottles, three 
different forts of wing; not that the gueits might 
take their choice, but that they mignt not have an 
option in their power. The beft was tor himtelf 
and his friends of the firft rank; the next for thofe 
of a lower order, (for, you muft know, he mea- 
dures out his friendfhip according to the degrees of 
quality) and the third for his own and his guefts 
freed-men. One who fat near me took notice of 
this ¢¢rcumftance, and afked me how I aprroved 


° 
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of ic? Not at all I replie®. Pray then, faid 
he, what is your method on fuch occafians? 
Mine, I returned, is to give all my vifitors’ 
an equal reception; for when I make an invi- 
tation, it is entertain, not to diftingui/b, my 
company: I fet every man upon a level with 
myfelf whom I admit to my table, not ex- 
cepting even my freed-men, whom I look upen 
at thofe times to be my guefts, as much as any af 
the feft. At this he expreffed fome furp ize, 
and afked if I did not find it a very expenfive 
method ? I affured him, not at all; and that 
the whole {fecret lay, in being contented tọ drink 
mo better wine myfelf than I gave to others. 
And certainly if a man is wife enough to moderate 
his own luxury, he will not find it fo very charge- 
able a thing to entertain all his vifitors in general, 
as he does himfelf. Reftrain the delicacy of your 
own palate within proper bounds, if you would be 
an ceconomift in good earneit: You will find tem- 
perance a much better mode of faving expences, 














than fuch reproachful diftinétions. It were pity a 
young man of your excellent difpofition fhould be 
impofed upor by the immoderate luxury which 
prevails at fome tables, under the falfe notion of 
frugality: whenever any folly of this nature falls 
within my obfervation, I fhall, in confequence 
of that affection I bear you, point it out to you as 














en 
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an example which yéu ought to fhun. Remen- 
ber therefore, nothing 1s more to be avoided than 
this modern alliance of luxury with fordidnefs ; 
Gualities extremely odious when exifting in diftind 
chasaéters, but much more when they meet in 
the fame perion. Farewel. 


LETTER VIL Zo MACRINUS, 





HE fenate decreed yefterday, at the re- 


commendation of the emperor, a trium- 





phal ftatue to Veftricius Spurinna ; not as to many 
others who never {aw a field of battle, or heard the 
found of a trumpet, unlefs at a fhew; but as to one 
who by his martial virtues has juftly merited that 
honour. Spurinna by the power of his arms re- 
ftored the king of the ° Bruéteri to his throne: and 
this by a victory of all others the moft noble; 
for he ftruck fuch a terror into that warlike 
people, that they fubmitted at the very firit 
view of his troops. But at the fame time that 
the fenate rewarded him as a hero, they confidered 
him as a father; and to confole him for the lofs of 
his fon Cottius, who died during his abfence 
upon that expedition, they voted likewife a ftatue 
to that excellent youth: a very unufal honour 

for 


2 A people of Germiny, furpofed to have inhabited the 
ceuntry about Rees and Emerick, in the dutchy of Cleves. 
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for one of his early years; but the fervice$ of 
the father well deferved that the pain of fo fovere 
a wound fhould be foothed by no common balm. 
Indeed Cottius himfelf gave fo remarkable a fpe- 
cimen of the nobleft qualities, that it is but rea- 
fonabie his life, which had fo fhort a period, fhreuld 
be extended, as it were, by this kind of immorta 
lity. The purity of his manners, and the digmty 
of his behaviour created him fuch general refpect, 
that he has a juft claim to equal thofe venerable 
perfons in honour, whom he rivaled in virtue; an ho- 
nour, if Imiftake not, conferred not only to perpe- 
tuate the memory of the deceafed youth, and in con- 
folation to the furviving father, but for the fake of 
public example. The young men of this age will 
be hence encouraged to cultivate every worthy 
principle, when they fee fuch diftinguifhing re- 
wards beftowed upon one of their own years: at 
the fame time that men of quality will rejoice in 
having a numerous iue, while they may expect 
the fatisfaction of leaving a worthy race, if their 
children fhould furvive them; or fo glorious a con- 
folations if they fhould furvive their children. For 
the fake of the public therefore, I am glad that a. 
ftatue is decreed to Cottius: and fo indeed I am 
for my own; for I loved this accomplifhed youth 
as ardently, as I now tenderly regret him. It 
will be a great fatisfaction to me to fee this 
figure 
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figure as I may ocafionally pafs by, and to ftop 
fometimes to contemplate it. If there is a pleafure 
in looking upon the pictures of departed friends in 
our own houic, how much more upon thofe public 
reprefentations of them, which are not only memo- 
rials of their air and countenance, but of their 
sory and honour ? Farewel. 


LETTER Villu Yo Canrsrecs, 
O W is my friend employed? Is it in the 
pleafures of ftudy, or in thofe of the field ? 
Or does he unite * both, as he well may, on the 
banks of our favourite > Larius? The fifh in that 
noole lake will fupply you with fport of thar kind; 
as the furrounding woods will afford you game; 
while the folemnity of that fequeftered tcene will at 
the fame time difpofe your mind to contemplation. 
Whether you are engaged with fome only, or with 
each of thefe agreeable amufements, far be it that 
I fhould fay I envy you, but I muft confcfs, I 
greatly regret that J alfo cannot partake of them: 
aehappinefs I long for as earneftly as 2 man in @ 
fever for drink to allay kis cthirft, or for baths 
and fountains to affuage Lis heat. But if it is 


VOL, I. F not 





* Be Te Let. 6. 11 not. 

> Now call! Lace .li'‘Como, in the Milaneze. Comum, 
the place where Pli:.y was born, and near to which Caninius 
had a country houie, wa. fituated upon the border of tiis lake. 
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not given me to fee a conclufion of thefe unpleafant 
occupations, fhall I never at leaft break loofe from 
them? I doubt indeed, never; for new affairs 
are daily rifing, while the former ftill remain unfi- 
nifhed: {fuch an endlefs train of bufinefs is conti- 
nually preffing upon me, and riveting my chains 
{till fafter! Farewel. 





LETTER IX. To APOLLINARIS. 





AM extremely anxious for the fuccefs of 
the petition, which Euritius has prefented to 
the fenate; and I feel for my friend, what I never 
felt for myfelf. My credit and character are, in- 
deed, in fome meafure at flake. I obtained for 
him of Czfar the honour of wearing the * Laticlave, 
and alfo the office of Queftor ; as it is by my in- 
teref too that he is indulged with the privilege of 
petitioning for the Tribunate: which if the fenate 
fhould refufe him, I am efraid it will be thought 
I impofed upon the emperor. I muft therefore, in 
fupport of my own character, endeavour that the 
judgment of the public may confirm the opinion 
which Cefar has conceived of him, by my re- 
prefentation. 


» The Laticlave was fome honourable diftanétion peculiar, in 
the times of the republic, to the fenators ; but whether a pare 
ticular fort of garment, or only an ornament upon it, the 
critics are not agreed. ‘Tho’ the more general opinion is, 
that it was a broad ftripe of purple, wed upon the fore part 
ef their tunic, and ran round the middle of the break. 
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prefentation. But it I were not for thefe reafons 
obliged to intereft myfelf in the fuccefs of Euritius, 
yet his probity, good fenfe, and learning, would 
incline me to affift him with my utmoft power; 
as, indeed, he and his whole family are deferv- 
ing of the higheft commendation. His father, Euri- 
eius Clarus, is a man of ftriét honour and antient 
fimplicity of manners ; and nôt only an able, elo- 
quent,.and experienced advocate, but defends eyery 
eaufe he undertakes, with a courage and integrity no 
fefs to his honour than his fingular modefty. Sep- 
titius, his uncle, is one of the moft plain, open, fin- 
cere, and candid men I ever knew. There is 2 
friendly contention amongft them who fhall fhew 
me moft affection; which I am perfuaded they 
all equally feel forme. I have now an opportunity 
of obliging the whole family, in the fingle perfon of 
Euritius; accordingly I folicit all my friends with 
the utmoft earneftnefs, apply to them at their 
own houfes, and every place of public refort, in a 
word, exert my whole power and credit to ferve 
kim. I muft beg of you -likewife to take fome 
fhare of this trouble with me: I will return 
you the fame good office whenever you {hall 
require it, and even without your requeft. As 
you have many friends, admirers, and depen- 
dents, it is but fhewing yourfelf a well-wifher to 
Furitius in this affair, and numbers will be ready 
to fecond your inclinations. Farewel. 


F 2 LET- 
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LETTER X. Zo OCTAVIUS. 


O U are certainly a moft obftinate, I had al- 
moft faid a moft cruel man, thus to with- 
hold from the world fuch excellent compofitians ! 
How long do you intend to deny your friends the 
pleafure, and yourfelf the glory of your poetical 
performances ? Suffer them, I entreat you, to 
come abroad, and to be admired ; as admired they 
undoubtedly will be where-ever the’ Roman lan 

guage is underftood. The public has for fome 
time earneftly expected them, and you ougnt not 
to difappoint or mortify its impatience any longer. 
Some few poems of yours have already, contrary 
to your inclinations indeed, broke their pri- 
fon and efcaped to light: thefe if you do not 
colle together, fome perfon or other will claim 
the agreeable wanderers as their own. Re- 
member, my friend, the mortality of human 
mature, and that there is nothing fo likely to 
preferve your name, as a monument of this kind ; 
all others are as frail and perifhable as the men 
whofe memory they pretend to perpctuate. You 
will fay, I fuyspafe, as ufual, Let my friends fee to that. 
May you find many whole care, fidelity, and learn- 
ing render them able and willing ta undertake fo 
confiderable a charge! But furely it is not alto- 
gether prudent in any man to expect from others, 
what 
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what. he will not do for himfelf. However, as 
to the publication, I will prefs you no far- 
ther; be that when you fhall think proper. But 
ket me, at leaft, prevail with you to recite them, 
that you may be the more difpoied to fend them 
abroad, from the very flattering reception which 
I may venture to affure you they will receive from 
the affembly. I pleafe myfelf with tmagining the 
crowd, the admiration, the applaufe, and even the 
filence that will attend your recital: for the filence 
of an audience, when it proceeds from an earneft 
defire of hearing, is as agreeable to me as the 
loudeft approbation. Do not then, by this un- 
reafonable delicacy, deny yourfelf any longer the 
very defirable and certain fruit of your ftudies: if 
you fhould, the world, I fear, will be apt to charge 
you with careleffnefs and indolence, or, perhaps, 
with timidity. Farewell. 





LEEFER: AL To ARRIANUS. 


O U take pleafure, I know, in a relation of 

any thing that is tranfacted in the fenate, 
worthy of that auguft affembly» for tho’ love of 
eafe has called you into retirement, your heart ftill 
retains its z al for the majefty of the commonwealth, 
Accept then the following account of what lately 
paffed in that Venerable body: a tranfaction for ever 
ES memorable 
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memorable by its importance, and not only remark- 
able by the quality of the perfon concerned, But 
ufeful by the feverity of the example. Marfus 
Prifcus, formerly Proconful of Africa, being ime 
peached by that province, inftead of entering upen 
his defence, petitioned that a commiffion of fe 
lect judges might be appointed for his tryal. Cor- 
nelius Tacitus and myfelf, being by the fenate 
aMiened counfel for that province, thought it our 
duty to inform the houfe, that the crimes al- 
ledged againft Prifcus, were of too atrocious a 
nature to fall within the cognizance of an inferior 
court: for he was charged with venality in the ad- 
minitration of juftice, and even of taking mo- 
ney to pafs fentence of death upon perfons per- 
fectly innocent. Fronto Catius rofe in his be- 
half, and moved that the whole enquiry might be 
confined to the fingle article of bribery; difplay- 
ing upon this occafion all the force of that pa- 
thetic eloquence he is mafter of, in order to raife 
the compaffion of the fenate. The debates grew 
warm, and the members were much divided in their 
fentiments. Some were of opinion, that it was a 
matter which did not legally come under the en- 
guiry of the fenate: others, that the houfe was at 
liberty to proceed upon it, or not, as it faw proper; 
and that none of his different crimes ought to 
eicape the hand of juftice. At laft Julius Ferox, 
the 
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the conful eleét, a Man of great worth and in- 
tegrity, propofed that judges fhould be granted 
him provifionally, and in the mean while, that 
thofe perfons fhould be - proceeded againft, to 
whem it was alledged he had fold innocent blood. 
Not only the majority of the fenate gave into this 
opinion ; but, after all the contention that had 
been raifed, it was generally adopted. I could 
not but obferve, upon this occafion, that fenti- 
ments of compaffion, tho’ they at firft operate 
with great force, give way at laft to the cool 
dictates of reafon and refiecétion ; and that numbers 
will fupport an opinion by joining in the general. 
cry, which they would never fingly and deliberate- 
ly defend. The fact is, there is no difcerning 
the right fide of a queftion amidft the confufed 
clamours of a crowd; one muft confider it apart, 
if one would view it in its true light. Vitellius 
Honoratus, and Flavius Martianus, the perfons 


who were ordered to be fummoned, were brought 
before the houfe. Honoratus was charged with 


having given three hundred thoufand ” fefterces 
to procure a fentence of banifhment againft a Ro- 
man knight, as alfo the capital conviction of feven 
of his friends. Againft Martianus it was alledged, 


that he gave feven hundred thoufand‘, in order to 
F 4 procurs 










































About 2400l. of our money. 
About 5600l. of our money. 
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procure another to be condemned to futfer varlous 
tortures ; which were accordinely intlicted, and 
the unhappy man was firft whipped, afterwards fent 
to work in the mines, and at laft ftrangied in pri- 
fon. But the death of Honoratus prevented the ju- 
itice of the fenate upon him. Martianus however 
appeared, but without Priicus. Tullius Cerealisg 
therefore, who had been formerly conful, thought 
proper to move, agreeably to his privilege as a funa- 
tor, that Prifcus might have notice of the bufinels 
then before the houle: whether tt wes becauic he 
thought his being prefent would raite more com- 
pation, or more refentment towards him; or be- 
caufe,as I am inclined to believe, he thought it moit 
equitable, that as the charge was again{t them both, 
fo they fhould both join in the defence, and be ac- 
quitted or condemned together. The affair was ad- 
journed to the next meeting of the fenate, which 
proved the moitauguftand folemn Iwas ever prefent 
ate The emperor himfclf (for he was contul) prefi- 
ded. Isc happened hkewife to be the month of Ja- 
nuary *, a feaion remarkable upon many accounts, 
and parricularly for the great number of fenators 
it always brings together: befides, the impor- 
tance of tne caufe, the notfe it had made in the 
worid, the expectation that had been rated by the 

feveral 


* In this month thé feveral, magi rates entered rOn their 
yésrective offices. 
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feveral adjournments, together what that innate 
curieii: ¥ in mankind to acquaint themfelves with 
every thing remarkable and uncommon, drew the 
peopiv together from ail parts. Figure to yourfelf 
the concern and anxiety which we who were to fpeak 
before fuch an awful affembly, and in the prefence 
of the prince, muft have felt! I have often pleaded 
in the fenate ; and indeed there is no place where 
I am more favourably heard ; yet, as if the fcene 
had been entirely new to me, I found myfelf 
under an unufual diftrefs upon this occafion. Be- 
fides, there was fomething in the circumftances 
of the perfon accufed, which added confiderably 
to the difficulties I laboured under: a man, once 
of confular dignity, and a member of the facred 
college, now ftood before me ftripped of all his 
honours. It was a painful office I thought, to ac- 
cufe one who appeared already condemned; and 
for whom therefore, tho’ his crimes were enor- 
mous, compaffion took its turn, and feemed to 
plead in his behalf. Hlowevers I colleéted my- 
iclf enough to begin my fpeech ; and the applaufe 
{i received, was equal to the fears I had fuffered. 
I {poke almoit five hours futceffively, (for they in- 
dulged me above an hour beyond the time at firft 
allotted to me) and what at my firft fetting out 
had moft contributed to raife my apprehenfions, 
proved in the eweut greatly to my advantage. The 

coodnefs, 
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goodnefs, the care (I dare not fay the folicitude of 
the emperor, were fo great towards me, that he fre- 
quently fpoke to one of my attendants, who ftood 
behind me, to defire me to fpare myfelf; ima- 
gining I fhould exert my ftrength beyond what 
the weaknefs of my conftitution would admit. 
Claudius Marcellinus replied in behalf of Martianu . 
After which the aflembly broke up till the next 
day ; for the € evening coming on, there was not 
time to proceed farther. The next day, Salvius LP- 
beralis, a very clear, acute and {pirited orator, fpoke 
in defence of Prifcus : and he exerted all his talents 
upon this occafion. C. Tacitus repked to him in 
a ftrain of the moft powerful eloquence, and with 
a certain dignity which diftinguifhes all his {peeches. 
Fronto Catius arofe up a fecond time in favour of 
Prifcus, and in a very ftriking fpeech endeavour- 
ed, as indeed the cafe required, rather to foften the 
judges, than defend his client. The evening com- 
ing on, the fenate proceeded no farther that day, 
but met the next and entered upon the proofs. It 
was much to the honour of the fenatc, and worthy 
of arfcient Rome, thus to ke adjourned only by 
the night, and then re-affemble fer three days 








fucceffively. 


e Jt was not lawful, fays one of the commentators, for the 
fenate to fit before iun-rife, nor after tun-fet, and quotes 
Gellius in fupport or this opinion. Eut either this cuftom 
was not received in Pliny’s time, or Ge'lins mutt be underftood 
to mean what Mr. Kennet exprefsiy favs, thuit no decree of 
the fenare could fafs after tun-tet. For irat the houfe 
actually fat after thet time, aj.psers from B.-4. Let 9g. 
yO PSY iva ULES CTH y bis ghi Cerny nf an E E TTE r. | 
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fuccefhvely. The excellent Cornutus Tertullus, 
conful elećt, ever firm in the caufe of truth, 
moved that Marius fhould pay into the trea- 
fury. the £ 700,000 fefterces he had received, and 
be banifbed Italy. Tertullus was for extending 
the fentence {till farther with refpect to Martianus, 
and that he fhould be banifhed even from Africa. 
He concluded with adding, that Tacitus and I hav- 
ing faithfully and diligently difcharged the parts af- 
figoned to us, the fenate fhould declare, we had exe- 
cuted our truft to their fatisfaction. The confuls 
elect, and thofe who had already enjoyed that office, 
agreed with Tertullus, except Pompeius : he pro- 
pofed that Prifcus fhould pay the feven hundred 
thoufand fefterces into the treafury, but fuffer no 
other punifhment than what had been already in- 
fliéted upon him for £ extortion: as for Martianus, 
he was for having him banifhed during five years 
only. ‘There was a large party for both opinions, 
and perhaps the majority fecretly inclined to the 
milder fentence ; for many of thefe who appeared 
at firft to agree with Tertullus, feemed afterwards 
inclined to join with Pompeius. But uponadivi- 
ñon of the houfe, all thofe who ftood near the 
confuls, went over to the fide of Tertullus. This 

being 











f Honoratus being dead, that part of the charge againft 
Marius which related to his taking three hundred thoufand 
feiterces of him, could not, it feems, be proved. 

t A forfeiture of tour times the fum received. 
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being obferved by the party of Pompeius, they 
alfo deferted him in the fame manner; fo that 
he was extremely exafperated againft thofe who 
had urged him to this vote, particularly again{t 
Regulus, whom he upbraided for the aban- 
doning of him in a ftep which he himfeif had 
advifed. ‘There is, indeed, fuch an inconfiftency 
in the general character of Regulus, that he is at 
once both bold and timorous. Thus ended this 
important tryal; but there remains a confiderable 
part of the bufinefs {till behind. It is concerning 
Hoftilius Firminus, lieutenant to Marius Pritcus, 
who is ftrongly charged with being an accom- 
plice ; as 1t appears by the account books of Mar- 
tianus, and by a fpeech which he made in an af- 
fembly of the people at Leptis *, that he had exact- 
ed fifty thoufand’* denarii of Martianus; that he 
was alfo accefflary to the wicked adminiftration 
of Prifcus; and that he received ten thoufand * 
fefterces under the title of his perfumer: an office 
perfectly well adapted tothis effeminate fop, who 
as all over effence and perfume. It was agreed, on 
the motion of Tertullus, to proceed againft him the 

















next 

h In Africa. 
' 4 About 14581. of our money. The Denarius was the chief 
filver coin among the Romans. Mr. Greaves (who, as Dr. 
Arbuthnot obierves, may be juitly reckoned a dates! author 
upon this fubjcét) has valued it at feven pence three tarthings 
Tab. Coins, 1.) But to avoid fraétioms. it is here covi Gdered 
as only equivalent to teven pence Englith. 

k` About so l. of our mcney. 
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next meeting of the fenate; for, either by accident 
or defign, he was at this time abient. 

Thus have I given you an account of what is 
doing in town. Let me know, in return, the 
news of the country ; how your fhrubs and your 
vineyards, your corn and your delicate flocks of 
íbeep flourifh ? In a word, if you fhould not fend 
me along letter, you muft expect for the future to 
be punifhed in your own way, and to receive none 
but fhort ones from me.  Farewel. 














LETTER All. To tee foe. 


MAHE remaining part of the enquiry which 

I mentioned to you in my former letter, 
concerning the affair of Prifcus, is at laft, I will 
not fay terminated as it ought, however it is finifh- 
ed. Firminus being brought before the fenate, 
made fuch a fort of defence as a man generally 
does who is confcious of detecéted guilt. The con- 
fuls elect were much divided what fentence to 
país. (Cornutus Tertullus moved he fhould be 
expelled the fenate; but Nerva, with wonderous 
acutenefs ! propofed, that he fhould he only 
declared for ever incapable of holding the office 
of Proconful and this, as it had the appearance of 
a milder fentence, prevailed; tho’ in truth it is 
of all others the mot fe-vere. For can any fitua- 
tion be more wretched, than to be obliged to un- 
dergo 
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dergo the fatigue of a member of the fenate, at. 
the fame time that one is cut off from all hopes 
of enjoying thote honours, to which a fenatar fs 
entitled ? And after having received fuch.an igno- 
miny, were it not better to be for ever buried in 
retirement, than to be marked out by fo confpi- 
cuous a ftation, to the view and fcorn of the world ? 
Befides, to confider this with refpe& to the public; 
what can be more unbecoming the majefty of the 
fenate, than to fuffer a perfon to retain his feat im 
the houfe, aftcr having being publicly cenfured by 
that auguft affembly ? What can be more indecent 
than for the criminal to be ranked with his judges ? 
for a man excluded the Proconfulfhip, becaufe he 
behaved infamoufly as a * lieutenant, to fit in 
judgment upon Proconfuls ? for one proved guilty 
of extortion, to condemn or acquit others of fimi- 
lar crimes? Yet thefe reflections, it feems, made 
no impreffion upon the majority. Votes go by 
number, not weight; nor can it be otherwife 
in affemblies of this kind, where nothing is more 
unequal than that equality which prevails in them; 
for tho’ every member has the fame right of fuf- 
frage, every member has not the fame ftrength of 
judgment to dircét it. 




















I have 


The lieutenant accompanied the Proconful or governour, 
for the judging of interior cauies, arfd theemanagementof all 
{maller concerns, every thing of moment being referred to 
the immediate care of the governour. 
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I have thus difcharged the promife I gave you 
in my laft letter, which by this time, I imagine, 
C nlefs any accident fhould have befal!en the mef- 
fenger) has reached your hands; for I trufted the 
conveyance to one, of whofe diligence and fide- 
lity  amwell affured. I hope you will now, on 
your part, make me as full a return for this and 
my former, as the fcene you are in will afford. 
Farewel. | 





LETTER XIII. Te PRISCUS. 





A” I know you gladly embrace every oppor- 

tunity of obliging me, fo there is no man 
to whom I had rather be obliged. I apply to 
you, therefore, preferably to any other perfon, for 
a favour which I am extremely defirous of obtain- 





ing. You who are commander in chief of a very 
canfiderable army, have many opportunities of exer- 





cifine your generofity ; and the length of time you 
have enjoyed that poft, muft have enabled you to 
provide for all your own friends. I hope you will 
now turn your eyes upon fome of mine: they are 
but a few indeed, for’whom I fhall folicit you; tho’ 
your generous dtipofition, I know, would be better 











pleated if the number were greater. But it would 
ill become me totrouble you with recommending 
i more 
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more than one or two: at prefent I will only, 
mention Voconius Romanus. His father was of 
great diftinction among the Roman knights; asd 
his father-in-law, or, as I might more properly ‘wall 
him, his fecond father, (for his affectionate treat- 
ment of Voconius entitles him to that appellation) 
was {till more confpicuous. fis mother was ong 
of the moft confiderable ladies of Upper Spain: 
you know what character the people of that pro- 
vinte bear, and how remarkable they are for the 
{tri¢tnefs of their manners. As for himfclf, he has 
been lately admitted into the facred order of Prieft- 
hood. Our friendfhip began with our ftudies, fnd 
we were early united in the clofeft intimacy. ‘ We 
lived together under the fame roof, both in 
town and country; and he was a party in my 
moft ferious and my gayeft hours : where, indeed, 
could I have found a more faithful friend, or 
more agreeable companion? In his converfation, 
and even in his very voice and countenanet, 
there is the moft amiable fweetnefs; as at the 
bar he difcovers an elevated genius, an eafy and 
harmoevous elocution, a clear and penetraticg ap- 
prehenfion. He has fo happy a turn for * epifto- 


lary 











a It pears from this, and fome other paffacges in thefe 
letters, that the art of epiftolary writing was etteemed by the 
Romans, in the number of liberal and pobit@acccmplifhments ; 

and 





— 
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lary writing, that were you to read his letters, you 
would . imagine they had been diétated by the 
Multes themfelves. I love him with a more than 
coamon affection; and I know he returns it with 

equal 





and we find Cicero mentioning with great pleafure, in fome 
of his letters to Atticus, the elegant fpecimen he had received 
from his fon, of hi genius in this way. [ad Att. 1. xv. 16, 17.] 
Jt feems indeed to Mave formed part of their education; as in 
the opinion of Mr. Locke it weil derves to have a fhare in 
Ours. ‘* The writing of letters (as that judicious author ob- 
<< ferves} enters fo much into all the occaiions of life, shat 
no gentleman can avoid fhewing himfelf in compofitions of 
** this kind. Occurrences will daily force him to make this 
‘€ ufe of his pen, which lays open his breeding, his fenfe, 
‘€ and his abilities, to a feverer examination than any oral 
€ difcourfe.’’ [ Treat. on Educ. 86.] Pliny was of the fame 
opinion ; for ine fubfequent + letter, wherein he lays down a 
method of ftudy to one who deiired his fentiments upon that 
head, he particulariy recommends to Him performances of this 
kind. It is to be wondered we have fo few writers in our 
own language, who deferve to be pointed out as models upon 
fuch an occafion. After having named Sir Wiliiam Temple, 
it would be difficult, perhaps, to add a fecond. The elegant 
writer of Mr. Cowley’s life mentions him as excelling in 
this uncommon talent; but as that author declares himfelf of 
Opinion, ‘* that letters which pafs between familiar friends, 
s< if they are written as they fhould be, can fcarce ever be 
‘© fft to fee the light,’’ the world is unluckily deprived of 
what, no doubt, would have been well worth its infpe€tion. A 
late diftinpuifhed genius treats the very attempt as ridiculous, 
‘< and profeffles himfelf “< a mortal enemy to what they call a 
s< fine lester.” His averfion however was not fo {trong but he 
knew how to conquer it wh h he thought proper, and the 
letter which clofes his corr pondence with Bif.op Atterbury, 
is, perhaps, the moft ge eel and manly addrefs that ever 
was penn’dtoafrien indifyrace. The truth is, a fine letter 
does not confit in aying fine things, but expreffing or- 
dinary ones in an uncommon manner. It is the srcpric com- 
munta diccre, the art of giving grace and elegance to fami- 
liar occurrences, that conititutes the merit of this kind of 
VoL. I. G vriting. 
4 B. 7. Let. 9. 
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equal ardour. Even in the earlier part of our 
lives, I warmly embraced every opportunity of 
doing him all the good offices which then lay in 
my power; as I have lately obtained for him of 
the ° emperor, the © privilege granted to thofe who 
have three children: a privilege which tho’ Czfar 
very rarely beftows, and always ith great cau- 
tion, yet he conferred, at my requeft, in fucha 
manner, as to give it the air and grace of being his 
own choice. The beft way of fhewing that f think 
he deferves the obligations he has already received 
from me, is, by adding more to them, efpecially 
as he always accepts my fervices with fo much 
gratitude as to merit farther. Thus I have given 
you a faithful account of Romanus, and informed 
you how thoroughly I have experienced his worth, 
and how much I love him. Let me intreat you 

to 


writing. Mr. Gay’s letter concerning the two lovers who 
were itruck dead with the fame fiath of lightning, is a 
mafter-piece of the fort; and the {pecimen he has there given 
of his talents for this fpecies of compofition, makes it much 
to be regretted we have not more from the fame nand: we 
might then have equalled, if not excelled, our neighbours the 
Frenon in this, as we have in every other branch of polite li- 
terature, and have found a n me among our own country- 
men to mention with the ealy Vo ure. 

> Trajan. 

¢ By a law paffed A. U. 762, it w enacted, that every 
citizen of Rome who had three children, fhould be excuied 
from all troublefoine offices where he lived. This privilege 
the emperors tometimes extended to thole who were rot le- 
gally entitled toit. See Book 7. Let. 1@ in not. & Book to. 
Let. 95- in not. 
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to honour him with your patronage in a way fuit- 
able to the generofiry of your heart, and the 
eminence of your ftation. But above all, admit 
hin into a fhare of your affection; for tho’ you 
were to confer upon him the utmoft you have in 
your power to beftow, you can give him nothing fo 
valuable as you friendfhip: and that you may be 
alfured he is worthy of it, even to the higheft 
degree of intimacy, I fend you this fhort fketch of 
his character. I fhould continue my interceffigns 
in his behalf, but that I am perfuaded you do not 
require to be importuned, and I have already re- 
peated them in every line of this letter: for, to fhew 
a juft.reafon for what one afks, is to intercede in 
the {trongeft manner. Farewel. 











LETTER XIV. To Maximus. 
Y OU egueffed right; I am a good deal 


weary of pleading before the Centumviri : 

the Dufinefs one is engaged in there, has more of 
fatigue ivan pleafure. The caufeS are generally of 
frrtall moment, and it is very feldom that any thing 
confieerable, either fro . the importance of the 
gueftion, or the ran of the perfoms concerned, 
comes before the There is another difagree- 
able circumftance attending it, as there are very 
few lawyers who frequent this Court, with whom I 
can take any fort of fatisfaction in being engaged. 
G 2 The 
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The greater part is compofed of a parcel of impu- 
dent, obfcure young men, who come hither from 
declaiming in the tchools, and behave with fo 
much irreverence and impropriety, that my frignd 
Attilius well obferved, “‘our youth fet out at the 
© bar with Centumviral. caules, &s they do at 
* {fchool with Homer ;”’ intimatine, that in both 
places they begin where they fhould end. But in 
former times (to ufe an old man’s phrafe) it was not 
cuftomary for the youth, even of the beft families, to 
appear in this court, unlefs introduced by fome per- 
fon of Confular dignity: fuch was the refpeét which 
our anceftors entertained for this noble profeffion! 
But now, fince every fence of modefty and decorum 
is broken down, and all diftinétions levelled and 
eonfounded, the youth of our days are fo far from 
waiting to be introduced, that they rudely rufh in 
uninvited. The audience that follow them are fit 
attendants upon fuch orators; a low rout of hired 
mercenaries, affembling themfelves in the middle of 
the court, where the dole is dealt round to them as 
openly, asif they were in a orivate dining room: and 
at this noble price they run from court to court! 
The Greeks have a name in their language for this 
fort of people, importing tha they are applauders 
by profeffion ; and we ftigmatize them with the op- 
probrious title of table-flatterers : yet the meannefs 
alluded to in both languages increafes every day. 


tc 
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It was but yefterday two of my domeftic officers , 
mere ftriplings, were hired for this goodiy purpofe 
at the price of three ° denarii: fuch is the eafy pur- 
chafe of Eloquence! Uponthefe honourable terms, 
we fill our benches, and gather a circle ; and thus it 
is thofe unmereiful fhouts are raifed, when a man 
who ftandsin the middle of the ring gives the 
word. For you muft know,,.thete honeft fellows, 
who underftand nothing of what is faid, or, if they 
did, could not hear it, would be atalofs, withott a 
fignal, how to time their applaufe : for thofe that do 
not hear a fyllable are as clamorous in their praifes 
aseany of the reft. If at any time you fhould happen 
to pafs by while the court is fitting, and would know 
the merit of any of our advocates, you have no 
occafion to give yourfelf the trouble of liftening 
to them: take it for a rule, he that has the 
loudeft commendations, deferves them the leaft. 
Largius Licinius was the firft who gave rife to 
this cuftom; but then he went no farther than to 
folicit an audience. I remember to have heard my 
tutor Quinétilian fay that Domitius Afer, as 
he wa pleading before the Centumvir) in his 

| G .3 ufual 











a In the origin it is momenclatores, a kind of mafter of 
the ceremonies, whofe bufinefs it was to announce the names of 
the clients and dependants as he feverally introduced them to 
the patron. 

> About one Milking and eleven pence farthing of ouf 
money. 
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ufual grave and folemn manner, heard on a fud- 
den a moft immoderate and unufual nolife 

being a good deal furprifed he left off: the cla, 
mour ceafed, and he began again: he was inter- 
rupted a fecond time, and a third. At latt he en- 
quired who it was that was fpeaking He was told, 
Licinius. Mas! faid he, Eloquence nomore! The 
truth is, it then only began to decline, when, in 
Afer’s opinion, it no longer exifted: whereas 
now it is almoft utterly loft and extinct. I am 
afhamed to fay with what an unmanly tone 
the orators deliver themfelves, and with what a 
{queaking applaufe they are received; nothing 
feems wanting to compleat this fing-fong oratory, 
but the claps, or rather the mufic of the ftage. 
At prefent we choofe to exprefs our admiration 
by a kind of howling (for I can call it by no other 
term) which would be indecent even in the theatre. 
Hitherto the intereft of my friends, and the confi- 
deration of my early time of life, has retained me 
in this court; as it would be thought, I fear, ra- 
ther to proceed from indolence than a uft indig- 
nation at thefe indecencie , were I yetto ave it. 
however, I go there lefs frequently than urual, 
and am thus making a gradus retreat. Farewell. 
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LETTER XV. Za VALERIANUS: 


OW goes on your old eftate at ° Marfi ? 
and how do you approve of your new pur- 
chafe ? Has it as many beauties in your eye now, 
as before you bought ıt? TZbat would be extraordi- 
nary indeed! t r an objeét in poffeffion feldom ap- 
pears with the fame charms it kad in purfuit. As for 
myfelf the eftate left me by my mother ufes me 
but ill; however, I value it for her fake, and ùm, 
befides, grown a good deal infenfible by a long 
courfe of bad treatment. Thus, frequent com- 
plaints generally end at laft in being afhamed of 
complaining any more, 





LETTER XVI. To ANNIANUS. 


OU act agreeably to your ufual concern 

for my intereft, when you advife me to con- 
fider the ° codicil of Acilianus (who has appoint- 
ed me ort of h?! co-heirs) 2s void, becaufe it 
G 4 is 












One of the ancient Nnvifigns of Italy comprehending 
part of what is now cal! the farther Abruzzo. 

b A codicil, by ancient civil law, was a lefs folemn 
kind of will; wher n it was not neceffary to obferve fo firidtly 
the ceremonies prefcribed by the law for a will. But no le- 
gacy given by a codicil was valid, unlefs confirmed by the 
will, which was efteemed its bafis. ‘This, however, by later 


emperors, was alfered, Vid. Juft, Inft. T. 25. 1. a. 
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is not confirmed by his wall. That the law 
in this cafe efteems it invalid, I well know ;°and it 
3S a point of jurifprudence to which even thofe who 





are ignorant of every other are ufually no ftranger . 
But I have a law of my own, which I fhall always 
relicioufly obferve ; and thar is, punetually to per- 
form the will of the dead, tho’ it may want the el- 
fential forms. This codicil, beyond all manner ot 
doubt, is of Acilianus’s own hand-writing: therefore 
tho it is not confirmed by his will, I fhall be guided 
by it as ftrictly as if it were ; efpecially as there is 
no danger that any villainous informer can take 
advantage of this miftake. If indeed there was 
any hazard, that what I give to the Jegatees in the 
codicil would be feized as forfeited to the ufe of 
the public, I fhould perhaps act with more de- 
liberation: but as the forfeiture in this cafe is 
merely for the benefit of the heir, and he may 
difpofe of what accrues to him as fuch, in the 
manner he thinks proper; nothing hinders, fince 
the law does not, my obferving that rule which I 
have laid down to myfelf. Earewel. 


LET- 
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EETTER XVII. Zo GALLUS. 


O U are furprized, it feems, that I am fo fond 
of my * Laurentinum, or (if you like the ap- 
peliation better) my Laurens: but you will ceafe to 
wonder, when acquaint you with the beauty of 
the villa, the advantages of its fituation, and the 
extenfive profpect of the fea-coaft. It is but feven- 
teen miles diftant from Rome; fo that having 
finifhed my affairs in town, I can país my evenings 
here 

















2 Pliny had no eftate round this feat, his whole poffefhons 
here beingincluded (as he informs us in B. 4, Let. 6.) in this 
houfe and gardens. It was merely a winter villa, in which he 
ufed to fpend fome of the cold months, whenever his bufi- 
nefs admitted of his abfence from Rome ; and for this reafon 
at is, that we find warmth is fo much confidered in the difpofi- 
tion of the feveral apartments, &c. And indeed he feems 
to have a principal view to its advantages as a winter houfe 
throughout the whole defcription of it. See Caftel’s villas of 
the ancients. 

Scamozzi, in his Archite&. univerf. l. 3. 12. has given a 
plan and elevation of this villa. Monf. Felibien has alfo annex- 
ed a plan to his tranflation of this letter ; as our own coun- 
tryman the in mous WI Caftel has done in his willas of the 
ancients illu ated. But they fterextremely among themfelves 
astothed pofitionof the {evera parts of this building, and pe - 
haps h we rather puríued the ea of modern architedlure, than 
that which is traced outin ır original; at leaft, if the fuppo- 
fition advanced by one of e commentators upon this epiftle be 
true; who contends, the villas of the ancients were not one 
uniform pile of buil nng contained under the fame roof, but 
that each apartment tormed adiftané and feparate member from 
the reft. The ruins of this villa are faid to have been difcover’d 
fome time about the year 1714, but whether any plan was ever 
taken of fo valuabl@ æremain of antiquity, or the reality Of it 
afcertained, the tranflator has not been able to learn. 
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here without breaking in upon the bufinefs of the 
day. There are two different roads to it; if you 
go by that of Laurentum, you muft turn off at 
the fourteenth mile-ftone; if by Oftia, at the 
zıth. Both of them are in fome parts fandy, which 
makes it fomewhat heavy and tedious if you tra- 
vel ina carriage, but eafy and plea ant to thofe who 
ride on horfe-back. ‘The landfkip on all fides is ex- 
tremely diverfified, the profpect in fome places 
being confined by woods, in others extendmg over 
large and beautiful meadows, where numberlefs 
flocks of fheep and herds of cattle, which the feverity 
of the winter has driven from the mountains, fat- 
ten in the vernal warmth of this rith pafturage. 
My villa is large enough to afford all defirable ac- 
commodations, without being extenfive. The porch 
before it is plain, but not mean, thro’ which you 
enter into a portico in the form of the letter D, 
which includes a {mall but agreeable area. This af- 
fords a very commodious retreat in bad weather, 
not only as it is inclofed with windows, but par- 
ticularly as it is fheitered by an ec tragrdinary 
projection of the roof. rom the mid 5f this 
portico you pafs into an inward court extr mely 
pleafant, and from thence nto a handfome hail 
which runs out tewards the ; Io that when 
there is a fouth-weft wind it is Bently wafned 
with the waves, which fpend themfelves at the 

foot 
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foot of it. On every fide of this hall there are 
either -ffolding-doors, or windows equally large, 
by which means you have a view from the front 

d the two fides, as it were of three different 
feas: frem the back part you fee the middle 
court, the portico and the area; and by another 
view you look thro’ the portico into the porch, 
ftom whence t 2 profpeét is terminated by the 
woods and mountains which are feen at a diftance. 
On the left-hand of this hall, fomewhat farther 
from the fea, lies a large drawing-room, and 
beyond that, a fecond of a fmaller fize, which 
has one window to the rifing and another to the 
fetting fun:ethis has lkewife a profpect of the 
fea, but being at a greater diftance, is lefs in- 
commoded by it. The angle which the projeétion 
of the hall forms with this drawing-room, retains 
and increafes the warmth of the fun; and hither 
my family retreat in winter to perform their exer- 
cifes: it is fheltered from all winds except thofe 
‘which are generally attended with clouds, fo that 
nothing car tender dis place ufelefs, but what at 
the farm me deftroys th: fair weather. Contigu- 
ous to this, is a room frming the fegment of a 
circle, the windows f which are fo placed as to 





receive the fun €&€ whole day: in the walls are 
contrived a fort of cafes, which contain a collec- 
tion of fuch authors whofe works can never be 
read too often. From hence you pafs into a Md-: 

chamber. 
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chamber through a pafflagey which being bo rded 
and fulpended as it were over a ftove which runs 
underneath, tempers the heat which it receives 
and conveys to all parts of this room. The e- 
mainder of this fide of the houfe is appropriated 
to the ule of my flaves and freed hen; but moft 
of the apartnients, however, are neat enough to 
receive any of my friends. In the o;:pofite wing 
if a room ornamented in a very cleminr rate; next 





toewhich lies another room, which, tho’ large fura 
parlour, makes but a moderate dining-room ; it 1s 
exceedingly warmed and eslichtened not only by 
the direct rays of the fur, but GY their reelection 
from the fea. Beyond, is a bed-chamber, toge- 
ther with its ante-chamber, the height or which 
renders it cool in fummer; as its being fheltered 
on all fides írom the winds maxes 1t warm in win- 
ter. To this apartment another of the fame fort 
is joined by one common wall. From thence you 
enter into the grand and fpacious cocling-rocm ° be- 
longing to the baths‘, from the @ppofite walls of 
which two round bafons prai t, fufficie tly large to 

iwim 











b & The principal ufe cf this oom feems to have be 
** deficned to prepare the bodies ai fhofe that had been in 
< the former room, for their going iN o the warmer air: 
Caftel’s elles, p. 49. 

c << The cufom of bathing in hot water, was becone fo 
‘* habitual to tne Romans in Pliny’s time, that they every 
“© da; practiec it belers they lay ‘dewn to cata for which rea- 

fon, 
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fwim in. Contiguous to this is the perfuming- 
room, then the {weating-rcom, and next to that 
the furnace which conveys the heat to the baths: 
4 joining are two other little bathing-rooms, 
fitted up in an elegant rather than coitly man- 
mer: annexed to this, 1s a warm bath of extra- 
ordinary work nanfhip, wherein one may {wim, 
and have a pro pect at the fame time of the fea. 
Not far from hence ftands the tennis-court, which 


lies 


‘t fon, in the city the public baths were extremely numerous ; 
“< in which Vitruvius gives us to underitand there were for 
€€ each tex three rooms for bathing, cne of cold water, one of 
“< warm, and one {ftill warmer ; and there were cells of three 
degrees of heat fcr iweating : to the torementioned meme 
bers were added others for anointing and bodily exercifes. 
The lait thing they did before they entered into the dining- 
room was to bathe; wnat preceded their wafhing was their 
exercife in the fpheriitetrium, prior to which it was their 
‘£ cuftom to anoint themielves. As for their {weating rooms, 
se tho’ they were doubtleis in all their baths, we do not find 
«c them to have been ufed but upon particular occ2fions.?’— 
Cattel’s villas of the ancients, p. 31. 

The Roman magnificence ieems to have particularly dif- 
played itfelf in the article of their baths. Seneca dating one 
of his epiitles from a villa which cnce belonged to Scipio 
Africanus, take çr:fion from thence to draw a parallel 
between the moplicity ©! the eariicr ages, and the luxury of 
his t es in that anita Dy tiie 1cea he gives of the 
latter they were werks of the achcit fplendcur and expen€e. 
Th walls were compofeu cAlexanudrine marbie, the veins 

hereof were fo arttuily canagedicas to h2ve the appearance 
of a regular picture: th edges ot the Eafons were fet round 
with a moit valuzb] kind of tone, found in Thalius, one of 
the Greek ifland variegated with veins of different colours, 
ant r{perfed with itreaks of goid; the water was conveyed 
thro filver pipes, and fell, by feveral Gcicents, in beautiful 
cafesdes. ‘he koers were inlaid with precicus pems, and an 
inte mixture oï fiatuts and colonades contributed to throw an 

of clegance and grandeur upon the whole. Vide Sen. Ep. 858. 
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lies open to the warmth of the afternoon fun. 
From thence you afcend a fort of turret, con- 
taining two entire apartments below; as _ there 
are the fame number above, befides a dining-room 
which commands a very extenfive proipeét of the 
fea, together with the beautiful villas that ftand 
interfperfed upon the coaft. At the other end isa 
fecond turret, in which is a room tnat receives the 
rifing and fetting fun. Behind this, ıs a large repo- 
fitary, near to which is a gallery of curiofities, and 
underneath a fpacious dining-room, where the roar- 
ing of the fea, even in a ftorm, is heard but faintly : 
it looks upon the garden and the ° geffatio, which 
furrounds the garden. The geffat® is encom- 
pafied with a box-tree hedge, and where that is 
decayed, with rofemary: for the box in thofe 
parts which are fheltered by the buildings, pre- 
ferves its verdure perfectly well; but where by an 
open fituation it lies expofed to the fpray of the 
fea, tho’ at a creat diftance, it entirely withers. 
Between the garden and this geftatio runs a {hady 
plantation of vines, the aliey a — whichis fo foft that 
you may walk bare-foot apon it without any inm- 
jury. ‘Lhe garden is chiefly planted with fis and 
mulberry trees, to which this foil is as favourable, 
as it is averfe fron all others. In this place is a ban- 

quetir.e- 


= See p a. notes 
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jueting-room, which tho’ it ftands remote from 
the fea, enjovs a proipect nothing inferior to 
tat view: two apartments run round the back 
part of it, the windows whereof look upon the 
entrance of the villa, and into a very pleafant 
kitchen-garden From hence an inclofed * portico 
extends, which y its great length you might fup- 
pofe erected for the ufe of the public. It basa 
range of windows on each fide, but on that which 
looks towards the fea thev are double the number. of 
thofe next the garden. When the weather is fair and 
ferene, thefe are all thrown open; but if it blows, thofe 
on the fide the wind fets are fhut, while the others 
remain unclofed without any inconvenience. Before 
this portico lies a terrace perfumed with violets, 
and warmed by the reflection of the fun from the 
portico, whicl as it retains the rays, fo it keeps off 
the north-eaft wind; and it is as warm on this 
fide, as it is cool on the oppofite: in the fame man- 
er it proves a defence againit th: fouth-weft ; and 
thus,-in fhort, by means of its feveral fides, breaks 
the force of me w from wlmt‘point focver they 
blew Thel are fome f its winter advantages; 
they re ftill more conficerable in fummoer ? for at 


| 
tnat 
e Ch te ireleid porticés difictred ro cticru ile from our 
ne yt earns, tha thse they feel pilars I0 tien = the 


ee ’* 


‘6 ule st this FOO Wis fot We Lido.” Catell’s visias, P 
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that feafon it throws a fhade upon the terrace dur- 
ing all the forenoon, as it defends the geffatio, 
and that part of the garden which lies contiguoys 
to it, from the afternoon fun, and cafts a greater 
or lefs fhade as the day either increafes or de- 
creafes ; but the portico itfelf is then cooleft when 
the fun is moft fcorching, that is when its rays 
fall directly upon the roof. To thefe its benefits 
I muft not forget to add, that by fetting open the 
windows, the weftern breezes have a free draught, 
and by that means the enclofed air is pre- 
vented from ftagnating. On the upper end 
of the terrace and portico ftands a detached 
building in the garden, which I call my fa- 
vorite; and indeed it is particularly fo, having 
erected it myfelf. It contains a very warm winter- 
room, one fide of which looks upon the ter- 
race, the other has a view of the fea, and both 
lie expofed to the fun. Through the folding- 
doors you fee the oppofite chamber, and from 
the window is a profpeét of the enclofed portico. 
On that fide next the fea, and oppoffre to the mid- 
dle wall, ftands a little fegant recefs, whieh by 
means of glafs doors and a curtain, is either 
laid into the adjoining room, or feparated from n 
It contains a couch and two chairs: As you lie 
upon this couch, from the feet you have a profueét 
of the fea; if you look behind, you fee the n igh- 
3 bouring 
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bouring villas; and from the head you have a 
view of- the woods: thefe three views may be feen 
either diftinétly ° from fo many different windows 
in the room, or blended together in one confufed 
profpeét. Adjoining to this, is a bed-chamber, 
which neither he voice of the fervants, the mur- 
mur of the fea, nor even the roaring of a tempeft 
càn reach; not lightening nor the day itfelf can 
penetrate it, unlefs you open the windows. This 
profourtd tranquillity is occafioned by a paflage, 
which divides the wall of this chamber from that 
of the garden, and thus by means of that void 
intervening {pace, every noife is drowned. An- 
nexed to this, is a {mall {tove-room, which by open- 
ing a little window, warms the bed-chamber to the 
degree of heat required. Beyond this, lies a 
chamber and ante-chamber, which enjoys the fun, 
tho’ obliquely indeed, from the time it rifes till the 
afternoon. When I retire to this garden-apartment, 
I fancy myfelf a hundred miles from my own houfe, 
and take particular pleafure in it at the feaft of 
the * Saturnalia, wien, by the licence of that 

Fok- d H feafon 


e «< Tt muft have been from the middle of the room that he 
€ could fee all thefe proipects feparate and diitinct, which 
upon a nearer approach to any particular window muft have 
‘< appeared intermingled.”’ Caftel’s Villas, p. 48. 

f A featt held i honour of the god Saturn, which began 
on te r9thof December, and continued, as fome fay, for 
feven days. It was a time of gencral rejoicing ; particularly 
among the flaves, who had at this fezton the privilege of 
takirg great liberties With their mafters. 
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feafon of joy, every other part of my villa re- 
founds with the mirth of my domeftics: thus I 
neither interrupt their diverfions, nor they my ftu- 
dies. Among the pleafures and convenicncies of 
this fituation, there is one diladvantage, and that 
is, the want of arunning ftream; bu this defect is ia. 
a great meaiure fupplied by wells, r rather I fhould 
call them fountains, for they rire very near the 
furface. And indéed the quality of this coaft 1s 
remark2 ble; for in what part foever you dig, you 
meet, upon the firft turning up of the ground, with 
a fpring of pure water, not in the leaft falt, tho’ fo 
near the fea. The neighbouring forefts afford an 
abundant fupply cf fuel; as every other conve- 
nience of life may be had from Oftia: to a mode- 
rate man, indeed, even the next village (between 
which and my houfe there is only one villa) 
would furnifh all common neceffaries. In that 
little place there are no leis than three public 
baths; which is a great conveniency if it hap- 
pen that my friends. come in unexpectediy; © 
make too fhort a ftay to allow tıme for preparing 
my own. The whole vait is beautiftlly dtverfi- 
fied Dy the joining or d~tached villas that are fpread 
upon it, whieh whetifer you view them from t 
Ge or the fhore, have a much more agreeable 
efect, than if it were crowded with towns. The 
{trand is fometimes, after a long calm, pe feétly 
5 {it ooth, 
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{mooth, tho’ in general, by the f{torms driving the 
waves upon it, it is rough and uneven. I cannot 
boait that our fea produces any very extraordinary 
fifh; however it fupplies us with exceeding fine 
foals and prawns: but as to provifions of other 
kinds, my villa pretends to excel even inland 
countries, part.cularly in milk; for thither the 
cattle come from tke meadows in great numbers, 
in purfuit of fhade and water. 

Tellme now, have I not juft caule to beftow 
my time and my affection upon this delightful re- 
treat? Surely you are too fondly attached to the 
pleafures of the town, if you do not feel an in- 
clinatjon to take a view of this my favourite villa €. 
I much wifh at leaft you were fo difpofed, that 
to the many charms with which it abounds, it 
might have the very confiderable addition of your 
company to recommend it. Farewel. 


£ Mr. Caftel obferves, that ths’ Pliny here calls bis boufe 
Villula ; zż appears that afiæ bavwizg ccicribed but part of it, 
yet ifevery Dieta or intire apartment may be fupporied to contain 
three rocni, he hastaten actice cf no leis than foriyfrx, beftaes 
all aahi b hire remains ncar half the howe undescribed, wbich 
was, as he fays, allstted to tiw ufe of the servants; and it is 
very probable this part was made uniform with that he has alread 
defcer*bed.—But it muft be remembered, that diminutives in 
J tin do not always imply itmalliefs of üze, but are frequent- 
ly ufed as wordsyt endearment and approbation ; and in this 
To ieems moft probable that Pliny here ules the word 
Fillula, 


He LET. 
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HAT can be more agreeable to me than 
the office you have enjoined me, of 
choofing a proper tutor for your nephews? It 
gives me an opportunity of revifi ng the fcene of 
my education, and of turning back again to the 
moft pleafing part of my life. Irefume my feat, as 
formerly, among the young fcholars, and have 
pleafure in obferving the refpeét they pay næ 
from the reputation I have acquired by the fame 
rhetorical ftudies they are purfuing. Accord- 
ingly, when I lately came in upon them, while 
they were warmly declaiming before a very full 
audience of the fame rank with myfelf; the mo- 
ment I appeared, they were filent. I imention this 
for their honour, rather than my own; and to let 
you fee the juft hopes you may conceive cf plac- 
ing your nephews to their advantage in this femi- 
nary. I purpofe to hear all the feveral profeffars; 
and then to write ypu fuch an account of them as 
will enable yau (as farasa letter can) to judge of 
their refpective abilities. “The faithful execution 
of this important commiffion, is what I owe to the 
friendfhip that fubfifts between us, and to the me- 
mory of your brother. Nothing, certainly, is more 
your concern, than that his children (I would have 

id yours, but that I know you mow look upon 
them 















Book II. OF PLIN Y. 





117 


them even with more tendernefs than your own) may 
be found worthy of fuch a father, and fuch an uncle: 
and.I fhould have claimed a part in that care, tho’ 
you had not required it of me. I am fenfible, in thus 
fele€ting a preceptor, I {hall draw upon me the dif- 
pleadure of ali the reft of that profeffion: but when 
the intereft of thefe youths is concerned, I efteem 
it my duty to hazasd the dNpleafure, or even enmi- 
ty of any man, with as much unconcern as a parent 
would for his own children. Farewel. 











LETTER XIX. To CEREALIs. 


O U advife me to read my late fpeech be- 
fore an affembly of my friends. I will, 
fince it is agreeable to your opinion, tho’ I 
have many {cruples about it. Compofitions of this 
kind lofe, I well Know, all their fire and force, 
and almoft even their very name, by a plain recital. 
It is the folemnity of the tribunal, the concourfe 
of ene’s friends, the fufpence of the event, the 
emulation between the feveral orators concerned, 
the zeal of the different parties formed amongit 
the audience, in a word, it is the air, tht ° ac- 
tion, the attitude of the fpeaker, tegether with all 
H 3 the 














* Some of the Roman orators were as much too vehe- 
men. in their action, as thofe of our country are too calm 
and ‘piritlefs. In the violence of their elocution they nat only 

uied 
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the correfponding geftures ofdiis body, that con- 
{pire to give a fpirit and grace to what he delivers. 
Hence thofe who fit when they plead, tho’ they have 
moft of the other advantages I juft now men- 
tioned, yet, from that fingle circumftance, weaken 
the whole force of their eloquence. , The eyes and 
hands of a reader, thofe important inftruments of 
graceful elocution, beng engaged? it is no wonder 
the attention of the hearer grows languid, while 
he has none of thofe awakening and alluring cir- 
cumftances to excite and engage his attention. To 
thefe general confiderations, I muft add this parti- 
cular difadvantage, which attends the fpeech in 
qgueftion, that it is chiefly of the argumentative 
kind; and it is natural for an author to fufpeét 
that what he wrote with labour will not be read 
with pleafure. For who is there fo unprejudiced, 
as not to prefer the flowing and florid to the 
clofe and unornamented ftile ? It 1s very unrea- 
fonable there fhould be any diftinétion, how- 
ever it is certain the judges generally expect one 
manner of pleading, and the audience another ; 
whereas 


ufed all the wa mth of gefture, but actually walked back 
wards and forwards. Tully and Quinr¢ctilian have laid down 
rules how far, and in what initance this liberty was allowable, 
and both agree, it ought to be ufed with great caution and 
judgment. The latter of thofe excellent critics mentions upon 
this occafion a witticifm of Flavius V irginius, who afked one 
of thefe walking orators, Quot miliia ~ paffuum declamaffet ? 
ce FE many miles he had declaimed?¥® Quinct. Inft. ed, 
Oxon. p- 587. 





Book II. OF PLINY. 119 


whercas an auditor cught to be aficcted only with 
thole -articles which would ftrike him, were ke 
in the place of the jydge. Neverihelefs it 1s 
pofible the object:ons which lie againft this piece 
may be furmounied, in confideration of the novelty 
it has to recommend it: the novelty 1 mean with 
me to us; for the Greek orators have a methed 
of reaioning, tho’upen a diferent occafion, not alto- 
eethcr unlike that which I employed. They, when 
hey would throw out a law, as contrary to {ome 
former one unrepealed, argue by comparing thofe 
laws together; fo I, on the contrary, endeavoured 
to prove, that the crime’, which I was infifting 
upon as faliing within the intent and meaning of 
the law relating to public extortions, was agreeable, 
not cniy to that law, but likewife to other laws of 
the faime nature. Thofe who are ignorant of the 
juritpruden ce of their country, can have no tafte for 
reaioninas of this kind; but thofe who are not, ought 
to be fo much the more favourable in the judgement 
ther pais upon them. I fhall endeavour therefore, 
if vou perfiit in my reciting it, to collect a learned 
sudience. But before you determine this point, I 
intreat you thoroughly to weigh the difficulues I 


FiA have 


h Seme«f th cemmentctors are of opinion, (and it 1s not 
IMUroa, ade.’ tuit the frecch mentioned in this let ter, 1s the 
ee i a Poin * Celivered in the fenate acainit M. Prucus. 
Sce letter 21. of this CCOR, 
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have laid before you, and then decide as realon fall 
direct: for it is reafon that mult juftify you’; obe- 
dience to your commands avill be a fufficient apglo-» 
gy forme. Farewel. 





LETTER AX Fo CALYISIVS.: 


= IVE mea penny, and { will telitvou a 


Rory worth gold;’’* or rather, you fhail 
hear two or three; for cne brings to my mind ano- 





cE 


ther.. *Tis no mater Tihica J becin with, fo take 
them as follows. Verania, the widow oi Pito who 
was adopted by Galba, lay extremely 111: upon this 
ecealion Meculus mads hera‘vint, By the way, 
mark the alivrance of the man, to wilt a lady to 
whom he was fo extremely odious, and to whofe 
hufband he was 2 declared enemy ! Even barely to 
enter her houfe would have been impudent enough; 
but he had the confidence to go much farther, and 
very familiarly placed himfeif by her bed-fide. 
He began very gravely with enquiring what day 
and hour fhe was born? Being informed of thefe 

linportant 


2 Alluding to the phrafe of certain Char ens who gained 
their livelihood by gathering a circie round them in the public 
places of Rome, and amuiing the gaping multitude by popu- 
lar traditionary tales, or wonderiul tlories of their own inven- 
non. 
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important particulars he compofes his countenance, 
fixes his eyes, mutters fomething to himfelf, counts 
his fingers, ard all this merely to keep the poor 
fick lady in fufpenfe. When he had finifhed this 
ridiculous mummery, You are, fays he, in one of 
your climacteri¢s; bhozwever you will get over it. 
But for your greater fatisfaétion, I will con- 
Jult a certain diviner, whofe [kill I have frequently 
experienced. Accordingly away he goes, performs 
a facrifice, and returns with the ftrongeft affurances 
that the omens confirmed what he had promifed 
on the part of the ftars. Upon this the credulous 
good woman calls for her will, and gives Regulus 
a handfome legacy. Some time afterwards her 
diftemper increafed ; and in her laft moments fhe 
exclaim’d again{t this infamous wretch who had 
thus bafely deceived her, tho’ he wifh’d every 
curfe might befall his* fon, if what he promifed her 
were not true. But fuch fore of imprecations are 
as common with Regwius, as they are impious ; and 
he continually devotes that unhappy youth to the 

















curfes 


© It was cuftomary among the ancients to fwear by what 
they held moft dear. To this cuftom (as a ] te critic juitly 
obierves) Martial alludes : 








Ecce negas jura/que mihi per templa tonantis ; 
Non credo: jura, werpe, per Anchialum. 


Swear tho’ thou doft by Jove, thou wilt deceive $ 
Swear by Anchialus ; I’ll then believe. 
That is, {wear by your pathic, your boy Anchialus. 
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curfes of thoit gods, whofe vengeance his gwn 
frauds every day provoke. 

Velleius Blaius, a perion of coniular dignity 
and remarkable for his immente wealth, had an in- 
clination in his lalt ficknefs to make fonie altera- 
tionsinhis will. Reguius, wno had lately endeavour- 
ed to infinuate hinmielf into his triendfhip, hoped to 
receive {fome advantage by the intended change; and 
accordingly applies himfelf to the patient’s phyfi- 
Cians, and conjures them to exert all their fkill to 
prolong the poor man’s life. But the moment the 
will was fign’d, his ftile was changed: Akas lons, 
lays he to thefe very phyficians, do yeu doer to 
keep this man in nitfery ? Since you cannot preferve 
bis life, why wil you proltng his death? Blæfus 
is fince dead; and as it he had over-neard every 
word that KResulus had faid, be Has not left him 
one farthing.—=—=And now have you had enough ? 
or like a truant {chool-boy are you tor hftening 
{till to another tale? if fo Regulus will fupply 
you. You muit know then, that Anrell, a 
lady of diftinguithed aan ee defiening 
ta.” execute her will, had dreffid herfilf for that 

purpoie 


° This was an act of wrest ceremony; anJ if -Aurelia’s 
habit was ot the kind which omne ol tie hona indies ied. 
the iegacy muft have been coniderani ° whi weeulus had the 
impucence to afx, ‘* Tho -To Byrar (2. the ingenivus 


ss Dr. Arbuthnot ebifcrves) which we are teld feme “OF the 


ee fadies wore, muł have been of fuch an EXtravewant price, 
of ‘fia. 
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purpote in a moft fplendid manner. Regulus, who 
was prefent as a witncis, turned to the lady, 
and, =rav, fays he, Vece see thefe fine cloatos. 
Aurelia at firit thought him in jeft: but he infift- 
ed upon it very ferioufly, and cbliged her to open 
her will, and infert this legacy; and tho’ he iaw 
her write it, yet he would not be fatisfied till he read 
the claufe himfelf. Howeve Aurelia is Mil alive: 
tho’ Regulus, no doubt, when he folicited this be- 
guelt; expected loon to enjoy it. Thus are legacies 
and eftates conicrr’d upon this abandon’d man, 
as it he rcally deferved them! But why fhould I 
wonder at this in a city where impudence and ini- 
quity receive the fame, do I fay, even greater cn- 
couragement than modefty and virtue ? Regulus is 
a glaring inftance of this truth, who, from a ftate 


of 


ce taat there is no tuf in our age Comes up to 1%. The very 
ce materials of whicn would be worth 491. 12s. the pound 
“« averdupois weight, and confequently a garment weighing 
‘s 20 pounds wouid coit 992 1. exclutive of the manutacture.’ 

Ato. ae ancient coins, Kc. A 146. ANAW I am upon this head, 


ticie ladies 1n the article of “jewels. Pliny the elder} fay s, ne 
iow Lolli Paulina with an. ecuipege of this Kind, amount- 
ing (according to the abore- cited author's calcuration) to 
322,16). 13 25; 4c. of Our money. In cne initance of EN peice 
however, the niouern ladiesfeem toe eos tac ancient, and tho’ 
there appTers aun shimite wartccy of head-creifes upon baits, 
ftatues, and medal vet it is < anes debated among the 
arntigaarics; whe er the Roman ladies were fo coftly in that 
point as the Englith. For the credit of the Zére, I B & leave 
to add, that it is of a very ancient original, and is known to 
have made itə appearance among Coatuls und Dictators. — 


t Lib; 9: 35: 





124 THE LETTERS BooklII. 


of indigence, has, by a traim of the moft villain- 
ous actions, arrived to fuch immentfe riches that 
he once told me, upon confulting the omens to 
know how foon he fhould be worth fixty millions 
of fefterces‘, he found them fo favourable as 
to portend he fhould poffefs double that fum. 
And poffibly he may, if he continues thus to dic- 
tate wills for other people: a fort of fraud, in 
my eftimation, of all others the moft infamous. 
Farewell. | 








* About 430,000l. of our money. 
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LETTER IL; Zo Carvisties. 


Never fpent my time more agreeably, I think, 
than I did lately with Spurinna. I am fo 
much pleafed with the uninterrupted regularity of 
his way of life, that if ever I fheuld arrive at old 
age, there is no man whom I would fooner choofe 
for my model. [look upon a ftated arrangement of 
human aé¢tions, efpecially at that advanced period, 
with the fame fort of pleafure as I behold the 
fettled courfe of the heavenly bodies. In youth, 
indeed, there is a certan deviation from precife 
19 rule 
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rule by no means unbecoming: but in age, 
when bufinefs is unfeafonable, and ambition in- 
decent, all fhould be compofed and uniform. This 
maxim Spurinna religioufly purfues throughout his 
whole conduct. Even in thofe tranfactions which 
one might call minute and inconfiderable, did 
they not occur every day, he obferves a certain 
periodical feafon and methed. The firft part of 
the morning he devotes to ftudy; at eight he 
dreffes, and walks about three miles, in which he 
enjoys at once contemplation and exercife. At 
his return, if he has any friends with him in his 
houfe, he enters upon fome polite and ufeful to- 
pic of converfation; if he is alone, fome book is 
read to him; and fometimes too, when he has vifi- 
tors, if agreeable to the company. ‘When this is 
over he repofes himfelf, and then again either 
takes up a book, or falls into fome difcourfe even 
more entertaining and inftructive. He afterwards 
takes the air in his chariot either with his wife 
(who 1s a lady of uncommon merit) or with forme 
friend: a happinefs which lately was mine. How 
agreeable, how delightful is the enjoyment of him in 
that hour of privacy! You would fancy you were 
hearing fome worthy of ancient times, inflaming 
your breaft with the moft heroic examples, and in- 
ftructing your mind with the moft exalted pre- 
cepts, which yet he delivérs with fo modeft an air, 

it has not the leaft appearance of diétat- 


ing 
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ing. When he has thus taken a tour of about fe- 
ven miles, he gets out of his chariot and walks a 
mile more, after which he returns home, and either 
repofes himfelt, or retires to his ftudy. He has 
an excellent tafte for poetry, and compofes lyric 
odes, both in Greek and Latin, with great elegance. 
It is furprifing what a fweet ow of numbers, and 
what a ipirit of gaye" “nns thro’ his verfes, which 
the venerable charaéter of the author renders ftill 
more pleafing. When the baths are ready, which 
in winter is about three o’clock, and in fum- 
mer about two, he undreffes himfelf; and if there 
happen to be no wind, he waiks for fome time 
in the fun After this he plays a confiderable 
time at tennis: for by this fort of exercife too, he 
combats the effeéts of old age. When he has 
bathed, he throws himfelf upon his couch till 
fupper ” time, and in the mean while {fome agreea- 
ble and entertaining author 1s read to him. In 
this, asin all the reft, his friends are at full liber- 
ty to partake, or to employ themfelves in any 
other manner more fuitabie to their inclination. 
You fit down to an elegant, yet frugal repaft, 








which 

* See B: 6: Let. 16: note *. 

v ‘This was the principal meal among the Romans, at 
which all their feafts and invitations were made; they ufually 
began it abcut their gth hour aniwering pretty_necrlv to our 
3 o'clock in the atternoon. put as Spurinna, we ®.. -did not 
enter upon the exerciles which always preceded this meal till 
the 8thor oth hevur if we allow about 3 hours for thu. pas 
pofe, he could not fit down to table, till toward 6 or 7 o’clock: 
see Det. og: OFf this B. in mot. px 1.97. 
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which is ferved up in antique plate of pure filver. 
He has likewife a complete fervice in Corinthian 
metal, which tho’ he admires as a curiofity, is 
far from being his paffion. At his table he is fre- 
quently entertained with the recital of {ome dra- 
matic piece, fo that even his very mftals are a feaft 
to the underftanding; and tho’ he continues at 
fupper, even in fummer rill the night is fomewhae 
advanced, yet he prolongs the repa{t with fo much 
affability and politenefs, that none of hiseguefts 
ever think it tedious. By this method of living 
he has preferved all his fenfes entire, and his body 
active and vigorous to his 78th year, without 
difcovering any fymptoms of old*age,e but the wif- 
dom. This is thefort of life which I ardently afpire 
after ; and I purpofe to enjoy it, when I fhall arrive 
at thofe years which will juftify a retreat from bu- 
finefs. In the mean while, I am embarraffed with 
a thoufand affairs, in which Spurinna ts at once my 
fupport and my example : for he lkewife as long 
as it became him, entered into all the duties of pub 
lic life. It was by paling through the variqus off- 
ces of the ftate, by governing provinces, and by in- 
defatigable 





¢ This metal, whatever it vas compofed of, (for that point 
is by no means clear) was fo ighly elteemed among the an- 
cients, that they preferred ite entogold: 


JE raque ab Iflmiacis cure poticra favillis. 
Stat. Sylv. 2. 
Corinthian brafs more precjous*far than gold, 








Book III. OF PLIN Y- 129 


defatlgable toil, that the merited the repofe he 
now enjoys. I propoie to mylelf the fame courfe 
and the fame limits: and I here give it to you under 
my hand that I do fo. If an ill-timed ambition 
fhould carry me beyond thofe bounds, produce 
this letter again{t me ; and condemn me to repofe, 


whenever I may enjoy jt without being reproached 
with indolence. Farewel. 





LETTER II. Zo Maximus. 


Think I may claim a right to afk the fame 
fervices of you for my friends, as I would 
offer to yours if I had the fame opportunity. Ar- 
rianus M/aturius is a perfon of great eminence 
among the ° Altinates. When I fay this, it is not 
with refpect to his fortunes (which however are 
very confiderable ;) it is in allufion to the purity, the 
integrity, the prudence, and the fanctity of his 
manners. His counfel fteers me in my affairs, 
and his judgement diretts me in my ftudies ; for 
cruth, honour and knowledge, are the diftinguifhing 
qualities which mark his character. He loves me 
(and I cannot exprefs his affection in ftronger 
terms) with a tendernefs equal to your. As he 
is a ftranger tro the paffiqgn of ambition, he is 
contented with remaining im the Equeftrian order 


when he might eafily have advanced himfelf into 
Vor. i. I a higher 




















> Altino in the Venetian ter‘itories, now deftroy’d. 
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a higher rank. = It behoves me however to take 
care his merit be rewarded as it delerves; and 
I would fain without his knowledge or expecta- 
tion, and probably too contrary to his inclina- 
tion, add to his honours. The poft I wih to 
obtain for him is fome ftation of great dignity 
and yer attended with ng trouble. I beg, when 
any thing of that mature offers, you would think 
of him: it will be an obligation which both 
he and I fhall ever remember with the grearet{t 
gratitude. For tho’ he has no afpiring views to 
gratify, he will be as fenfible of the favour, as if he 
had received it in confequence of his own defires. 








Farewel. 





LETTER Ili: Fo PAISevcLua. 


T is not eafy to determine whether my affection 

or e{teem were greater, for that wife and excel- 
lent man your father; but this is moft certain, that 
in refpeét to 47s memory and your virtues, -I heye 
the tendereft value for you. Can [I fael then to 
with (as I fhall by every means 1n my power en- 
deavour) that your fon may copy the virtues of 
both his grandfathers, particularly his maternal ? 
as indeed his father an l his uncle will furnifh him 
alfo with very illuftric us examples. “he ftureft 
method to train him up in the fteps of thefe re- 
fprttable men, is early t» feafon his mind with polite 
learning 
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learning and ufeful knowledge: and it is of the 
lait confequence from whom he receives thefe in- 
{tru€tions. Hitherto he has had his education 
under your €ye,. and in your houte, where he is 
expofed to few, I fhould rather fay to no wrong 
But he is now of an age to be fent 





impreffions. 
from home, and it ig time to place him with fome 
profeffor of Rhetoric; of whofe difcipline and 
method, but above all of whofe morals you may 
be well fatisficed. Amongit the many advantages 
for which this amiable youth is indebted to na- 
ture and fortune, he has that of a moft beautiful 
perfon: it is neceffary therefore, in this loofe 
and YVlippery age, to find out one who will not 
only be his tutor, but the guardian and protector of 
his virtue. I will venture to recommend Julius 
Genitor to you under that character. I love him, I 
confefs, extremely: but my affection does by no 
means prejudice myjudgement; on the contrary it is, 
in truth the effect of it. Hiis behaviour 1s grave, and 
his morals irreproachable; perhaps fomewhat 
too fevere and rigid for the libertine manners of 
theie times. His qualifications in his profeffion 
you may learn from many athers ; for the powers of 
cloquence, as they are op nto all the world, are 
foon diitcovered: but the- qualities ot the heart lie 
more concealed , and cut of the reach ef com- 
mon obfervatian ; and it 1s on zbat tide L un- 
dertake to be anfwerabte for my friend. Your 

A 2 fon 
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fon will hear nothing from this worthy man, but 
what will be for his advsyntage to Know, nor 
learn any thing of which it would be happier 
he fhould be ignorant. Hie will reprefent to 
hini as often, and with as much zeal as you or 
I fhould, the virtues of his anccftors, and what a 
slorious weight of ijluftriave charaéters he has to 
fupport. You will mot hefitate then to place him 
with a tutor, whofe fir{t care will be to farm his 
manners, and afterwards to inftruct him in elo- 
quence; an attainment ill-acquired if with the 
neolest of moral nriproverments.{. PFarewel. 


Ink TBE. IVs We MaAcCRINGSs: 


HLO’ my friends here, as well as the town 
in gcneral; kem to approve Of immy Con- 
duct in the affair L am coing to mention, yet | 
cannot fatisfy mvielf withcut knowing your fen- 
timents; and as 1 wifhed for your advice before 


I engaged in it, fo I am extremely defirous sf 
your judgment now fis fnifhed. Having obtain- 





ed eave t6 be abient from my office as 
head of the tréatury, went into ‘Tufcany to 


look after forme works which I am carrying on 
there for the benefit df that province, at my 
own exverce. In the :uterval, deputies on the 
part of the Beetici arrped with complaints of 
tome grievances they had fuffered under the go- 

verament 
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vernment of Cecilius Clafficus; and applied to 
the fenate that I might be appointed counfel for 
them. My very worthy and obliging colleagues 
reprefented on my behalf, the necefiary engage- 
ments of our office, and endeavoured to get me 
excuied. Upon this the fenate paffed a decree 
greatly to my honour: tbey ordered that I fhould 
be counfel for thé province, provided the deputies 
could obtain my confent. At my return they 
tvere again introduced into the fenate, and there 


renewed their petition in my prefence. They 
conjured me by that generous affiftance I had given 
them in their caufe againft Bzaebius, and by all 
the obligations I lay under of fupporting my avow- 
ed clients, that I would not now defert them. | 


perceived the fenate was inclined to grant this 
petition, by that general affent which is the ufual 


forerunner of all their decrees. Whereupon I rofe 
and told the houfe, that I no longer infifted 


upon the reafonablecefs of the excufe I had al- 
ledged : and they feemed pleafed with the refpectful 


modefty of my anfwer. I was determined in this 
refolution, not only becgyufe I found it agreeable 
to the inclinations of the fenate (yhich indeed 
had great weight with nge), but for many other, 
tho’ lefs important canficerations- 
























whom they were 
13 
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by the laws * of hofpitality, and that thëre- 
fore it would be highiy ungrnerocus to abandon a 
collective body, to whom I ftood in the fame re- 
lation. Befaides, I conGidered the danger as well as 
the fatigue I went thro’ in the laft caufe I under- 
took for this province; and I was unwilling to lole 
the merit of my former ferviers, by denving their 
requeft in the prefent fInftance. For fuch is the dif- 
pofition of mankind, that the favour you refufe, can- 
cels all you have confer’d; and tho’ you oblige them 
ever fo often, they will forget athoufand compliances 
and yet remember afingle denial. I confidered like- 
wife, that Clafficus being dead, the great objection 
of expofing a fenator, was removed ; and that in un- 
dertaking this caufe, I fhould merit the fame thanks 
from my clients as if he were alive, without the 
hazard of giving offence to any particular perfon. 
In a word, I thought if I complied with their defires 
on this occafion, I could with a better grace deny 
my afiiftance to them in any future, where I mighr 












have 


a The obfervation of Euftathius upon the interview of Glau- 
cus and Diomed in the 6th Ilia& astranflated by Mr. Pope in his 
motes upon that place, will th ow a light upon this paffage, 
which may be cf tervice to thé Engliħ Reader. << The laws 
<< of hoipiiai:tty, (favs he) wer anciently held in great venera- 
tion. The friendfhip contrated thereby was fo facred 
<< that they prefewed it to all he bonds of confanguinity and 
“< alliance aná accounted it ob igatory to the 3d and 4th ge- 

neractlon.— We ice Diomed :.nd Glaucus agreeing not to be 
enemies during the whole cou-fe of a war, only becaufe their 
grandfathers had been mutvAl gueits.—Tiev preferved in 
their families the prefents which had been m 42 on thefe 
otcafions, as obliged to transmit to their childree the me- 
s< morials of their right of hofpitality.”? 
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have reafons for declining to be their advocate. For 
all eur offices have their limits; and the belt way 
of referving to ourfelves the liberty of refufing 
where we would, is to comply where we can. 
Thus you have heard the motives which influenced 
me in this tranfaétion: it now remains that 
you give me your fentiments, which I fhall receive 
with equal farisfaétion either as an inftance of your 
fincerity, or a fanction to my conduct. Farewell. 


TLETTER V. Zo MACER.: 





Have the pleafure to find you are fo great an ad- 
mirer of my uncle’s works, as to wifh to have 
2 complete colleétion of them ; and for that pur- 
pote defire me to fend you an account of all the 
treatifes he wrote. I will point them out to you 
in the order in which they were compofed: for 
however immaterial shat may feem, it is a fort of 
information not at all unacceptable to men of let- 
ters The firft book he publifhed, was a treatife 
concerning the art of ufing the javelin on borfeback : 
this he wrote when he commanded a troop of 
horfe ; and it is drawn wp with great accuracy and 
judgement. The life of Pomponius Secundus, in two 
volumes : Pomponius hal a very great affection for 
him, and he thought he owed this teibute to his me- 
mory. Tbe hiffory of the wars in Germany; canfifting 
of twenty basks, in which he gave an account of 
I 4 al} 
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all the battles we were engaged in againft that 
nation. A dream which he had when he 
ferved in the army in Germany, firft fug- 
gefted to him the defign of this work. He 
imagined that Drufus Nero (who extended his 
conquefts very far into that country, and there 
loft his life) appeared te him in his fleep, and 
conjured him not to- futfer his memory to be 
buried in oblivion. He has left us likewife a 
treatife upon eloquence, divided into fix volumes 
In this work he takes the orator from his cradle, 
and leads him on till he has carried him up to the 
higheft point of perfection in this art. In the 
latter part of Nero’s reign, when the tyranrty of 
the times made it dangerous to engage in {ftudies 
of a more free and elevated fpirit, he publifhed 
a piece of criticifm in eight books, concerning 
ambiguity in expreffon. "Ae has completed the 
hiftory which Aufidius Baffus left unfinifhed, and 
has added to it thirty books And laftly, he has 
left thirty-feven books upon the fubjecét of na- 
tural hiftory : this is a work of great compafs and 
learning, and almoft as full of variety as nature 
herfelt Yau will wonder how a man fo engaged 
as he was, could find ime to compofe fuch a 
number of books; and fome of them too upon 
abftrufe fykyects. But yeur furprife will rife ftill 
higher, when you hear, that for fome time he en- 


gaged 
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apprehenfien, joined to unwearied 


began his 
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After a fhort and light repsaft at noon (agreeably 
to the good old cuftom of oar anceftors) he would 
frequently in the fummer, if he was difengaged 
from bufinefs, repofe himfelf in the fun; during 
which time fome author was read to him, from 











«whence he made extraéts anda obfervations; as in- 


deed this was his conftant meshod whatever book 
he read: for it was a maxim of his, that “f no 





nerally went into the cold bath, and as foon as he 


came out of it, juft took a flight refrefhment, and 
i i Thus, as if 





his manner of life amuilft the noife and hurry 
of the town: but in the country his whole time 


was 
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was devoted to itu}v without intermifion, ex- 
cepting only when f® bathed. In this exception 
I include no more than the time he was achial- 
Iv inthe bath; for while he was rubbed and wiped, 
he was cimployed either in hearing fome book 
read to him, or in aciictating himfelf. In his 
jzournies he joft no time from his ftudies, but his 
mind at thofe feafons being difengaged from all 
other bufinefs, applied itfelf wholly to that fingle 
purfuit. A fecretary °conftantly attended him in his 
chariot, who, in the winter, wore a particular fort 
of warm gloves, that the fharpnefs of the weather 
might not accafien any interruption to my uncle’s 
ftudfes : and for the fame reafon when in Rome he 
was always carried in a chair. I remember he once 
reproved me for walking: ‘* You might, faid he, 
‘< employ thofe hours to more advantage :” for he 
thought every hour loft, that was not given to 
itudy. By this extraordinary application he found 
time to compote the feveral treatifes I have menti- 
oned, befides one hundred and fixty volumes which 
he 




















° The word in the origin l, implies a perfon who wrote 
fhort hand; an art which the Romans carried to its hagcheR 
perfection, as, appears from the following epigram - 





Cerrant verba licet, marus eff velecsus illis ; 
Nondum lingua suum, aextra peregit opas 
Müt ay. 208. 


Swift tha’ te words, (the pen fill fwifter fped) 
‘The jana has finifh’d, ere the tonguc has faid. 
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he left me by his will, confifting of a kind of 


common-place, written on both fides, in a very 
{mall charaéter; fo that one might fairly reckon 
the number confiderably more. I have heard him 
fay, that when he was comptroller of the revenue in 
Spain, Largius Licinius offered him four hundred 
thoufand * fefterces for thefe manufcripts: and 
yet they were not then quite fo numerous. When 
you refleét upon the books he has read, and the 
volumes he has written, are you not inclined to fuí- 
pect that he never was engaged in the affairs of 
the public, or the fervice of his prince? On the 
other hand, when you are informed how indefa- 
tigable he was in his ftudies, are you not difpofed 
to wonder that he read and wrote no more?’ For, 
on one fide, what obftacles would not the bufi- 
nefs of a court throw in his way? And on the other, 
what is it that fuch intenfe application might not 
perform? I cannot but fmile therefore when I hear 
myfelf called a ftudious man, who in comparifon 
to him am an arrant loiterer. But why do I men- 
tion myfelf, who am diverted from thefe purfuits, 
by numberlefs affairs both public and private > 
Even they whofe whole ives are devoted to ftudy, 
muft blufh to appear as mere idlers when compared 
with him. — I have run out my letter, I per- 
ceives beyond the extent I at firt defigned, which 

Was 




















c About 32001. of our money. 


5 








Book III. OF PLIN Y. 145 


was only to inform you, as you defired, what 
treatifes he has left behind him. But I truft 
this will not be lefs acceptable to you than the 
books themfelves, as it may poffibly, not only 
raife your curiofity to read his works, but your 
emulation to copy his gxample, by fome attempts 
ef the fame nature.  Farowel. 











LETTER VI. To SEVERUS. 


I Have lately purchafed with a legacy that was left 
me, a ftarue of Corinthian brafs. It is {mall in- 
deed, but well executed, at leaft if I have any judg- 
ment; which moft certainly in matters of this fort, 
as perhaps in all others, 1s extremely defective. 
Hiowever, I think I have a tafte to difcover the 
beauties of this figure: as it is naked, the faults, 
if there be any, as well as the perfedétions, are 
more obfervable. Itreprefents 2n old man ftand- 
ing.. The bones, the mufcles, the veins, and 
wrinkles are fo ftronsly exprefied, that you would 
imagine the figure to be animated. ‘The cha- 
racter is well preferved throughout every part of 
the body: the hair is tfin, the forehead broad, 
the face fhriveled, the throat lank, the arms lan- 
guid, the breaft fallen, and the belly funk; as 
the whole turn and air of the figure bchind, is 


expreffive of aid age. It appears to be antique 
from 
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from the colour of the brafs. In fhort, it Is 2 
performance fo highly finrhed as to merit the 
attention of the moft curidus, and to afford at 
the fame time pleafure to the moft comimon ob- 
ferver: and this induced me, who am an ab- 
folute novice in this art, rao buy it. But I did fo, 
not with any intent of placing it in my own houic 
(for I have nothing of that kind there) but with 
a defien of fixing it in fome conipicuous place in 
my native province, perhaps in the temple of Jw- 
piter : for it is a prefent well worthy of a temple 
and a god. I defire therefore you would, with that 
care with which you always execute my requeits, 
give immediate orders for a pedeftal to be made for 
it. I leave the choice of the marble to you, but 
let my name be engraven upon it, and, if you 
think proper, my titles. I will fend the itarue by 
the firft opportunity; or pofhibly, (which I am ture 
you will like better) I may bring it myfelf: for I 
intend, if I can find leifure, to make an excurfion 
to you. This is a piece of news which I know 
you will rejoice to hear; bur vou will foon change 
your countenance when tell you my vifit will be 
only for a few days: fonthe fame bufinefs that now 
detains me here, will prevent my making a longer 


Ray. Farewei. 
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CANINIUS. 


LETTER wil. To 


I AM juft now informed, that Silius Italicus has 

ftarved himfelf to death, at his villa near 
Naples. Having been afflicted with a cancerous 
humour, which was dtemed incurable, he grew 
weary of life under fuch painful circumftances, and 
therefore put an end to it, with the moít determin- 
ed courage. Fie had been extremely fortunate 
thro’ the whole courfe of his days, excepting only 
the lofs of his younger fon; however, Zhbaf was 
made up to him in the {fatisfaction of feeing his 
eldeft, who is of a more amiable character, attain 
the confular dignity, and of leaving him 1n a very 
flourifhing fituation. He fuffered in his reputati— 
on in the time of Nero, having been fufpected 
of being concerned in fome of the informations 
which were carried on in the reign of that prince; 
but he made ufe of his interef{t with Vitellius, with 
great difcretion and humanity. Hie acquired much 
honour by his adminiftration of the government of 
Afia; and by his approv.£d conduét, after his re- 
tirement from public bu inefs, cleared his character 
from that ftain which nis former intrigues had 
thrown upon it. He lived as a private nobleiman, 
without power, and confequently without envy. 
Tho he frequently was confined to his bed, and 


always ta tis chamber, yet he was highly re- 
{petted 
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fpeéted and much vifited; nar with an interefted 
view, but merely on accound of his merit. Fle 
employed his time between converfing with men 
of letters, and compofing verfes ; which he fome- 
times recited, in order to try the opinion of 
the public: but he difcovered in them more 
induftry than genius. In the decline of his years 
he entirely quitted Rome, and lived altogether 
in Campania, from whence even the acceffion of 
the new *emperor could not draw him: A cir- 
cumftance which I mention as well to the ho- 
nour of the prince, who was not difpleafed with 
his taking that liberty, as of Italicus who was not 
afraid to make ufe of it. He was reproached with 
indulging his tafte for the fine arts at an immode- 
rate expence. Hie had feveral villas in the fame 
province, and the laft purchafe was always the 
chief favourite, to the neglect of all the reft. They 
were furnifhed with large collections of books, 
{tatues and piétures, which he more than enjoyed, 
he even adored ; particularly the ftatue of Virgil, of 
whom he was fo paffionste an admirer, that he ce- 
lebrated the anniverfary of that poet’s birth-day 
with more folemnity than his own; efpecially at 
Naples, where he ufed to approach ° his tomb with 














as 

2 Trajan.. 

b ‘Travellers are ftill fhewn a monument near Naples which 
is called Virgil’s tomb. But Mr. Addifon << thinks it 1s almoft 
e€ certain, that this tomb ftood on the otler fid >f the town, 
«<e which looks towards mount Vetuvio. Adcifon -Y'ravels, 

p- 164. 
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as much reverence as if it had been a temple. In 
this ftate of tranquillity he lived to the feventy-fifth 
year of his age, withra delicate, rather than a 
fickly conftitution. As he was the laft perfon upon 
whom Nero conferred the confular office (that 
prince being killed during his confulfhip) fo he was 
the laft alfo that furvived of all thofe who had been 
raifed by him to that dignity. When I confider 
this circumftance, I cannot forbear lamenting the 
tranfitory condition of mankind. Is there any thing 
zn nature fo fhort and limited as human life, even 
in its moft extended period? Does it not feem to 
you, my friend, but yefterday, that Nero was upon 
the throne ? and yet not one of all thofe who were 
confuls in his reign now remains ! But why fhould 
I wonder at an event fo common? Lucius Pifo 
(the father of that Pifo who was infamoufly alaf- 
nated by Valerius Feftus in Africa) ufed to fay, he 
did not fee one perfon in the * fenate who fat in 
that houfe when he was conful: fuch multitudes 
are fwept away in fo fhort a fpace! I am therefore 
fo far from thinking thofe teurs of Xerxes need any 

VoL. I. K apology, 


p- 164. Mabillon, in his Muf. Ital. p. 112, fayss the follow- 
ing epitaph was dug up there : 




















Siffite viatores quæÆ£fo, pauca legite < 
lic fitus eft Afaro ! 
Stay travellers, I beg, and read this fhort Infcription : 
Here lies Maro! 
The numbc of fenaters, as regulated by Auguftus, was 600 
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apology, that in myjudgmen hiftory does honour to 
his charaéter, which inforns us, that when this 
prince had attentively flurveyed his immenfe army, 
he could not forbear weeping, from the re- 
fie&tion that fo many thoufand lives would io foon 
be extinét. The more arderit therefore fhould our 
endeavours be to lengthen out this fhort portion of 
exiftence, by acquifitions of glory, if not in the 
active fcenes of life (which is not always in our 
own power) yet however in thofe of literary 
occupations; and fince it is not granted us to 
live long, let us tranfmit to pofterity fome me- 
morial that we have at leaft tivepv. I well know, 
you want not any incitement; but the warmth of 
my affection inclines me to forward you in the 
courfe you already purfue; as I have often 
found myfelf encouraged in mine by your gener- 
eus exhortations. How glorious is the contention, 
when two friends thus ftrive who fhall animate 
each other moft in their purfuits of immortal fame: 
Farewel. 














LETTER VINI. Zo TrRaNQUILLUS. 





H E obliging manner in which you defire me 
to confer the ° military tribunate upon your 
relation, whith I had obtained of the ° moft illu- 
{trious 





a See B. 4. Lett. 4. note *, p. 191.- 
> This was a title given to all fenafprs, the times of the 
latter emperors. 
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{ftrious Neratius Marcellus for yourfelf, is agreeable 
to that refpeét with which you always treat me. 
As it would have givén me great pleafure to have 
feen you in that poft, fo it will not be lefs accept- 
able to me te have it beftowed upon the perfon 
you recommend. Fer hardly, I think, would it 
be confiftent to wifh the advancement of a friend’s 
honours, and yet envy him the nobleft of all diftinc- 
tions, that of a generous and an affectionate 
relation. To deferve preferment and to beftow 
it, is a glorious charaéter ; and it will be yours, if you 
refign to your friend, what is due to your own 
merit. And of this glory I too fhall partake, when 
the world fhall know by the prefent inftance, that 
my friends not only are raifed to the tribunefhip 
but have the power alfo to di/fpofe of it. I readily 
therefore comply with your generous requeft ; and 
as your name it not yet entered upon the roll, I 
can without difficulty infert that of Silvanus in its 
ftead : and may he accept this good office at your 
hands with the fame grateful difpofition as I am 
ure you will receive it from mine! Farewel. 
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LETTER IX. Jo MINUTIANUS 





A M now at leifure to irform you of the great 
fatigue I underwent in defence of the province 
of Bztica: a caufe which turned upon a variety of 
queftions, and took up feveral days in hearing. 
Cezecilius Clafficus was governor of Bztica, the year 
that Marius Prifcus adminiftered the fame office 
in Africa. Czcilrus was a man of a bafe, 
abandoned charaéter, and had exercifed his awu- 
thority with great violence and oppreffion. He 
was a native of Africa, as Prifcus was of Bzetica; 
ın allufion to which the latter people ufed archly 
to fay, (for a ftrong fenfe of injuries often gives 
a certain poignancy to the expreffion of one’s 
feelings) we are paid in our own coin*. ‘he 
only difference between them was, that Marius 
was profecuted on the part of a fingle city, 
as 

















This feems to be one cf thofe pafflages to which iè is im- 
pofible not only for a tranflator to do juitice, but, perhaps, 
even for the moft fkiiful in the ariginal language to enter Múr 
its true fpirit. The expreffiun, in its primary fenfe, implies no 
more than this: *‘* I have received a misfortune and returned 
<< it.” (Dedi malum E3 accepi ;) in which there does not ap- 

ear even the fainteft fhadow of wit or raillery. An inftance 
of the fame kind occurs in B. 4a. Let. 11. where our author 
commends a farcafm of Valerius Licinianus, as the moft tevere 
and {pirited imeginable, tho’ there feems to be little in it 
to deferve thet character. In both cafes it is highly probable, 
that the force of the raillery confifted either in fome allufion, 
which we cannot difcover at this diftance ; er the words them- 
feives, perhaps, might, by fome double meanmmg, carry a fenfe 
when they were ipoken, which is now Tof. Nor is to be won- 
dered 
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as alo by feveral private perfons ; whereas the 


arge againft Claf rus was brought in the name 
province of Bztica. He 








cl 
of the whole unite 
efcaped, however, the confequences of this impeach- 
ment, either by an accidental or voluntary death, 
I know not which. i: 1s certain, at leaft, the world 
imputed to him the difgrace of the latter; tho’ I 
muft confefs thut point is to me extremely doubt- 
ful. Foras on the one hand, it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that any man would rather choofe to die 
than be arraigned on a charge from which he 
could not clear himfelf; fo on the other, it is fur- 
prifing, that he who was not afhamed to commit 
the crimes of which he was accufed, fhould yet 
prefer death to the difgrace of a public conviction, 
Neverthelefs, the Bztici perfifted in going on with 
the profecution againft him. This privilege, which 
the laws admit, was now, after long difufe, revived. 
They went farther, and infifted that his accomplices 
fhould likewife be proceeded againit at the {ame 
rime. I was counfel for the province, together 


with Ivucceius Albinus. He is a copious and 
K 3 elegant 








dered we fhould be under a difficulty of this kind, when the 
Romans themfelves, as Quinétilian informs us, were, even in 
his time, at a lofs to difcover the true humour of feveral of 
Cicero’s occafional Bows Mors, in that colleétion of them which 
were then extant; and that penetrating critic affurc sus shat tho” 
many had endeavoured to clear up and explain the force and 
propriety o^ tram, the attempt had always proved umfucceis- 


tul. QOniunét. 6. C 3 
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elegant fpeaker; and tho’ I always loved the man, 
yet the being joined with him in this caufe, has 
confiderably heightened my affection for him. 
There is fomething in the purfuit of fame, 
efpecially of the oratorical kind, that is felfifh, 
unfociable and jealous of participation; but there 
was no rivalfhip between us, and we united our 
common efforts in the management of this trial, 
without being mutually excited by any envious con- 
tention to difplay fuperior talents. Wethought the 
point in queftion was of too much importance, and 
of too complicated a nature, for each of us to be 
limited to a fingle fpeech; being apprehenfive we 
fhould neither have ftrength, nor time, to make 
good our charge againft fo many parties, if we com- 
prized them all under one general accufation. Such 
a variety of perfons and facts would be apt to con- 
found, as well as weary, the attention of the judges. 
Befides, in that collective way of proceeding, 
either the intereft of fome might prove a protection 
to all the reft; or the moft inconfiderable of thr 
party might be facrificed to the juftice of their 
country, ‘in order to favour the efcape of thofe of 
a more confpicyious rank : for partiality never exerts 
itfelf with more fuccefs, than when it Is concealed 
under the fpecious appearance of feverity. We re- 
memtsered the advice of Sertorius, who directed the 


jtrongeft foldier to tear off the horfe’s tai] at once, and 
tic 
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the weakeft to pullitoff hair by hair.— But you know 
the* tory. In the far- e manner we thought we had 
no other way to cope with fuch a numerous body of 
criminals, but by attacking them fingly. Our firft 
and principal point was to prove Clafficus guilty, 
which would prepare the way to his accomplices; for 
till that was done, it would not be poffible to fix any 
charge upon the latter. Amongít thefe we fingled 
out Bzbius Probus, and Fabius Hifpanus, whom 
we thought it advifable to arraign immediately 
after Clafflicus; thefe perfons being confiderable by 
their intereft, and Hiifpanus in particular by his 
eloquence. “There was no difficulty in proving the 
allegations againft Clafficus, for there was found a- 
mong his papers an account under his own hand of 
the feveral fums he had taken, and upon what occa- 
Gons. A letter was alfo produced which he fent to a 

K 4 certain 














a The ftory, as related by Valerius Maximus, is to this pur- 
pofe Sertorius being grofcribed by Sylla, put himfelf at the 
head of the Lufitani. ‘IDhete people, upon a certain occafion, 

ere fo attacking at once the whole Rosnan army, greatly fu- 
perior to them in mumbers. Seztorius endeavoured to diffuade 
them by all the arguments in his power, from ío rafh a pur- 
pofe ; but finding his oratory prevailed nothing, he ordered 
two horfes to be brought before him, and calling a young lufty 
foldier, and a worn out veteran, he dire¢ted the former to 

oll off the horfe’s tail at once, and the other by degrees. 
‘(he confequence was, the young man exerted all his ftrength 
in vain, while the old fellow performed his tafk. ‘Thus, fays 
that author, thefe rude ungovernable people, who were run- 
ning headlong to their deftruétion, were convinced by this vi- 
fible reprefentrtion, of the juftnefs of that advice, which had 
no influence apon “cm in the way of reafoning. Val. Max. 
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certain favourite miftrefs of his at Rome, wherein he 
exprefies himfelf in thefe words: Rejoice with me, for 
I am preparing to return to yor; and in fuch a man- 
ner as to have nothing to fear jrom my creditors, bav- 
ing raifed four millions ° of Jefterces upon the Betici. 
But it coft us much time and pains to make 
good the articles againít Hiifpanus and Probus. 
Before I came to the partieuiar accufations 
againít thefe, I thought it extremely neceílary to 
prove, that to be the agents and miunifters of a 
governor in matters manifeftly unjyuft, was in 
itfelf criminal. For they did not pretend to 
deny the fact, but pleaded in their excufe, that 
they were officers under Clafficus, and therefore 
obliged to obey his orders. Claudius Reititutus, 
who was counfel on their fide, has often affured me, 
he never was more perplexed and difconcerted than 
when he perceived I had feized this poft, in 
which he had placed all his ftrength and confi- 











dence; tho” no man is more expert and vigi- 
lant in his profeflion, or more prepared aga:nft 
a furprize. The fenate decreed, that an ac- 


count fhould be taken of the effects Clafficus 
pofieffled before he went to his government, 
which fhould be given to his daughter, and di- 
reéted the overplus to be divided among the un- 
happy fufferers. The decree added, that his 

creditors 


About 32,0001. of our money. 
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creditors fhould refund whatever monies they 
had received fince his return. EHifpanus and Pro- 
bus were fentenced tc be banifhed for five years : 
fo very atrocious did that conduét now appear, 
which feemed at firft to be doubted whether it 
was criminal or not. A few days afterwards we 
proceeded againft Clavius Fufcus, who married 
the daughter of Clafficus, and Stillonius Prif- 
cus, who commanded a troop under him; but 
with very different fuccefs: for the former was 
acquitted, and the latter banifhed Italy for two 
years. At the third hearing, we thought it ex- 
pedient to join feveral accomplices in one gene- 
ral charge, left by protracting this affair any 
longer, the patience of even the judges themfelves 
would be quite worn out and exhaufted by fatigue. 
We had indeed defignedly referved the moft in- 
confiderable of the perfons concerned, to this day ; 
the wife of Clafficus only excepted, againft whom, 
tho’ there was {ftronp fufpicion, the proofs were 
by no means thought clear: as to his daughter, 
who was likewife in the number of the accufed, 
there was not the leaft ground for any charge 
againít her. When therefore in the cloíe 
of the pleadings I was to take notice of the 
latter, I thought it would ui become me to 
bear hard upon one who appeared to be innocent ; 
and therefore I fpoke very fully and freely in her 
vindication. Inde d, as this impeachment was now 

drawing 
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drawing to a conclufion, there was no danger that 
this laft circumftance would take off from the 
weight of the accufation »gainft her father, as 
it might if I had defended her in the out-fet of 
the caufe. I addrefied my‘elf to the deputies, and 
defired they would tcll me if they had any thing 
to alledge againft her, which they thought they 
could prove; and appealed to the fenate whe- 
ther I ought to employ my talents, if in gruth I 
had any, to the deftruction of an innocent perfon : 
and I concluded with faying, But perhaps I fhall 
be afked if I take upon myfelf to acl as a judge? By 
no means: I confider myfelf bowever as an advocate 
chojen from amidft that venerable body. 

Thus ended this profecution, in which fo many 
parties were concerned, fome of whom were 
acquitted, but the greater number condemned, 
either to perpetuai banifhment, or for a limited 
time. “The fenate were pleafed in the fame de- 
cree to honour us with a moft ample teftimony of 
our diligence, fidelity and refolute perfeverarce 
in the management of this important bufinefs 
the only reward we could have received equal to 
the very labarious office we had iuftained. You 
will eafily comceive the fatigue we underwent in 
fpeaking and debating fo long and fo often, and 
in examining, 2Mffting, and confuting fuch a 
number of witnefies ; as well as what a difficult 
and difagreeable rafx we had to withftand the 

private 
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private folicitations, znd public oppofition of the 
friends of the feveral parties accufed. ‘To give 
you an inftance: one «f the judges themfelves, who 
thought I prefied too hard upon a defendant whom 
he favoured, could not forbear interrupting: me; 
Give me leave, faid I, to go on; for when I fhall 
kave faid all I meant to fay, be will fiill be as 
innocent, as he was before. From hence you will 
colleét what a fcene of contention I went through, 
and what enemies I brought upon myfelf. How- 
ever it was but for a feafon. For tho’ an honeft dif- 
charge of one’s duty may, for the time, offend thofe 
it oppofes ; yet it will at laft be juftified and admiured, 
even by the very perfons who fuffer from it. 

Thus I have laid before you in the cleareft 
manner I am able, this whole tranfaction. You 
will regret, perhaps, the reading of fo long a letter, 
and tell me it was fcarce worth the trouble. Afk 
me then no more what is doing at Rome; and re- 
member, in my excufe, that confidering the time 
nais trial took up, the great number of perfons 
concerned, and the _ feveral proceedings againít 
them, my letter is of no unreafonable length and 
I really think I have related the whole with as 
much brevity as exacétnefs.— But upon recollection 
I muft recall that laft word : for I perceive, a lit- 
tle too late indeed, that I have omitted a ma- 
terial circumftance. However, I will mention 
it here, tho’ fomewhat out of its place. In this I 

have 
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have the example of Homer, and feveral other 
great names, to keep me im countenance; and the 
critics will tell you this interted manner of relat- 
ing faéts has its beauties : but upon my word, It 1s 
a beauty I had not at all in view. One of the 
witnefies, whether in refentment that he was fum- 
moaned contrary to his inclination, or that he was 
fuborned by fome of the parties accufed to weaken 
the credit of the charge, defired leave to exhibit ar- 
ticles againft Norbanus Licinianus, one of the depu- 
ties, and a commiffioner appointed to carry on the 
prefent profecution, alledging, that he had ° prevari- 
cated in his charge againft Cafta, the wife of Clafficus. 
‘The law direéts that the party acculfed fhall be firft 
proceeded againft, before any information fhall be 
received to the prejudice of the perfon who brings 
the charge; becaufe, how far the information is to 
be. credited will beft appear from the manner in 
which the original caufe is conducted. But fo 
extremely odious was Norbanus, that neither the 
authority of the laws, nor a regard to his public 
function, could prote& him. He was a man ot 
an irfamoous character, who, like many others, had 
ufed his intereft with Domitian to very vile pur- 
pofes. He ws appointed one of the commiuffion- 
ers by the province to manage this trial, not be- 
caufe they had any opinion of his integrity, but as 

being 








2 A prevaricator is defined by the Civilians, tobe one that 
betrays the caufe to the adverfary, and turns on the ouminal’s 
fide whom he ought to profecute. 
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being adeclared enemv to Clafficus, by whom he had 
been banifhed. Norbanus defired he might have time 
allowed him for his d=fence, and a copy of the ar- 
ticles of his accufation. Both which were refufed 
him, and he was ordered to anfwer immediately 
to the charge. He did fo; and when I confider 
the genius and character of the man, I know not 
whether I fhould fay with great confidence, or great 
{pirit, but undoubtedly without the leaft embarafi- 
ment. ‘There were many articles alledged againit 
him, much more to his difadvantage than the crime 
with which he was particularly charged. Among 
the reft, Pamponius Rufus, and Libo Frugi, per- 
fons of confular dignity, depofed, that he was coun- 
fel, in the reign of Domitian, for thofe infamous 
wretches who had informed againft Salvius Labe- 
ralis. In fhort, Norbanus was condemned and ba- 
nifhed. Whentherefore I entered upon the charge 
againft Cafta, I infifted fingly upon this fentence 
againft Norbanus. But I urged this to little pur- 
ofe; for by a very unprecedented and indeed 
a contradiétory way of proceeding, the perfon 
accufed was acquitted, while he who had onter- 
ed into this combination in her favour, was con- 
demned. You will be curious iò be informed 
how we, who were counfel againft her, a¢ted in 
this extraordinary conjuncture. We acquainted. 
the fenate, that as we had received all our 
information from Norbanus, we could nor, if he 

fhould 
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fhould be convicted of collufion with this woman, 
proceed without new inftructions : having faid 
this, we fate down during his whole trial, with- 
out interpofing. Norbanus, after his conviction, 
continued prefent every day throughout the remain- 
der of the proceedings, and preferved the fame firm- 
nefs, or unembarraffed countenance to the laft. 
And here upon reviewing my letter I find I have 
been guilty of another omiffion. I fhould have 
told you, that Salvius Luiberalis inveighed ftrong 
ly againft the reft of the deputies, infifting, that 
they had betrayed the truit repofed in them by the 
province, and had not brought to juftice all the 
parties they were directed to profecute. As he is 
a man of great warmth of temper and much elo- 
quence, they were really in fome danger. But I 
took thofe worthy perions under my proteétion, 
and they are fo grateful as to acknowledge I faved 
them from the ftorm with which they were 
threatened. And now, my friend, I will put an 
end to my letter in good earneft; nor detain you 
with adding a fyllable more, even tho’ I fhould 
find that fome circumftances have {till efcaped 
me. Farewel. 
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ETTER X. Zo SPERINSA ZA COCCIA". 


Did not, it is true, acquaint you, at my laft 
vifit, that £1 had compoted fomething in praile 
of your fon ; becaufe it was not written for the fake 
af oftentation, but merely as a private tribute of 
affeétion to his memory, and as a confolation to 
me in my concern for the lofs of him.  Befides, 
my dear Spurinna, as you told me you heard I 
had read fome piece to certain friends, I imagined 
you were informed at the fame time of the fub- 
ject; and I was unwilling to caft a gloom upon 
your chearfulnefs in that feafon of gayety in which 
I found you, by recalling to your remembrance 
fo fevere a misfortune. I have even {ftill fome 
doubt, whether I fhould only fend you what I then 
recited, as you defire, or join with it what I de- 
fign for another effay: fora {mall tract was noi 
only infufficient to give due fcope to the fentiments 
cf my heart, and to comprize the full offerings I 








would pay to one whole memory I 10 infinitely 
love and honour; but it feemed alfo more for the 
intere{t of his fame, to have it thus diflemunated by 
feparate pieces. But the conficerzdon, that it will 
be treating yau with a more friendly confidence to 
tran{mit to you the whole now, rather than referve 
part of it to another time, has determined me to 


doa 


Spurinna’s wife. 
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do fo; efpecially as you have affured me you will 
not part with it out of your hands, till I fhall 
think proper to publifh it. J beg you to give me 
a proof of the fame unrefervs by pointing out to 
me what you fhall judge would be beft altered, 
omitted, or added. It is difficult (and I know it 
by what I feel myfelf) for a mind in affliction to 
attend to fuch little cares. However, as you would 
dire@& a painter or ftatuary who was reprefenting 
the figure of your fon, what parts he fhould retouch 
or exprefs, fo I hope you will guide and inform my 
hand in this more durable, or (as you are picafed 
to think it) this immortal picture of his mind 

which I am endeavouring to draw: for the nearer 
it fhall refemble the original, and the more finifhed 
it {hall be, fo much the more lafting it is likely 
to prove. Farewel. 











LETTER Ais Zo JULIUS (sENITOR. 





T is the generous difpofition of Artemidorus to 

heighten the good offices of his friends; and 
in that light you muft look upon thole ftrong pro- 
feílions he makes of his obligations to me. Itis 
true, indeed, when the philofophers were * expelled 
Romes, 





a Domitian banifhed the philofophers not only from Rome 
but Italy, as Suetonius and A. Gellius inform us: among 
thefe was the celebrated Epictetus. 

=z 








Book III. OF PLIN Y. 161% 


Rome, I went to fee him at his houfe near the city, 
and I ran the greater hazard in paying him that 
vifit, as I was at that time Pretor. I likewife fup- 
plied him with a cos;fiderable fum to difcharge 
fome debts he had contraéted upon very honourable 
occefions, tho’ I was obliged to borrow the money 
myfelf; while his other friends, who both in power 
and fortune were capable of affifting him, ftood 
coldly at a diftance without contributing any re- 
lief to his diftrefs. ‘This I did under the difcou- 
raging inftances before my eyes of the fufferings of 
{even of my friends ; Senecio, Rufticus, and Helvi- 
dus being juft then put to death, at the fame time 
ikat Mauricus, Gratilla, Arria, and Fennia were fent 
into exile : and fcorched as I was with the lighten- 
ing of the ftate, which thus flafhed round me, I had 
great reafon to expect it would not be long before 
it deftroyed me too. But I do not efteem myfelf 
upon that account, as meriting the high encomiums 
my friend beftows upon me: all I pretend to is, 
that I wags not guilty of the infamous meanne{fs 
of abande®ning him in his misfortunes. I had, as 
far as the difference of our ages would admit, a 
friendfhip for his father-in-law Mufonius, whom I 
both loved and efteemed. Artemicarus himfelf 
I made acquaintance with when 1 was military 
tribune in Syria, where I entered into the ftricteit 
intimacy with him. And I deem ita proof there 


VoL. I. L. was 
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was fomething right in my difpofition, by having 
fo early difcovered the merit of this amiable man 
who if he is not a philofopher, exceedingly refem- 
bles one; I am fure at leal of all thofe who take 
upon themfelves that title, I know none of a more 
fincere and unaffected integrity. I forbear- to 
mention how he indures the extremities of heat 
and cold, how indefatigable in labour, how abfts- 
mious in the pleafures of the table, and how abfo- 
lutely he reftrains all his appetites; for thefe 
qualities, confiderable as they would certainly be 
in any other character, are rendered lefs remarka- 
ble in him, by the fuperior luftre of thofe more 
extraordinary virtues which recommended him 
to Mufonius for a fon-in-law, in preference to 
fo many others of all ranks who paid their ad- 
dreffes to his daughter. I cannot therefore but 
be highly fenfible of the advantageous terms in 
which he fpeaks of me to every body, and parti- 
cularly to you. But I am apprehenfive (to re- 
turn to the obfervation with which I fot gut) that 
the warmth of his benevolence may carry him 
beyond the bounds I deferve: for he, who is fo 
free from all other errors, is extremely apt to 
fall into the good-natured one, of over-rating 
the merit of his friends. Farewel. 
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LETTER XII. Zo CATILIUS. 





Accept of your invitation to fupper; but I 
muft make this agreement before-hand, that 
you difmifs me foon, and treat me frugally. Let 
our entertainment abound only in philofophical 
converfation, and even that too with modera- 
ion. ‘There are certain midnight parties, which 
Cato himfelf could not fafely fall in with; tho’ I 
muft confefs at the fame time, that J. Cæíar *, 
when he reproaches him with that circumfitance, ex- 
alts the charac¢ter he meant to expofe: for he de- 
{cribes thofe perfons who met this reeling pa- 
triot as blufhing when they difcovered who he 
was; and adds, you would have thought that Cato 
bad detefted them, and not they Cato, Could he 
place the dignity of Cato in a ftronger light, 
than by reprefenting him thus venerable even in 
his cups ? As for ourfelves, neverthelefis, let tem- 
perance not orly fpread our table, but regulate 
our hours: for we are not arrived at fo exalted a 
reputation, that our enemies cannot cenfure our 
conduct without adding at the fame time their 
applaufe of our general character. Farewel. 





















i, 2 oe ee e 


* Julius Cæfar wrote an invective againft Cato of Utica, 
to which, it is probable, Pliny here alludes. 
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LETTER XIII. Zo ROMANUS. 


Have fent you, as you defired, the panegyric 
I fpoke in my late confuifhip in honour of our 
moft excellent emperor; and I intended to have 
fent it tho’ you had not made the requeft. I could 
wifh, when you perufe this performance, you would 
confider the difficulty, as well as the dignity of the 
argument. Inother compofitions, where the reader 
is not acquainted with the fubject, the novelty of it 
engages his chief attention ; but ina topic fo known 
and exhautfted as the prefent, he has nothing to divert 
him from confidering the ftile and manner of hrs 
author ; and the writer has a hard tafk to pleafe his 
readers, when the whole force of their criticifm is di- 
direéted to that fingle point. But I fhould be glad 
that the arrangement, the metaphors, and connec- 
tions, which I have obferved in this difcourfe might 
be particularly remarked. A {trong imagination, 
and pompous expreffion will fometimes break out in 
the moft unpolithed writer; but regularity in the 
plan of a work, and propriety in the figures, 
is the dXHtinguifhing characteriftic of an improved 
and correét genius. ‘The fhining and the elevated 
are not always to be affected. As {hades in a pic- 
ture fhew the luminous parts to more advan- 
tage, 











a Trajan. 
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tage, fo the plain and fimple in writing recom- 
mend and heighten the fublime. But I forget 


that I am talking to one who is Ío complete a 
judge of thefe mattess. I fhould rather beg of 
you to point out to me what you fhall think re- 
quires correétion: for if I fhould find that you dif- 
like fome parts, I fhall be more inclined to believe 
you approve of the reft. Farewel. 





LETTER AIV: Fe ACILIUS: 


H E atrocious treatment which Largius 
Macedo, a perfon of Prætorian rank, lately 
received from his flaves, is fo extremely tragical, 
that it deferves to be the fubject of a more con- 
faderable relation than a private letter; tho’ at 
the fame time it muft be acknowledged, there was 
a haughtinefs and feverity in his behaviour towards 
them, which fhewed him little mindful that his 
own father was once in the fame fervile ftate. They 
furrounded him as he was bathing at his villa 
near Formiæ, and fome beat him about the face 
and head, whilft others trampled upon his breaft, 
his belly, and his privy parts: wksen they ima- 
oined they had thus compleated their intentions, 
they threw him upon the burning pavement af the 
hot bath, to try if there was any remaining life 
Ls 3 left 
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left in him. He lay there ftretched out, and motion- 
lefs, either as being really fenfelefs, or only counter- 
feiting ; upon which they concluded him adiually 
dead. In this condition they brought him out, pre- 
tending that he was fuffocated by the heat of the bath. 
Some of his more trufty fervants received him, and 
the alarm being {fpread thro’ the family, his mií- 
treffes ran to him with the moft violent fhrieks. The 
noife of their cries, together with the frefh air, 
brought him a little to himfelf, and he gave figns 
(as he now fafely might) that he was not quite dead. 
The murderers immediately made their efcape ; but 
the greater part of them are taken, and they are in 
purfuit of the reft. By proper application he was, 
with great difficulty, kept alive for a few days, and 
then expired; having however the fatisfaction before 
he died of knowing that juft vengeance would be 
inflicted on his affaffins. T hus you fee to what in- 
dignities, outrages, and dangers, we are expofed. 
I enity and good treatment i¢ no fecurity from the 
villainies of your fervants ; for it is malice, and not 
reflection, that arms fuch ruffians againft their maí- 
ters—-So much for this piece of news: and now, I 
think, I am exhaufted. But you will be apt, I ima- 
gine, to afk, Js this all ?”? Intruthitis; otherwife, 
you fhould have it; for my paper and my time 
too, (as it is a holy-day with me,) will allow me ta 
add more. Upon recollection, however, I can tell 

you 
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you one farther circumftance relating to Macedo, 
which juft now occursto me. As he was once in 
a public bath at Rome, a remarkable, and (as it 
fhould feem by the manner of his death) an omi- 
nous accident happened to him. A fave of Mace- 
do’s, in order to make way for his matter, laid 
his hand gently upon a Roman knight, who fud- 
denly turning round, by miftake gave Macedo fo 
violent a blow, that he almoft Knocked him down. 
Thus the bath feems to have been fatalto him bya 
kind of gradation; for firft he received an indig- 
nity in one bath, and afterwards loft his life in ano- 
ther. Parewel. 


LETTER XV. Fo PROCULUS:. 


OU defire me to read your poems during my 

recefs, and to examine whether they are 
fait for public view; and after requefting me to turn 
tome of my leifure hours from my own ftudies to 
yours, you remind me that Tully was remarka- 





le for his generous encouragement and patronage 
of poetical geniufes. But you did not do me juf- 
tice, if you fuppoiced I wanted either intreaty or 
example upon this occafion, who ner only worfhip 





the mufes with the moft religious veneration, but 
have alfo the warmeft friendfhip for yourfelf: I fhall 
therefore do what you require, with as much plea- 
fure as attention. I believe I may venture to declare 

lL 4 before- 
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before-hand, that your performance has great 
merit, and ought by no means to be fupprefied ; 
at leaft that was my opinion when I heard you re- 
cite it: if indeed your fkillful manner of reading 
and fweetnefs of elocution did not impofe upon 


my judgment. I truft, however, the charming 
cadence did not entirely overcome the force of 


my criticifm; it might poffibly a little foften ite 
feveritv, but could not totally turn its edge. I 


think therefore I may fafely pronounce my opi- 
nion of your poems in general: what they are 
in their feveral parts, I fhall judge when I read 


them. Farewel. 
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LETTER XVI. Zo NEPOS. 


Have frequently obferved, that amongít the 
noble actions and remarkable fayings of difí- 
tinguifhed perfons in either fex, thofe which have 
been moft celebrated have not always been the moft 
worthy of admiration; and I am confirmed in this 
opinion, by aconverfation I had yefterday with Fan- 
nia. This lady is grand-daughter to that famous 
Arria, who animated her hufband to meet death, by 
her own gloritzis example. She informed me of fe- 
veral particulars relating to Arria, not lefs heroical 


than this applauded aéction of hers, tho’ lefs the 


fubjeét of general renown; which I am perfuaded 
will 
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will raife her as much in your admiration as they 
did in mine. Her hufband Cæcinna Pætus, and 
her fon, were both at the fame time attacked with 
a dangerous illnefs, of which the fon died. ‘This 
youth who had a moft beautiful perfon and amı- 
abl behaviour, was not lefs endeared to his pa- 
rents by his virtues than by the ties of affection. 
His mother managed his funeral fo privately that 
Pzetus did not know of his death. Whenever fhe 
came into his bed-chamber, fhe pretended her fon 
was better: and as often as he enquired concerning 
his health, would anfwer he had refted well, or had 
eaten with an appetite. ‘When fhe found fhe could 
no langer reftrain her grief, but her tears were guih- 
ing out, fhe would leave the room, and having 
given vent to her paffion, return again with dry 
eyes and a ferene countenance, as if fhe had duif- 
miffed every fentiment of forrow at her entrance. 
Filer ° refolution, no doubt, was truly noble, when 

drawing 
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a The ftory, as mentioned by fevera? of the ancient hifto— 
rians, is to this purpofe: Pztus having joined Scribonianus, 
who was in arms in Illyria againit Claudius, was taken after 
the death of the latter, and condemned to death. Arria, 
having in vain folicited his iite, periuaded him to deitroy 
himfelf, rather than fuffer the ignominy of taliing by the exe- 
cutioner’s hands; and in order to encourage him to an act, to 
which it feems he was not muci inclined, the fet him the 
example in the manner Pliny relates. 

<< In a pleafure-houie belonging to the Dilla Ludowifa at 
<< Rome there is a fine itatue repretenting th's action: Pxtus 
e< is ttabbing himuelf with one hand, and holds up the dying 
«< Arria with the other. Her finking body hangs to loole, as 

<e 45 
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drawing the dagger fhe plunged it in her breaftt, 
and then prefented it to her hufband with that ever 
miemcrabie, I had almoft faid that divine exprefiion, 
Petus, it is not painful. It muft however be conii- 
dered, when fhe fpoke and aéted thus, fhe was en- 
couraged and fupported by the profpect of immor- 
tal glory. But was it not fomething much greater, 
without the aid of fuch animating motives to hide 
her tears, to conceal her gricf, and chearfuily act 
the mother when fhe was a mother no more? 
Scribonianus had taken up arms in Illyria 
againít Claudius, where having loft his life, Pzetus, 
who was of his party, was brought prifoner to 
Rome. When they were going to put him on 
board a fhip, Arria befought the foldiers that fhe 
might be permitted to attend him: Certainly, faid 
fhe, you cannot refufe a man of confular dignity, as 
be is, a few flaves to wait upon bim; but tf you 
avill take me, I alone will perform their office. Wer 


requeft was refufed; upon which fhe hired a 
{mall 

















«e if every joint were relaxed.’’ Wright’s Travels, P. 334- 
Martial alio has celebrated this heroic action in a famous 
epigram: 
Caffa fuo gladium cum traaeret Arria Pato; 
Quem de wvifloribus traxerat ipja puis 5 
Si gua fides, wulnas quod fezi zon dolef, inquit; 

Sed quod tu facies, hoc mikis Pete, Tolet « L: 1. ¥4. 
When from her breaft, chae Arria fnatch’d the fword, 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, 

Niy wound, fhe {aid, believe me, does not {mart ; 
>is thine aione, my Pætus, pains my heart. 





preffing 
refiion, What! faid fhe, foall I regard thy advice, 
wbo faw ft thy hbufband murdered even in thy very 


arms, and yet furviveft bim ? An expreffion which 
that the glorious manner in which 


was no unpremeditated 











taken from me? Moft certainly I would, fhe replied, 
much harmony 


rowly ; which, when fhe perceived, fhe affured 
them, all their caution would be to no purpofe, 


You may oblige me, faid fhe, fo execute my refolu- 
tion in a wav that will give me more pain, but tt 
le you fhould prevent it. She had fcarce 
when fhe fprang from her chair, and 





gainft the wall, fell down in appearance dead. 
But being brought to herfelf, 7 told you, faid fhe, 


if 
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if you would not fuffer me to take an eafy path to 
death, I fhould make my way to it thro’ fome more 
dificult paffage. Now, is there not, my friend, 
fomething much greater in all this, than the fo- 
it is not painful to 





which, indeed, 
yet this laft is the favourite topic of fame, while all 


the former are paffed over in profound filence. 
Whence I cannot but infer, what I obferved in 


the beginning of my letter, that the nobleft ac- 
tions are not always the moft celebrated. Farewel. 





LETTER XVII. Zo SERVIANUsS. 


O what fhall I attribute your long filence ? 
Is it want of health, or want of leifure that 


prevents your writing ? Or is it, perhaps, that 
you have no opportunity of conveying your let- 
ters ? Free me, I intreat you, from the perplexity 
of thefe doubts; for they are more, be affured, 
than I am able to fupport; and do fo, even tho’ it 
be at the expence of an expref{s mefienger: I will 
gladly bear his charges, and even reward him too, 
fhould he brin# me the news I wifh.—As for my- 
felf, I am well, if to ġe well, can with any propriety, 
be faid of a man, who lives in the utmoft fufpenfe 


and anxiety, under the apprehenfion of all the ac- 
cidents 
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cidents which can poffibly befall the friend he 
moft tenderly loves. Farewel. 


“Vas obliged by my confular office to com- 
H pliment the emperor *in the name of the re= 
public: but after I had performed that ceremony 
sn the fenate in the ufual manner, and as fully as 
the time and place would allow, I thought it a- 
gereeable to the affection of a good fubjeét, to en- 
large thofe general heads, and extend them into a 








{o, was, 
paying that tribute of applaufe to them which they 
fo jultly deferve; and at the fame time to direét 
future princes, not in the formal way of lecture, 


but by 42s more engaging example, to thofe paths 


they muft purfue, if they would attain the fame 
heights of glory. Io inftruét fovereigns how to 


form their conduédt, 1s a noble, but difficult tafk, 
and may, perhaps, be deemed prefumption: but 
to applaud the character of an accomplifhed 
Prince, and to hold him out to pcefterity, as a 
light to guide fucceeding monarch-, is a method 
equally ufeful, and much more modeft. It afford- 


ed me a very fingular pleafure when l recited this 
pane- 





Trajan. 
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panegyric, that my friends gave me their com- 








pany, tho’ I did nor folicit them in the ufual form 
of circular billets, but only defired their attendance, 
if it would be agreeable to them, and they fhould 
happen to be difengaged. “You know the excufes 
which are generally made at Rome to avoid inpvwi- 
tations of this kind ; yet, tho’ the weather proved 
extremely bad at that time, they attended the 
recital for two days together; and when I thought 
at would be unreafonable to detain them any long- 
er, they infifted upon my going through with it 
the next day. Shall I confider this as an honour 
paid to myfelf, or to literature? Rather let me 
fuppofe to the latter, which, tho’ well-aigh extinct, 
feems to be now again reviving amongit us. Yet 
what was the fubjeét which raifed this uncom- 
mon attention? No other than what formerly, 
even in the fenate, where we were obliged to fubmit 
to it, we could not endure to hear, tho’ but fora 
few moments. But now, you fee, we have pa- 
tience to recite and attend to a topic of the fame 
nature for three days together: and the reafon of 
the difference is, not that we have more eloquence, 
but more liberty than formerly, and confequently 
write with more fpirit. It is an additional glory 
therefore to our prefent emperor, that this fort 
of harangues, which were once as difgufting as they 
were falfe, are now as pleafing as they are fin- 
cere. But it was not only the earneft attention 
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of my audience which afforded me pleafure; f 
was greatly delighted too with the juftnefs of 
their tafte: for I obferved, that the more ner- 
vous parts of my difcourfe gave them much fa- 
tisfaGtion. It is true, indeed, this work, which 
wat written for the perufal of the world in ge- 
neral, was read only to a few; however, I would 
willingly confider their particular judgment as an 
earneft of that of the public, and rejoice at their 
manly tafte as if it were univerfally fpread. It 
was in eloquence as in mufic, the vitiated ears 
of the audience introduced a depraved ftile; but 
now I am inclined to hope, as a more correćt 
judgment prevails in the public, our compofi- 
tions of both kinds will improve too; for thofe 
authors, whofe only view is to pleafe, will form 
their works upon the popular tafte. I truft 
however, in fubjeéts of this nature the florid 
{tile is moft proper ; and am fo far from think- 
ing that the vivid colouring I have ufed, will be 
efteemed foreign and unnatural, that I am moft ap- 
prehennve cenfure will fall upon thofe parts where 
the diction is moft fimple and unornamented. 
WNeverthelefs I fincerely wifh the time may come 
(and would to heaven it now wen i) when the 
fmooth and lufcious manner which has infećt- 
ed our ftile, fhall give place, as it ought, to 
{evere and chafte compofition.—Thus I have given 
you an account how I have been employed thefe 

laft 
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laít three days, that your abfence might not en- 
tirely deprive you of a pleafure, which, from your 
friendfhip to me, and the part you take in every 
thing that concerns the intereft of learning, I know 
you would have received, if you had been prefent. 
Farewel. . 





LETTER AIA: To Catvisius RUFUS. 


i Muft have recourfe to you, as ufual, in an affair 
which concerns my finances. An eftate is of- 
fered to be fold which Hes contiguous to mine, and 
indeed is intermixed with it. “There are feveral cir- 
eumftances which ftrongly incline me to this pur- 
chafe, as there are others no lefs weighty which 
deter me from it. The firft recommendation it has, 
is, the beauty which will refult from uniting this 
farm to my own lands; the next, the advantage as 
well as the pleafure of being able to vifit it under 
one trouble and expence; to have it looked after 
by the fame fteward, cultivated almoft by the fame 
hufbandmen, and to have only a fingle manfion 
to fupport and embellifh; as it will be fufficient to 
keep up the other juft in common repair. I take 
nto this account furniture, houfe-Keepers, garden- 
ers, artificers, and all the apparatus that relates to 
the game, as it faves a very confiderable expence 
when you are not obliged to keep them at more 
Houses than one. On the other hand, I don’t know 
whe- 
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whether it is prudent to venture fo much of one’s 
property under the fame climate, and to the fame 
cafualties; it feems a more fure method of guard- 
ing again{ft the caprices of fortune, to diftribute 
our poffeffions into different fituations: befides, 
thers is fomething extremely amufing in fhifting 
the fcene, and travelling from one eftate to ano- 
ther. But to mention the point of principal diffi- 
culty: the lands are rich, fertile, and well-watered, 
confifting chiefly of meadow grounds, vineyards, 
and woods, the produce of which laft, tho’ it 1s not 
very great, or very profitable, yet feldom fails = 
but then, to balance the advantages of foiJ, the 
prefent tenarts have been extremely oppreffed 
The perfon who was laft in poff-ffhlon ufed csrequent-= 
ty to feize and fell their ftock, by wuich means, 
tho’ he leffened the debt for the prefent, yet in the 
event he greatly impoverifhed the eftate, end the 
confequence was, that they were again in arrears. 
I fhall be obliged therefore to furnifh thefe honeft 
farmers with a new fupply of hands for tlcge, 
which I muft be at the expence of buying, as there 
are none ieft upon the eftate, neither have I any 
bond-flaves * of my own. And now it remains 
only to inform you of the price, which is three 

Vou. i. M mil- 











2 The Romans ufed to employ their criminals in the lower 
e of hufbandry, fuch as ploughing, &c. Plin. H. N., 
» Tos 3: 
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> of fefterces. It has been formerly fold 
for five € millions, but partly by the general cala- 
mity of the times, and partly by its being thus 
ftripped of labourers, the income of this eftate 1s 
reduced, and confequently its value. You will be 
inclined, perhaps, to enquire whether I car eufjly 
raife the purchafe-money ? It is true, indeed, my 
eftate is chiefly in land, tho’ I have fome money 


placed out at intereft ; but I can without difficul- 


ty borrow any fum I have occafion for. 


always a fure refource in the purfe of my wife’s 
mother, which I can ufe with the fame freedom 


as my own; fo that you need not give yourfelf 
any trouble as to that article, if you fhould have 
no other objections, which I beg you would very 


maturely confider: for as in every thing elfe, fo 
particularly in matters of ceconomy, no man has 


more judgment and experience than _ yourfelf- 
Farewel. 
































To MAXIMUS. 





LETTER XX. 








to have read 







no doubt, 






law whick ordains that the ĉĉ eleétions oO 
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{trates fhall be by balloting, and how much the 
authar of it was both approved and condemned. 
Yer this very law the fenate lately unanimouflly re- 
vived, and upon the eleétion day, with one con- 
fent, called for the ballots. It muft be owned, the 
method by open vores had introduced into the fe- 
nate more riot and diforder than is feen even in the 
affemblies of the people; all regularity in fpeak- 
ing, all decency of filence, all dignity of charac- 
ter was difregarded; it was univerial diffonance 
and clamor: here, the feveral candidates running 
from fade to fide with their patrons ; there, a troop 
collected together in the middle of the fenate-— 
houfe; and, in fhort, the whole affembly divided 
into feparate parties, created the moít indecent 
confufion. Thus widely had we departed from 
the manners of our anceftors, who conducted 
thefe eleétions with a calmnefs and regularity 
fuitable to the reverence which is due to the ma- 
jefty of the fenate. I have been informed by fome;, 
who remember thofe times, that the method ob- 
ferved in their affemblies was this : the name of 
the perfon who offered himfelf for any office beings 
ealled over, a profound filence enfued, when im- 
mediately the candidate appeared, who after he 
had fpoken for himfelf, and given an account to 
M 2 the 


could not be difcovered on which fide the people gave their 


votes, and confequently took off that reitraint they before 
lay under, by the fear of offending their fuperiors. 
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the fenate of his hfe and manners, called witnefies 
in fupport of his character. ‘I hefe were, either the 
perfon under whom he had ferved in the army, 


or to whom he had been Quezftor, or both, (if 
the cafe admitted of it) to whom he alfo joined 


fome of thofe friends who efrpoufed his intetefl. 
They delivered what they had to fay in his favour, 


in few words, but with great dignity: and this had 
far more influence than the modern method of 


humble  folicitation. Sometimes the candidate 


would objeét either to the birth, or age, or cha- 
racter of his competitor; to which the fenate 


would liften with a fevere and impartial atten- 
tion: and thus was merit generally preferredeto 
intereft. But corruption having abufed this wife 
inftitution of our anceftors, we were obl:ged to 
have recourfe to the way of balloting, as the 
moft probable remedy for the evil. “The me- 
thod being new, and immediately put in prac- 


tice, it anfwered the prefent purpofe very well; 
but, I am afraid, in procefs of time it will intro- 


duce new inconveniencies; as this manner of bal- 
loting feems to afford a fort of {creen to injuftice 
and partiality. For how few are there who pre- 
ferve the fame delicacy of conduét in fecret, as 
when expofed to the view of the world? The 


truth is, the generality of mankind revere Fame 
But this, perhaps, may 
be 
























Book III. OF PLIN Y. Ir 


be pronouncing too haftily upon a future event: 
be ït therefcre as it hereafter may, we have in the 
mean while obtained by this method an election 
of fuch mayiftrates as beft deferved the honour. 
For it was with us as with that fort of judges 
acto are named upon the fpot; we were taken 
before we had time to be biaffed, and therefore 
we determined impartially. 

I have given you this detail, not only as a piece 
of news, but becaufe I am glad to feize every 
opportunity of fpeaking of the republic; a fub- 
jeét, which as we have fewer occafions of men- 
tioning than our anceftors, fo we ought to be 
more careful not to let any of them flip. In good 
earneft, I am tired with repeating over and over 
the fame compliments, How d’? ye do? and I bope 
you are well. Why fhould our letters for ever 
turn upon trivial and domeftic concerns? It is 
true, indeed, the direction of the public weal is 
in the hands of a fingle perfon, who, for the 
general good, takes upon himfelf to eafe us of the 
whole care and weight of government; but ftill 
that bountiful fource of power permits, by a very 
generous difpenfation, fome ftreams to flow down 
to us: and of thefe we may not only tafte our- 
felves, but thus, as it were, admiunifter them to 
our abfent friends. Farewel. 
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LETTER XXE. To PRIscuws. 


Have juft received an account of the dearh of 
poor Martial, which much concerns me. rie 
was a man of an acute and lively genius, and 
his writings abound with much fatyrical wi, 
conduéted at the fame time by equal candor. 
When he left Rome I made him a prefent 
to defray the charges of his journey, which f 
gave him, not only as a teftimony of my friend- 
fhip, but in return for the verfes with which 
he had complimented me. It was the cuftom of 
the ancients to diftinguifh thofe poets with honour- 
able and pecuniary rewards, who had celebrated 
particular perfons or cities in their verfes ; but this 
generous practice, with every other that is fair and 
noble, is now grown out of fafhion; and in con- 
fequence of having ceafed to act laudably, we 
confider applaufe as an impertinent and worthlefs 
tribute. You will be defirous, perhaps, to fee the 
verfes which merited this acknowledgment from 
me; and I believe I can, from my memory, 
partly fatisfy your curiofity, without referring you 
to his works: but if you fhould be pleafed with this 
fpecimen of them, you muft turn to his poems for 
the ret. He addreffes himfelf to his mufe, whom 
he 
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he directs to go to my houfe upon the* Efquilie ; 
but to appraach it with refpect : 





Go, warten mrufe, but go with care, 
Nor meet, ill-tinid, my Pliny’s ears 
He, by fage Minerva taught, 
Gives the day to ftudicus thought, 
And plans that elcquence divine, l 











Which fhall to future ages fhine, 
And rival, wond’ rous Tully! thine. 
Then, cautious, watch the feftive bour, 
When Bacchus reigns in all bis pow rs 
When crown’ d with fragrant chaplets gay» 
Catos might read my frolic lay”. 














Do you not think that the poet who addrefied thefe 
lines to me, deferved fome friendly marks of my 
bounty tben, and of my forrow zow ? For he gave 
me the beft he had to beftow, and it was want of 
power only that his prefent was not more valuable. 
But indeed, what can be conferred more valuable 
than the honour of never-fading praife >— And 
tho’ it fhould be granted, that his poems will not 
long furvive their author, ftill, no doubt, he fattei- 
ed himfelf they would prove immortal. Farewel. 
M 4 TH & 














2 One of the feven famous hills upon which Rome was 
fituated. 
Mart. 1. x. 19. 














LETTER I. Ye FABATUS. 





OU have long defired a vift from your 
grand-daughter * and myfelf. Nothing, be 
affured, could be more agreeable to us both; for 
we equally wifh to fee you, and are determined 
to delay that pleafure no longer. For this purpot 
our baggage is actually making ready and we 
haftening to you with all the expedition the roads 


We fhall ftop only once, and 
that 





















will permit. 











a Calphurnia, Pliny’s wife. 
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that for a fhort time; intending to turn a little out 
of the way in order to go into Tufcany: not 
for the fake of looking upon our eftate, and into 
our family concerns ; for that we could defer to 
another opportunity ; but to perform an indifpen- 
fable duty. There is a town near my eftate, call- 
ed > Tifernum-upon-the-Tiber, which put itfelf 
under my patronage when I was yet a youth. 
Thefe people enter extremely into my intereft, 
celebrate my arrival among them with public re- 
joicings, exprefs the greateft concern when I leave 
them, and in fhort give every proof of an affection 
towards me as ftrong as it is undeferved. ‘That I 
may return their good offices (for what generous 
mind can bear to be excelled in acts of friendfihtip ?) 
I have erected a temple in this place, at my own 
expence; and as it is finifhed, it would be a fort 
of impiety to omit the dedication of it any longer. 
We defign, therefore, to be there on the day that 
ceremony is to be performed, and I have refolved 
to celebrate it with a general feat We may 
pofibly continue there all the next day, but we fhall 
make fo much the more expedition in our journey 
afterwards. May we have the happinefs to find you 
and your daughter in good health! in good fpirits 
I am fure we fhall, if you fhould fee us fafely 
arrived. Farewel. 










































LET- 
b Now Citta di Caftello. 
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LETTER II. To CLEMENS. 





EGULUS has loft his fon; and I fhould 


R call it a misfortune he well deferves, but 
That I am perfuaded he does not think it one. 


The boy was of a fprightly, but ambiguous 
turn; however he feemed capable enough of 


















in order to entitle him to the 
and when he got 
into poffeffion of it, endeavoured (as the cha- 
racter of the man made it generally reported) to 
wheedle him out of it, by the moft fingular and dif- 
graceful indulgencies. This, perhaps, you will {carce 
think credible ; but if you confider Regulus, you 
will not be long of that opinion. However, he now 
exprefics his concern for the lofs of this youth in 

















a The Romans had an abfolute power over their children, 
of which no age or ftation of the latter deprived them. Sce 
b 


and 
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gulus flew € round the funeral pile of his fon, in all 
the oftentation of affeéted grief. He is vifited wpon 
this occafion by a furprizing number of people, whp 
tho’ they fecretly deteft and abhor the man, yet 
are as affiduous in attentions, as if they were 
actuated by a principle of real efteem and 
affeétion; in fhort, they endeavour to recom- 
mend themfelves to his favour, by following his 
own hypocritical example. Hie is retired to his 


villa ’crofs the Tiber ; where he has covered a vait 
extent 

















great extravagance, two brothers who ufed to dine upon 
them : 


Quinti progenies Arri, par nobile fratrum————— 
Lufcinias foliti impenfo prandere ccemtas. L: 2. Sat. 4. 








A noble pair of brothers 


On nightingales of monítrous purchaíe dined. 
Mr. FRANCIS. 






e From an unaccountable notion that prevailed among the 
ancients, that the ghofts delighted in blood, it was cuftomary 
to kill a great number of beafts, and throw them on the fu- 
meral pile. In the more ignorant and barbarous ages, men 
were the unhappy victims of this horrid rite. Even the com- 
peffionate Æneas is reprefented by Virgil as praétifing this 
cruel ceremony, at the funeral honours which he perrormed to 
he memory of the unfortunate Pallas. 


Sulmone creatos 
Quatuor bic juvenes, totidem quos educat Ufens, 
Frventes rapit; inferias quos immolat umbris, 


Captivoque rogi pef undat fanguine flammas. Æn. 10. 517. 





Four youths by Sulmo, four by Ufens bred, 

Unhappy vićtims ! deftin’d to the dead, 

He feiz’d alive. to offer on the pyre, 

And fprinkle with their blood the funeral fre. Mr. PITT. 
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extent of ground with his porticos, and crowded 
all the fhore with his ftatues: for he unites pro- 
dicafity with avarice, and vain-glory with infamy. 
By his continuing at this diftance from the city, 
he endangers the health of thofe vifitors who go 
tọ pay him their compliments of condolence 
at this unwholefome feafon ; and he feems to con- 
fider this hazard to which they are expofed, as an 
additional circumftance of confolation He gives 
our, with his ufual abfurdity, that he defigns to 
marry. You muft expect therefore, to hear fhortly 
of the wedding of a man oppreft with forro and 
with years; that is, of one who marries both too 
fgon and tag late. Do you afk my reafon for think- 
ing fo? Certainly, not becaufe he affirms it himfelf 
(for never was there fo infamous a liar) but becaufe 
there is no doubt that Regulus will do every thing 
he ought not. Farewel. 




















LETTER III. Zo ANTONINUS. 





HiA’F you have twice enjoyed the dignity 
of Conful, with a conduét equal to that of 
our moft illuftrious anceftors; that few (you 

modefty will not fuffer me to fay none) ever hzye- 
or ever will come up to the integrity and wifdom 
of your Afiatic adminiftration; that in virtue, in 
authority, and even in years, you are the firt of 
Romans; thefe, moft certainly, are fhining and 
noble parts of your character: neverthelefs, I 


own, 
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own, it is in your retired hours that I moft admiure 
you. To feafon the feverity of bufinefs with the 
{prightlinefs of wit, and to temper wifdom with po- 
licenefs, is as difficult as it is great: yet hefe uncom- 
mon qualities you have moft happily united in 
thofe wonderful charms which grate both your 
converfation and your writings- Your lips, 
like the venerable old man’s in Homer, drop 
honey; and one would imagine the bee had dif- 
fufed her fweetnefs over all you compofe. “Thefe 
were the fentiments impreffed upon me when I 
lately ree4+ your Greek epigrams and {fatires. 
What elegance, what beauties fhine in this col- 
lection ! how fweetly the numbers flow, and how 
exactly are they wrought up in the true fpirit of 
the ancients! what a vein of wit runs thro’ every 
line, and how conformable is the whole to the rules 
of juft criticifm ! I fancied I had in my hands Cal- 
limachus or Herodes, or, if poffible, fome poet even 
fuperior to thefe : tho” indeed, neither of thofe au- 
thors excelled, as you have, in boih thofe fpecies 
of poetry. Is it poffible, that a Roman can write 
Greek in fo much perfeétion ? I proteft I do not 
weliexe Athens herfelf can be more Attic. In fhort, 
1 cannot but envy Greece the honour of your 

pre- 








































Nesap 





x Te 
Hoverns ayvoeBcets Asyvs LTIvAtwy ayoent7ss 
Ke x, aro yAwoons peiros yAuUxtwy erer avon. Il, 1. 247- 
E.xperienc’d Neftor in perfuafion fkill’d ; 

Words fweet as honey from his lips diftill’d. Pore. 
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preference : and fince you can write thus elegantly 
in a foreign language, it does not reft upon conjec- 
ture what you could have performed in your own. 
F arewel. 











LETTER IV. Zo Sossrvs. 





Have a very fingular value for Calvifius Ne- 
pos; as indeed he is a man of indefatigable 
induftry, great eloquence, and (what I prefer to 
all the reft) of confummate integrity: he is ne- 
phew to your friend and my gueft Calvifius. I 
beg therefore you would do him and his uncle the 
honour of making him one of the half-yearly tri- 
bunes * of the army. It will be an obligation to both 
of us, as well as to Nepos, whom, I am perfuad- 
ed, you will think equally deferving your favour. 
You have beftowed numberlefs good offices up- 
on many; but I will venture to fay you never con- 
ferred one that was better placed than in the pre- 
fent inftance, and few, perhaps, fo well. Farewel. 




















LETTER V. Zo Sparsvws. 


T is faid, when ” A®{chiries, at the requeft af 
the Rhodians, read to them one of his ora 
tions, and then that which Demofthenes deliver- 


ed 


a Their bufinefs was to decide all controverfies in the army, 
Od rake care of the works and camp, &c. Their command 
lafted but fix months. Kennet’s Antiq. 

b See B. 2. Let. 3. 
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ed upon the fame occafion, they were both re- 
ceived with the loudeft applaufe. I am not {fur- 
prized that the harangues of fuch excellent ora- 
tors fhould be thus warmly admired, when If 
confider, that even a fpeech of mine, which ł 
lately recited before a very learned audience, was 
heard with equal earneftnefs and approbation, during 
two days fucceffively ; yet there was not the plea- 
fure which arifes from a contention between two 
rival pieces, to awaken their attention. The Rho- 
dians, befides the particular merit of the refpective 
orations, had their curiofity excited by the enter- 
tainment of comparing them together; but mine 
had the good fortune to pleafe, tho’ deftitute af 
that recommendation : whether defervedly or 
not, you will judge, when you read the perfor- 
mance; the extent of which will not permit me 
to introduce it to you with a longer preface. I 
muit therefore fhorten my letter, in order to re- 
concile you the better to the length of the fpeech 
that attends it; which, however, I nave not en- 
larged beyond the bounds my fubject recuired. 


F.arewel. 























LETTER VI. Zo Naso. 


Storm of hail, I am informed, has deftroyed 
all the produce of my eftate in I uícany ; 
while that which I have on the other fide the Po, 
tho’ 















© 
Book IV. OF PLINY. 193 


tho’ it has proved extremely fruitful this feafon, 
yet, from the excefiive cheapnefs of every thing, 
turns to fmal! account. Luaurentinum is the fine 
poficiion which yields me any advantage. I 
have nothing there, indeed, but a houfe and gar- 
dens; all the reft is barren fands; ftill, however, 
my beft produé€tions rife at Laurentinum. It its 
there I cultivate, if not my lands, at leaft my 
mind, and employ much of my time in writing. 
As in other parts of my eftate I can fhew you full 
barns; fo here I can entertain you with good {tore 
of the literary kind. Let me advife you then, if 
you with for a fertile and never-failing poffeffion, 
to purchafe fome fpot upon this ftudious and con- 


templative coaft. Farewel. 











LETTER VII. To Lepipws. 


Have often told you that Regulus is a man of 
{fpirit: whatever he engages in, he is fure to 
execute in a moft extraordinary manner. He chofe 
lately to be extremely concerned for the lofs of 
his fon: accordingly he mourned for him in a way 
which no man ever mourned before. He took 
it into his head that he would have feveral ftatues 
and reprefentations of his perfon; immediately 
all the artizans in Rome are fet to work. Paint, 

brafs, filver, ivory, marble, all exhibit the 
figure of young Regulus. Not long ago he read, 
VoL. I. N before 
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before 2 numerous audience, a long panegyric upon 
the life of his fon: a large volume upon the life of 
a boy ! then a thoufand tranfcribers were employed 
to copy this curious narrative, which he difperfeui 
ali over the empire. He wrote likewife a fort of 
circular letter to the feveral ° Decurii, to defire 
they would choofe out one of their order who had 
a ftrong clear voice, to read this eulogy to the 
people ; and I am informed it has been read ac- 
cordingly. Had this fpirit (or whatever elfe you will 
call vehemence in executing alt one undertakes) 
been rightly applied, what infinite good might it 
have produced! ‘The misfortune is, this warmth 
of temper is generally ftrongeft in men of vicious 
characters : for as ignorance begets rafhnefs, and 
knowledge infpires deliberation ; fo modefty is apt 
to check the exertions of genius, whilft confidence 
animates and excites the activity of little minds. 
Regulus is a fignal proof of the truth of this obfer- 
vation: he has a weak voice, an auk.vard addrefs, 
an indiftincét utterance, a flow imagination, and no 
nemory ; in a word, he is nothing but a compofi- 
of abfurdity : and yet by the affiftance ofa flighty 
turn and much impudence, he paffes with many for 
a finifhed orator. Herennius Senecio reverfed ° Ca- 
to’s definition of an orator, and applied it with great 
jultnefs 





























See B. r. Let. 8. in not. 
è Cato, as we learn from Nonius, compofed a treatife upon 
thetoric, for trz ufe of his fon, wherein he defined an orator 
to 
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jyuftnefs to Regulus : An orator, {aid he, is a bad max 
tinfkilled in the art of {fpeaking. And, in fact, Cato’s 
definition is not a more exact defcmption of a true 
erator, than Senecio’s is of the character of this 

N 2 man. 












to be, a good maz filled in the art ef fpeaking. "The judi- 
clous Quinétilian has embraced this notion, and employs a 
whole chapter to prove that, ‘* None but a good man can be 
an orator,’ for, want of virtue is, in this excellent critic’s 
eflamation, want of genius: noble fentiments, and unworthy 
actions, can never, he mainrains, refide in the fame bofom : zz 
eodem pelore nullum eff bonefium turpiumgque confortium. Inft. 
Orat. l. 12. c. 1. Longinus eftablifhes the fame principle ; as 
ìt indeed prevails in general throughout the ancients, which 
they extend not only to oratory, but poetry and all the fine arts. 
“A modern author (whom future ages will mention with the beft 
of the ancients) has adopted this opinion, and illuftrated it in 
feveral parts of his writings: “*‘ Knavery, fays that noble 
«< writer, is mere diffonance and difproportion; and tho’ 
wc villains may have ftrong tones, and natural capacities of 
“= aftion 5; *tisampoffible that true judgment and sagenuity Should 
=€ refide, where harmony and bozefty have no being. "Thus 
=< the fenfe of inward numbers, the knowledge and practice of 
fogial virtues, and the familiarity and favour of moral 
<€ graces, are effential to the charaćter of a deferving artift, 
ve and juft favourite af fhe mufes. ‘Thus are the arts and virtues 
s< mutually frit@nds; and the fcience of Virtxofos, and that 
“<< of wirtre itfelf, become, in a manner one and the fame.”® 
{[ Charaéteriftics, vol. X. p. 208, 333-.] Virtue, no doubt, is 
the higheft good fenfe, and all deviations from moral rectitude 
are fo many falfe reafonings. Still ic muft be owned and re- 
gretted, that great parts have too often been found wiuice 
with great deficiencies of the moral kind, to make the reality 
of that charaG&ter either improbable or uncommon. Experience 
will force us to give credit to hiftory in this caie, rather than to 
philo‘ophy, and oblige us to acknowledge there is nothing 
anconiiftent in what the elegant Paterculus fays of Curio, 
whom he reprefents as, imgenitofiffime nequam ES facundus male 
publite: <* moft ingenioufly wicked, and eloquent to the de- 
<e ftru@Gtion of his country.’? Paterc. Hift. 1. 2. 48. 
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man. "Would you make a fuitable return to this 
letter ? let me know if yous or any of my friends 
in your town, have with an air of pleafantry 
moutbed (as Demofthenes calls it) this melanchaly 
piece to the people, like a ftroller in tne market- 
place. For fo abfurd a performance muít move 
rather laughter than compaffion ; and indeed the 
compofition is as puerile asthe fubjecét. Farewel. 
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LETTER VIII. Zo ARRIANUS. 


Y advancement to the dignity of Augur , 
1 is an honour that juftly indeed merits 
your congratulations; not only as it is highly 
glorious to receive, even in the flighteft inftances, 
a teftimony of the approbation of fo wife and 
judieious a prince; but as it is alfo an ancient 
and facred inftitution, which has this high and 
peculiar privilege annexed to it, that it is for 
» life. Other facerdotal offices, tho’ they may, per- 
haps, be equal to this in dignity, yea as they are 
given, fo they may be taken away: but fortune 
has no farther power over ¢shis, than to beftow it- 

W hat 
















* Their bufinefs was to interpret dreams, oracles, prodi- 
gies, &c. and to foretel whether any a&tion fhould be fortu- 
mate, or prejudicial to particular períons, or to the whole 
commonwealth. Upon this account they very often occa- 
fioned the difplacing of magiítrates, the deferring of public 
affemblies, &c. Kennet’s Rom. Antiq. p- 67. 

e See B. 2z. Let. 1. in not. 
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What recammends this dignity to me ftill more, 
is, that I have the honour to fucceed fo illuftrious 
a perfon as Julius Frontinus. Hie for many years, 
upon the nomination-day of proper perfons to be 
rec¢ived into the facred college, conftantly pro- 
pofed me, as if he had a view to my being his 
fucceffor ; and fince it has actually proved fo in 
the event, I am willing to look upon it as fome- 
thing more than accident. But the circumftance, 
It feems, that moft pleafes you in this preferment, 
is, that Tully enjoyed the fame poft; and you re- 
joice (you tell me) to find that I follow his fteps 
as clofely in the paths of honour, as I endeavour to 
do in thofe of eloquence. I wifh, indeed, as I 
had the advantage to be admitted earlier into the 
facred college, and confular office than Cicero, 
fo I might, in my more advanced years, catch 
fome fpark, at leaft, of his divine genius! The 
former, as it is in the difpofal of man, may be con- 
ferr’d on meand on many others ; but the latter is 
an attaimment much too high for my hopes, and 
only in the gift of heaven, Farewel. 
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LETTER IX. Zo Ursus. 
W E have been engaged for fevetal days paft 


in the caufe of Julius Baffus, a man grown 
familiar with misfortunes, and tcnderedA cor 1pi- 
cuous by a feries of calamities. In the reign of Vef- 
pafian, two private perfons informed againft him, 
and the affair being referred to the fenate, it de- 
pended there a confiderable time, when at laft he 
was honourably acquitted. During the time of Tr 
tus, he was under continual apprehenfions of his 
refentment, as being known to favour the interefts 
of Domitian: yet when the latter afcended the 
throne, Baffus was exiled; but afterwards recalled 
by Nerva. Having obtained the Proconfulfhip of 
Bithynia, he was at his return from thence ac- 
cufed of bribery and extortion; and as he was 
profecuted with great warmth, he was defended 
with equal fpirit. The fentiments of the fenate 
were much divided ; however the, mg ority were on 
the moft favourable fide. Pomponius Rura aman 
of quick parts, and vehement in his manner of 
fpeaking, was counfel againft him. He was fecond- 
ed bY Theephanes, one of the deputies from 
the province, and, indeed, the chief promoter 
and inflamer of this profecution. I began the 
reply; for Baffus infifted that the foundation 
of his defence fhould be laid by me. He defised 


me 

























































the notion of preferts. 
forbid perfons in his ftation, to receive any prefents 
Aow what mode of defence fhould I 


his occafion ? If I denied the fact, 
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And, indeed, he had put the denial out of the power 
of his counfel, 1f they had thought it proper; for 
he had acknowledged to feveral perfous, and par- 
ticularly to the emperor, that he had received and 
returned a few flight prefents both upon his bireh- 
day, and at the feait of the ° Saturnalia. Should I 
apply to the clemency of the fenate ? Yhat would 
be ruining my client at once, by confeffing the 
mature of his offence was fuch, that there was na 
othcr way of faving him. Should I then juitify 
the fact? But in fo doing I fhould have injured 
my own character, without rendering any fervice 
to Baffus. Under thefe difficulties I thought it 
would be beft to fteer a middle courfe ; and I flat- 
ter myfelf I happily hit upon it. But night coming 
on, feparated, as ufual the combatants. I had fpoken 
for three hours and a half, fo that I had ftill an 
hour and half remaining. For the law having al- 
lowed fix hours to the plaintif, and nine to the 
defendant, Baffus had fo divided this portion of 
time between me and the advocate whQ was to 
{peak after me, that I had five hours, and he the 
reft. But perceiving my fpeech had made a fa- 
vourabJe impreffion upon the fenate, I thought it 
would be moit advifeable to add nothing more; 
for it is not prudent, you know, to pufh one’s 

fuccefs 




















b Celebr2ted in honour of Saturn ; at which time it Was 
cuftamary for friends to fend prefents to one another. 
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fuccefs too far. Befides, I was apprehenfive I 
fhould ‘not have ftrength to renew the defence the 
next day, as if is much eafier to go on without inter- 
ruption, than to begin again after a long intermif- 
fion. ‘There war yet another confideration which 
had great weight with me: I was afraid that as 
the difcontinuance of my fpeech would abate my 
own ardour; fo the refumption of it might prove 
lirefgme to my hearers. "When an harangue is 
carried on in one continued courfe, the fpeaker 
beft keeps up his own fire, and the attention of 
the audience ; both which are apt to cool and 
grow languid by intermiffion: juft as a conunued 
motion preferves the light of a torch, which, when 
once it is extinét, is not eafily re-lumed. But 
Baffus, almoft with tears in his eyes, earneftly 
prefed me to proceed with his defence for the re- 
mainder of the time; which I accordingly com- 
plied with, preferring his intereft to my own. 
And the even proved agreeable to our wifhes; for 
I found the attention of the fenate as frefh and lively 
as if it had been rather animated, than fatigued by 
the former part of my fpeech. I was feconded by 
Luccius Albinus, who entered fo thoroughly into 
the principles of my reafoning, that our arguments, 
whilft they had the variety of different and diftin& 
{peeches, had the connection and uniformity of one 
cortinued harangue. Herennius Pollio replied to us 
with 
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with great fpirit and power: and after nim Theo- 
phanes fpoke again: in this, as in every Aing 
elfe, difcovering his uncommon affurance, by 
prefuming to take up the time of the fenate after 
two fuch eloquent perfons, and af confular digni- 
ty,” had fpoken before him. He contyiwed haran- 
guing till evening, and even beyond it; for lights 
were broughtin. ‘The next day Titius Homulus, 
and Fronto fpoke admirably in behalf of Baffi». 
The fourth day was employed in examining the 
proofs. Bzbius Macer, the conful elect, declared 
Baffus guilty, within the exprefs words of the law 
relating to bribery and extortion Czpio Hifpo 
was of opinion, that, without affecting his dig- 
mity, the cafe fhould be referr’d to the ordinary 
judges: and both their fentiments were founded 
tm reafon. You will wonder how that can be, fince 
they were fo extremely different. But you will 
obferve that Macer, who confidered the mere let- 
ser of the law, might very reaforably condemn 
him, when it appeared he had taken piùfents con- 
trary to its exprefs prohibition. On the other 
hand, Czpio fuppofing that the fenate had a 
power (as undoubtedly it has} to mitigate or 
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>’ The two perfons here meant are Hercanius Pollio, and 
Pomponius Rufus, mentioned above, who pleaded againit 
Baffus, on the fame fide with ‘Theophanes. Some critics, in- 
deed, {»ppofe Pliny includes himfelf ; but the contrary feems 
plain from the context. See Maffon. vit. Plin. 119. 
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to urge the rigour of the laws, might upon very 
good ground’ think this a cafe worthy of their 
clemency, as being (tho’” indeed contrary to the 
exorefs letter of the law, yet) not unfrequently 
practized. Thè motion of Czpio prevailed, and 
when he rok up to give the reafons for his vote, 
the fame acclamations attended him, as ufually 
follow an approved fpeech. You will eafily judge 
therefore, how great the applaufe was after he had 
fpoken, when he received fuch a fingular mark of 
approbation before he had uttered a word. I find the 
fentiments of thofe without doors, as well as in the 
houfe, are divided into two parties : they who ap- 
prove of Czpio’s vote, condemn Macer’s as fevere 
and hard: onthe contrary, the partizans of Macer’s 
Opinion, treat the other as too mild and indeed in- 
confiftent. They affert, that itis highly abfurd to 
fend a man to be tried before the ordinary judges, 
and yet fuffer him to retain his feat in the fenate. I 
fhould have tě wou that there was befides thofe 
I have iientioned, a third opinion. Valerius 
Paulinus, who joined in fentiments with Czpio, 
was for adding, that the fenate fhould praceed 
again{ft Theophanes, after he fhould have finifh- 
ed his commiffion as deputy from the province. 
For he infifted, that Theophanes had been 
guilty of feveral of thofe mifdemeanors which 
fell within the prohibition of this very law, 

and 
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and upon which he grounded his information 
againft Baffus. But altho’ this propofal was in 
general highly approved by the fenate, yet the 
confuls thought proper to drop it: Paulinus, 
however, had the full credit of fo honert and 
bold a motion. At the breaking up af the houfe, 
Balus was received by great crowds of people 
with the highef{t demonftrations of joy, and the 
loudeft acclamations. This new difficulty whith 
he had fallen into, had recalled the remembrance 
of his former troubles; and a name which had 
never been mentioned but in conjunction with 
fome misfortune, together with the appearance of 
a fine perfon broken with forrow and age, had 
raifed a general compaffion towards him You 
may look upon this letter as the fore runner of 
my fpeech, which, long and copious as it is, I 
{hall fend you at large ; but you muft not expect 
it foon; for it is a fubjeét of too much impor. 
tance ta be reviled in hatte. 




















Farowel. 
LETTER X. Zo SABINUS. 


OUR letter informs me, that Sabina, who 

appointed you and me her heirs, tho’ fhe has 
mo where exprefly directed that Modeftus fhall 
have his freedom, yet has left him a legacy in the 
following words; J give, c¢.—to Moedeftus, whom I 





pave 
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bave ordered to bave bis freedom: upon which 
you defire my fentiments. I have confulted 
the moft learned lawyers, and they all agree 
Modeftus is not entitled to his liberty, fiance it 
is rot ewprefsf given, and confequently that 
the legacy is void, as being devifed to a ° flave. 
But it appears plainly to be a miftake in the tefta- 
trix; and therefore I think we ought to act in 
thie cafe as if Sabina had direéted in fo many 
words, what it is clear fhe imagined fhe had. I 
am perfuaded you will join with me in this opinion, 
who fo religiouMly regard the will of the dead; 
which indeed, where it can be difcovered, will 
always be law to an honeft mind. Honour is to 
you and me as ftrong an obligation, as the com- 
pulfion of lawis to others. Wet Modeftus then 
enjoy his freedom and his legacy in as full a man- 
ner, as if Sabina had obferved all the requifite forms: 
as indeed they effectually do, who make a judici- 
ous choice of że perfons whom they appoint their 
heirs. # arewel. 





























LETTER XI. Zo MINvuTIANUS. 


O U have fcarcely, I imagine, yet heard (for 

the news is but juft arrived) that Licinianus 
is become a profeffor in Sicily. This unfortunate 
perion, 








a A flave was incapable of property, and therefore what- 
ever he acquired became the right of his matter. 
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perfon, who lately enjoyed the dignity of Prztor, 
and was efteemed the moft eloquent of ouf ad- 
vocates, is now fallen from a fenator ro an exile, 
from an orator to a teacher of rhetoric. Laici- 
nianus himfelf took notice of this fad change, 
in a pathetic fpeech which he mde at the 
opening of his fchool: Ob feefune, {aid he, 
bow capricioufly doft thou fport with mankind! 
Thou makeft rhetoricians of fenators, and fenrt6Fs 
of rbhetorictans ! a farcafm fo full of gall *, that one 
might almoft imagine he fixed upon this profef- 
fion merely for the fake of an opportunity of 
applying it. Being drefied, when he firft appear- 
ed in the chair, after the Grecian fafhion (for exiles 
are not permitted to wear the Roman gown) Alas, 
fays he, looking upon his garment, Z am going to 
declaim in Latin! "You will think, perhaps, this 
fituation, wretched and deplorable as it is, is 
what he well deferves for having ftained the ho- 
nourable profeffion of an orator by this abominable 
lewdnefs. It is- true, indeed, he confoffed the 
crime with which he was charged; but whether 
it was from a confcioufnefs of his guilt, or from 
an apprehenfion of worfe confequences if he denied 
it, is not clear; for Domitian’s vengeance gene- 
rally raged with the greateft fury, where his evi- 
dence failed him moft. ‘That emperor had deter- 
mined 




















2 See B. 3. let. 9. note +è. 
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mined that Cornelia Maximilla, one of the veftal 
virgins, fhoagld be buried alive, from an extra- 
vagant nowon that this fort of exemplary feve- 
rities did honour to his reign. Accordingly in 
the ckraracver of high-pmeft, or rather indeed in 
that of 2  wlefs and cruel tyrant, he convened 
the facred college not in the pontifical court where 
they ufually affemmble, but at his villa near Alba ; 
and there by (a fentence no lefs wicked, as it was 
paffed when fhe was not prefent to defend herfelf, 
than as it was the effect of paffion and revenge}, 
he condemned her of having violated her veftal 
vow. Yet he Mmmfelf had been guilty, not only 
of debauching his brother’s daughter, but was 
alfo accefiary to her death: for that lady being a 
widow, in order to conceal her fhame, endeavour- 
ed to procure an abortion, and by that means loft 
her 
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b «e Their office was to attend upon the rites of Vefta, the 
e< chief part of {> =- was the prefervation of the hcly fre. 
<< If this fr~ Aappened to go out, it was thought impiety to 
<< light ir ut any common flame, but they made ufe of the pure 
e< and unpolluted rays of the fun for that purpofe. ‘There 
<« were other holy things under their care, of which we have 
** very uncertain accounts. The chief rules prefcribed them 
<< were, to vow the ftricteft chaftity for the fpace of 30 years, 
<« After this term was completed, they had liberty to leave the 
<< order. If they broke their vow of virginity, they were bu- 
<< ried alive in a place allotted to that peculiar ule.” Ken- 
met’s Antig. ‘Their character for fanétity was fo great, that 
Livy mentions two of thofe virgins having violated their 
vows, as a prodigy that threatened deftruction to the Roman 
ftlate. L. 22. c. 57- And Suetonius informs us, at Au- 

uftus had fo high an opinion of this religious order, that 
e configned the care of his will to fix of thele veftale. 


Suet. in vit. Aug. 
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her life. However, the priefts were directed to 
fee the fentence immediately executed upon Uor- 
nelia. As they were leading her to the place of 
execution, fhe implored Vetta, and the reft of the 
Gods, to atteft her virtue ; and amongf= other ex- 
clamations, frequently cried out, tt pofite 
that Cafar can think me polluted under the in- 
fluence of whofe facred functions be bas conquered 
and triumphed? Whether fhe faid this in fiat- 
tery or derifion; whether it proceeded from a 
confcioufnefs of her innocence, or contempt of the 
emperor, is not certain’; but fhe continued ex- 
claiming in this manner, till fhe caire to the place 
of execution, to which fhe was conducted at leaft 
like a criminal, tho” perhaps blamelefs. As fhe was 
defcending into the fubterraneous cavern, her robe 
hitched upon fomething in the way, upon which 
turning back to difengage it, the executioner offer- 
ed her his hand, which fhe refufed with fome hor- 
ror, as if fhe could not touch it, without impurity. 
Thus fhe preferved the appearance Of untaint- 
cd chaftiry to the concluding fcene of her life, 





e And ber laft care was decently to fall.” 


Celer liikewife, a Roman knight, who was accufed 


of 


¢ It was ufual with Domitian to triumph not only without 
a victory, but even after a defeat. 
4 Euripides in his tragedy of Hecuba. 
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of being her gallant, during the whole time his 
fertence * was executing, in the fquare near the 
fenata-houfe, oerfifted in faying, What crime bave 
I been gustity of? I have been guilty of none. 
Thefe declarations of innocency had fixed upon the 
charaéter of Domitian the imputation of cruelty and 
injuftice, ams had therefore extremely exafperated 
him. Accordinly, Licinianus being feized by the 
emperor’s orders for having carried off a freed-wo- 
man of Cornelia’s and concealed her at one of his 
feats, was advifed, by the perfons who had him in 
cuftody, to confefs the fact, if he hoped to obtain 
a remiffion of his punifhment; and he complied 
with their adwite. Herennius Senecio fpoke for 
him in his abfence, fomewhat in that abrupt man-— 
ner which Antilochus in ° Homer relates the death 
of Patroclus: “ Dead is Patroclus l’ Inftead of 
an advocate, {aid he, I muft turn informer: Laici- 
nianus is fled! ‘This news was fo agreeable to 
Domitian, that he could not forbear betraying 
his fatisfactic . zez, fays he, bas Licimtanus ac- 
guitted of injuftice in this charge; but we will 

Vox. 1: O nof 














a The punifhment inflited upon the violators of veftal 
chaftitv, was, to be icourged to death. 
b Ï Lib. 18. v. 20. --————— Aatilochus appears, 
And tells tbe oelanckoly tale with tears 3 
Sad tidings, jon of Peleus, thcu muft bears 
And wretched I, th’? uncvilling mefenger ! 


Dead is Patreociizs d POFE. 
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not urge bis confufion tco far. Hie accordingly 
permitted him to carry off fuch of his effects as 
he could fecure before they were f:ized for the 
ufe of the public, and in other re{pects made his 
banifhment eafy, as a fort of reward for the com- 
plaifance of this voluntary confeffion. Licinianus 
was afterwards, by the clemency of tne emperor 
Nerva, permitted to fix in Sicily, where he now 
profefies rhetoric, and inveighs apainft the caprices 
of fortune.—You fee how obedient I am to your 
commands, by fending you a circumftantial detail 
of foreign as well as domeftic news. I imagined, 
indeed, as you were abfent when this tranfaction 
happened, you had heard only in general that 
Licinianus was banifhed upon account of his 
lewdnefs. For fame ufually makes her report in 
general terms, without relating particular circum- 
ftances. I think I deferve in return a full account 
of all that happens in your town and its neighbour- 
hood ; for fometimes, no doubt, occurrences arife 
there wortn relating; however, write any thing, 
provided you fend me a letter as long as mine. 
But I give you notice, I will abate nothing in this 
demand, and I fhall not only number the fides, 
but even che very lines and fyilables. Farewel. 
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LEITER XII. Zo ARRIANUS. 


K.N OW you love Marcellinus, and indeed 
Fave frequently mentioned him to me with par- 
ticular approbation ; but he will rite {till higher in 
your efteem when I inform you of the honourable 
part he has lately a¢ted. When he went Quettor 
into one of the provinces, the perfon to whofe lot 
it fell to attend nim as fecretary, happening to die 
before his falary became due, Marcellinus had too 
much honour to think he had a right of applying 
the fum which the public had appointed for that 
purpofe, to his own ufe. At his return therefore 
he applied to Czfar, who referred the confidera- 
tion of what fhould be done with this money, to 
the fenate. It was a queftion indeed of no great 
importance; however, a queftion it was. ‘The 
heirs of the fecretary claimed it for themfelves, 
and the commiffioners of the treafury for the 
public. The caufe was tried, and counfel on be- 
half of each party were heard, who fpoke ex- 
tremely wel: for their refpective clients. Czaci- 
lius Strabo was of opinion that the public had 
a right to this money. Beabius Macer gave it 
for the heirs: but it was determined agreeably to 
the fentiments of the former. You will, I am per- 
fuaded, take the firft opportunity, zs I did, of ex- 
preffing your approbation to Marcellinus of this 
action ; for tho’ indeed it is abundantly fuf- 
O 2 cient 
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cient that he has received the applaufe of the 
emperor and the fenate, yet the addition of yours 
will be a very confiderable fatisfaetion to him. 
Thofe who are actuated by a fenfe of fame, are 
fond of praife, even tho’ it comes from their 
inferiors ; but Marcellinus has fo high a refpect 
for you, as to be particularly defirous to approve 
himfelf to your judgment. To w mich let me add, 
it will encreafe his fatisfaétion when he finds, that 
the fame of this aétion has travelled fo far as to 
have reached your parts. For I know not how it 1s, 
mankind are generally more pleafed with an ex- 
tenfive than even a great reputation. Farewel. 











LETEER XIII. Zo CORNELIUS TACITUS. 





Rejoice that you are fafely arrived in Rome; 
for tho’ I am always defirous to fee you, I am 
more particularly fo now. I purpofe to continue 
a few days longer at my houfe at ‘Tufculum, in 
order to finifh a work which I have upon my 
hands. For I am afraid, fhould I put a {top to 
this defign now that it 1s fo nearly completed, I 
fhalr find it difficult to refumeit. In the mean 
while, that I may lofe no time, I fend this letter 
before me to requeft a favour of you, which I hope 
fhortly to afk in perfon. But before I inform you 
what my requeft is, I muft let you into the occa- 


fiona 
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fion of it. Being lately at Comum, the place of 
my nativity, a young lad, ton to one of my neigh- 
bours,. made me a vifit I afked him whether he 
{tudied rhetoric, and where ? he told me he did, 





and at ° Mediolanum. 





And why not here? Be- 


caufe, (faid his father, who came with him) we 


have no profeffors. 
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<< No! faid I, furely it near- 
ly concerns yu who are fathers (and very op- 
portunely feveral of the company were) that 
your fons fhould recefve their education here, 
rather than any where elfe. For where can 
they be placed more agreeably than in their 
own country, or inftruéted with more fafety 
and lefs expence than at home and under the 
eye of their parents? Upon what very ealy 
terms might you, by a general contribution, 
procure proper mafters, if you would only ap- 
ply towards the raifing a falary for them, the 
extraordinary expence you fuftain for your fons 
journies, lodgings, and for whatever elfe you 
pay in conféquence of their being educated ata 
diftance from home; which indeed you mutt 
for every article of every kind. Tho I have no 
children myfelf, yet I fhall willingly contribute 
to a defien fo beneficial to my native country, 
which I confider as my child or my parent; and 
therefore I will advance a third part of any fum 
fhall think proper to raife for this purpofe. 

O3 < L would 
a Milan. 
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I would take upon myfelf the whole ex pence, 
were I not apprehenfive that my benefaction 
might hereafter be abufed and pervorted to private 
ends; as I have obferved to be the cafe in feveral 
places where public foundations of this nature 
have been eftablifhed. The fingle means to pre- 
vent this miichief is, to leave the. choice of the 
profefiors entirely in the breaft of the parents, 
who will be fo much the more careful whom 
they eleét, as they will be obliged to {hare 
the expence of maintaining them. For tho 
they may be negligent in difpofing of another's 
bounty, they will certainly be cautious how 
they apply their own; and will fee that none 
but thofe who deferve it fhail receive my 
money, when they muft at the fame time re- 
ceive theirs too. Tet my example then en- 
courage you to unite heartily in this ufeful de- 
fign; and be affured the greater the fum my 
fhare fhall amount to, the more agreeable it 
will be to me. You can undertake nothing 
that will be more advantageous to your chil- 
dren, nor more acceptable to your country. 
Your fons will by this means receive their edu- 
cation where they received their birth, and be 
accuftomed from their infancy to inhabit and 
affect their native ioil. May you be able to 
precure profefiors of fuch diftinguifhed abi- 
lices, that the neighbouring towns fhall be glad 
‘€ to 
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< to draw their learning from hence; and as you 
<< now fend your children to foreigners for educa- 
< tion, may oreigners in their turn flock hither far 
< their inftruction !”’ 

I thought proper thus to lay open to you the 
rife of this affair, that you might be the more fenfi- 
ble how agreeable it will be to me, if you under- 
take the office I requeft. I intreat you therefore, 
with all the earneftnefs a matter of fo much im- 
portance deferves, to look out, amongft the great 
numbers of men of letters which the reputation of 
your genius brings to you, proper perfons to whom 
we may apply for this purpofe; but without en- 
tering into Any agreement with them on my part. 
For I would leave it entirely free to the parents to 
judge and choofe as they fhall fee proper: all the 
fhare I pretend to claim is, that of contributing 
my affiftance and my money. If therefore any one 
fhal] be found who thinks himfelf qualified for 
the office, he may repair thither; but without 
relying upon any thing but his merit. Farewel. 











LETTER XIV. Zo PaTERNwS. 


O U expeét, perhaps, as ufual, fome grave 
oration ; but I am going to put into your 
hands, as a moft delicate curiofity, fome of my 
poetical amufements. You will receive then with 


O 4 this 
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this letter a collećtion of my veríes, which I wrote 
in order to while away an idle hour upon the road, 
in the bath, or at table. They were compotta 
upon different occafions, as I found myfelf in a 
gay, an amorous, a melancholy, or fatyrical hu- 
mour; and accordingly the ftile is fometimes of the 
florid and fometimes of the fimple kind. I endea- 
voured by this variety to hit different taftes; and 
fome things may be found in them, perhaps, of ge- 
neral relifh. If you fhould meet with any pafiages 
which may feem fomewhat too wantonly exprefied, 
your reading will fupply you with my apology, 
in the example of thofe great and venerable names 
who have gone before me in the fame hind of writ- 
ing, who without fcruple have employed nof only 
the warmeft defcriptions, but the plaineit terms. 
"This, however, is a liberty I have not allowed 
myfelf; not as pretending to more feverity (for 
why fhould I ?) but becaufe, in truth, I have lefs 
courage. Neverthelefs, I entirely approve of the 
rule which Catullus lays down for this kind of coms 





pofitions : 


Let the poets conduct be 

Free frem wanton levity: 

Not Jb his mufe—bher fportive lay 
Pleafes weft, when moft foe's Zy- 
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You muft look upon it as an inftance of the great 
value I fet upon your judgment, that I venture 
to fubmit the whole to your examination, rather 
than feleét foime of the more finifhed pieces for 
your approbation. Indeed in this kind of mif- 
cellaneous colicctions, wnat would país well 
enough if they were viewed feparately, lofe all 
their advantage, by appearing in better com- 
pany. Buta fenfible and difcerning reader ought 
not to compare pieces of diitinét forts with one 
another, but examine each performance apart, 
and if it be perfect in its kind, not condemn it 
becaufe it does not equal the beauties of fome others 
of a different nature. But I will fay noting more 
concerning them: for to attempt to excufe or re- 
commend this idle bufinefs by a long preface, 
would be adding one folly to another. I will 
only therefore premife farther, that I defign to 
give thefe trifles the title of * Hendecafyllables, in 
allufion to the meafure in which the verfes are 
compofed. Call them, if you think proper, 
Epigrams, Eclogues, or (as many others have) 
fonnets; in a word, give them what name you 
pleate, I offer them only as Hendecafyllables. 
All I beg of your fincerity 1s, that you would 
fpeak your opinien of them to me, with the fame 
freedom that vou would to others. When I 


afk 




















A verfe coniiiiing of eleven fyllables. 
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afk this, I think, I lay you under no difficulty. 
If, indeed, thefe little poetical efflays were my 
only or chief productions, it might found, per- 
haps, a little harfh to advife me, 40 turn my mind 
to fomething elfe; but you may with great delicacy 
and politenefs tell me, 7 bave fomething etfe to mind. 
EF arewel. 











LETTER XV. Zo FUNDANUS. 


F I can pretend to judgment in any thing, it 
is undoubtedly in the Gingular affection which 


I have for Afinius Rufus. He is a perfon of the 
higheft merit, and a friend to all good men; in 
which number why may I not venture to include 
myfelf ? He and Tacitus (to whofe eminent vir- 
tues you are no ftranger) are united in the ftricteft 


intimacy. If therefore you efteem xs, you can- 
not but have the fame favourable fentiments of 


Rufus; for a fimilitude of manners is, you know, 
the ftrongeft cement of friendfhip. Hie has feve- 
ral children: and in this, as in every thing elfe, 
he aéts the part of a friend to his country, Dy 
fupplying it with a numerous race of citizens, 
which he fees with pleafure extend to a fecond 
generation ; and this in an age when even one 


child is thought a burthen, as it prevents that 
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lucrative adulation which is ufually paid to 
thofe who have none. But he fcorns fuch bafe 
wiews, and thinks himfelf happy in the title of 
grand-father ; for which he is indebted to Satu- 
rius Firmus: a perfon whom you would efteem 
as much as I do, if you knew him as well. My 
defign in all this detail, is, to let you fee, what 
a numerous family you may oblige by conferring 
a fingle favour: a favour for which I apply to you, 
becaufe I fincerely wifh and affuredly prefage 
you will foon be in a condition to grant it- 
I hope and believe you will be Conful the ap- 
proaching 


As luxurv prevailed among the Romans, avarice, its fure 
attendant, increafed in proportion, and among other bafe 
methods of gratifying the importunate demands of unbound- 
ed defires, the mean praétice of paying court to the wealthy 
with a view to their fortunes, was extremely common. Ho- 
race has expofed this contemptible commerce in his ufual 
agreeable manner, and recommends it as the moft infallible 


method of becoming rich. 
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ee Divitias zrifgque ruam, dic augur, acervos 
Dixi equidem, © dico: captes aftutus ubiqgue 

L efamenta JENIN > MEU, Ja vafer unus EJ alter 
infidiatcrem prærofo fugerit hamo, 

Aut fpem deponas, aut artems, thlufus, omittas. 











Sat. 5. Il. z. 


<< Tell, for you know, my friend prophetic tell, 
«+ What thall I do my empty bags to fwell ?** 
Have I not faid it ? and I fay it ftll, 
Court each rich dolt, and flide into his will : 
Tho’ here or there, perhaps, a rogue be found 
Too wife to gorge the hook he nibbles round, 
Lofe not thy hopes, nor quit, deceiv’d, the game. 
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proaching year: and in this perfuafion I am con- 
firmed both by your own confpicuous merit, and 
the diftineuifhing judgment of the emperor. An 
mius Baus, the eldeit fon of Rufus, folicits the 
Queftorfhip at the fame time. I Know not whe- 
ther I ought to fay (which however the father 
would have me both fay and think, tho’ Baffus 
it too modeft to allow it) that he is a greater 
man than his father. "Were I to reprefent his 
abilities, his probity, his learning, his genius, 
his application and his parts as great as you 
will moft certainly experience them; you, who 
never yet fufpected my veracity, would {carce 
conceive he deferved the character. I wifh 
our age fo abounded in merit, as to fupply 
you with fome who might juftly ftand in com- 
petition with him. In that cafe I fhouid be 
the firt to advife you, to confider well where to 
fix your choice: but the misfortune is—how- 
ever I will not fpeak of my friend in an invidi- 
ous ftrain. I will only fay he is a young man, 
who deferves you fhould look upon him in the 
{fame relation as our anceftors ufed to confider 
their QOurvweftors, that is, as your fon. Men of 
your charaéter for wifdom fhould choofe their 
polirical children of the fame caft they would 
wiih 
a The connection between a Conful and his Queftor, Xc. 


wis con darsa bw the ancient Romans as atye of the itrongeit 
kiad.: mas £ "se, il Verrem. 
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wilh nature to form their real ones. ‘Will it not 
be an honour to your Confulfhip to have a Quzftor 
whofe father has been Prator, and whofe rehtrons 
Confuls, yet who, tho’ but a youth, reflects 
back to his family (and that by their own confef- 
ñon) as much glory as he derives from them? Let 
me entreat you then to comply with my requett 
and my advice. In which, if 1 feem premature, 
i hope you will pardon me, when you confider, 
that in a place where every thing is feized by the 
man who can firft lay hold of it, it 1s ftaying 
much too late to wait tll precifely the proper 
time: befides that there is a pleafure in anticipa-— 
ting one’s ¢vifhes. Allow Baffus then to revere 
you dlready as Conful, and do you in return 
efteem him as vour Queftor; and may I, who 
love you both, enjoy that double pleafure. ‘Ihe 
truth is, you have each fo equal a claim to my 
affeétion, that as I {hall be obliged to promote with 
all my affiduity and credit your refpective interetts 
in this affair, tho’ they fhould happen to be dıl- 
tinct ; fo it will be extremely agrecable if I may 
be able to ferve both thote ends at the fame time 
by my good offices to this young man; in a 
word, if I may be fupported in this folicitation by 
your aMfiftance, to whofe judgment and fuffrage 
the fenate pays fo great a regard. Farewel. 
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LETTER XVÐĐVI. To VALERIUS PAULINUS 


Ejoice with me, my friend, not only upon 

my account, but your own, and that of 
the public; for Eloquence is {till held in honour. 
Being lately engaged to plead in a caufe before 
the Centumviri, the crowd was fo great that 1 
could not get to my place, without paffing through 
the tribunal where the judges fat. And I have this 
flattering circumftance to add farther, that a young 
nobleman having loft his robe in the prefs, ftood 
in his veft to hear me during the feven hours I 
was fpeaking: and my fucceis was equal to the 
great fatigue I fuftained. Come on then, my 
friend, and let us earneftly purfue our ftudies, 
nor fcreen our own indolence under pretence of 
that of the public. Never, we may reft affured, 
will there be wanting hearers and readers, io long 
as we can fupply them with orators and authors 
worthy of their attention. Farewel. 











LETTER AYIL To GALLUS- 





Y OU acquaint me that Cecilius, the conful 

eleét, has commenced a fuit againft Cor- 
rellia, and earneftly beg me to undertake her caufe 
in her abfence. As I have reafon to thank you 


for 
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for your information, fo I have to complain of 
your intreaties without the firft, indeed, I fhould 
nave been ignorant of this affair, but the laft was 
unneceflary, as I want no folicitations to comply, 
where it would be ungenerous in me to refufe ; for 
can I hefitate a moment to take upon myfelf the 
protection of a daughter of Correllius ? It is true, 
indeed, tho’ there is no particular intimacy be- 
tween her adverfary and me, we are, however, 
unon good terms. It is true likewife, that he is 
a perfon of great rank, and who has a claim to 
particular regard from me, as he is entering upon 
an office, which I have had the honour to fill; and 
it is natural for a man to be defirous thofe dignities 
fhould be treated with the higheit refpect, which 
he himfelf once poffeffed. Yet thefe confidera- 
tions have little weight, when I reflect that it is 
the daughter of Correllius whom I am to defend. 
The memory of that excellent perfon, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater dig- 
nity, reétitude, and good fenfe, is indelibly im- 
prefed upon my mind. I admired him before I 
was acquainted with him; and contrary to what 
is ufually the cafe, my efteem increafed in pro- 
portion as I knew him better: indeed I kncw 
him thoroughly, for he treated me without re- 
ferve, and admitted meto fhare inhis joys and his 
forrows, in his gay and his ferious hours. When 
I was but a vouth, he efteemed, and T will 
even 
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even venture to fay) revered me as if I had been 
in every refpect his equal. When I foiicited any 
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poít of honour, he fuprorted me with his intereff, 
and reco:nmended me by his tcftimony; wen í en- 
tered upon it, he was my introducer and my atten- 
dant; when I exercifed it, he was my guide ana 
my counfellor. In a word, wherever my intereft 
was concerned, he exerted himfelf with as much 
zeal and alacrity as if he had poffeffed all his former 
health and vigour. In private, in public, and at 
court, how often has he advanced and fupported my 
credit and reputation! It happened once, that the 
converfation before the emperor Nerva turned upon 
the hopeful young men of that time, and feveral 
of the company were pleafed to mention me with 
applaufe: he fat for a little while filent, which gave 
what he faid the greater weight; and then with that 
air of dignity, to which you are no ftranger, I 
muft be referwced, faid he, in my praifes of Pliny, be- 
caufe be does nothing without my advice. By which 
fingle fentence he gave me a greater character 
than I could prefume even to afpire to, as he re- 
prefented my conduct to be always fuch as wif- 
dom mutt approve, fince it was wholly under 
the guidance of one of the wifeft of men Even 
in his laft moments he faid to his daughter, (as fhe 
often mentions,) J have in the course cf a long life 
vaifed. uo many friends to you; Sut there is none 
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in whem you may more affuredly confide, than Pting 
end Cornutus: acircumftance I cannot reflect up- 
»n, without being deeply fenfible how much it 1s 
incumbent upon me, to endeavour to act up to 
the opinion fo excellent a judge of mankind con- 
ceived of me. I fhall therefore moft readily give 
my affiftance to Corellia in this affair ; and wil- 
tingly hazard any difpleafure I may incur by ap- 
pearing in her caufe. Fho” I fhould imagine, if 
in the courfe of my pleadings I fhould find an 
opportunity to explain and enforce, more at large 
than I can in a letter, the reafons I have here men- 
tioned, and upon which I refit at once my apolo- 
gy and my glory ; her adverfary (whofe fuit may 
perhaps, as you fay, be entirely unprecedented, 
as it is acainft a woman) will not only excufe, but 


approve my conduct. F arewel. 


LETTER XVIII Zo ANTONINUS- 


AN I give you a ftronger inftance how 
much I admire your Greek epigrams, than 
by having endeavoured to imitate fome of them in 
a Latin tranflation? I confefs however, (partly 
from the weaknefs, or as Lucretius calls it, she 
poverty of our native language) much to their 
difadvantage: yet, if cloathed in a Roman drefs, 
and by my unfkilful hand, you fhould be able 
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to difcover fome beauty {till remaining in them; 
what muít their charms be, when adorned with al? 
the majefty of the Greek language, and forme 
by your fuperior genius? Farewel. 





LETTER XIX. To HMisputzra. 


S you are an exemplary inftance of tender 

regard to your family in general, and fo 
your late excellent brother in particular, whofe 
affection you returned with equal warmth; and 
have not only fhewn the kindnefs of an aunt, 
but fupplied the lofs of a tender parent to his 
daughter *; you will hear, I am perfuaded, with 
infinite pleafure, that fhe behaves worthy of her 
father, her grand-father, and yourfelf. She pof- 
{effes an excellent underftanding, together with 
confummate prudence, and gives the ftrongeft 
teftimony of the purity of her heart by her fond- 
nefs of her hufband. Her affection to me has 
given her a turn to books; and my compofiti- 
ons, which fhe takes a pleafure in reading, 
and even in getting by heart, are continually in 
her hands. How full of tender folicitude is fhe 
when I am going to ipeak in any tante? Haw 
kindly does fhe rejoice when I have happily 
difcharged the office ? While I am pleading, fhe 
places 


























@ Calphurnia, Pliny’s wife. 
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places perfons to inform her from time to tıme 
how I am heard, what applaufes I receive, and 
what fuccefs attends the caufe. When at any 
tinie I recite my works, fhe conceals herfelf 
behind. fome curtain, and with {fecret rapture en- 
joys my praifes. She fings my verfes to her lyre, 
with no other mafter but Love, the beft inftruc- 
tor, for her guide. From thefe happy circum- 
{tances I draw my moft affured hopes, that the 
harmony between us will increafe with our days, 
and be as lafting as our lives. For it is not my 
youth or my perfon, which time gradually ım- 
pairs ; it is my character and my glory of which 
fhe is enamoured. But what lefs could be expect- 
ed from one who was trained by your hands, and 
formed by your inftructions ; who was early fa- 
miliarifed under your roof with all that is worthy 
and amiable, and was firft taught to conceive an 
affection for me, by the advantageous colours in 
which you were pleafed to reprefent me ? As 
you revered my mother with all the re{pect due 


even to a parent, fo you kindly directed and en- 
prefaging from that 














couraged my tender years, 
early period all that my wife now fondly ima- 


zines I cally am. Accept therefore of our united 
thanks, that you thus, as it were defignedly, form- 


ed us for each other. Farewel. 
P 2 LEIT- 
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LETTER XA; Zo MAXIMUS 


Have already acquainted you with my opimon 

of the feveral parts of your work, as I peruied 
them; I muft now tell you my general thoughts 
of the whole. It is a beautiful performance ; 
the fentiments are manly and fublime, conceived 
in all the variety of a ftrongz and pregnant ima- 
gination expreffed in chafte and elegant lan- 
guage; the figures happily chofen, and a copious 
vein of eloquence runs through the whole, and 
raifes a very high idea of the author’s talents. 
You feem impelled by the energy of a power- 
ful genius actuated by deep forrow, mutually 
afifting and animating each other; for your 
genius gives majefty to your grief; and your orief 
adds ftreneth to your genius. Farewel. 





LETTER XXII. To VeELrus CEREALIS. 





O NV fevere a fate has attended the daugh- 
ters of Helvidius! Theie two fifters are 
both dead in child-bed, after having each of them 
been delivered of a girl. This misfortune pierces 
me with the fharpeft forrow; as indeed, to fe wo 
fuch amiable: young women fall a facrifice to their 
fruitfuln fs in the prime and flower of their years, 
is 
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is a misfortune which I cannot too deeply lament. 
I lament for the unhappy condition of the poor 
infants, who are thus become orphans from their 
birth: I lament for the fake of the difconfolate 
hufbands of thefe ladies; and I lament too for 
my own. The affection I bear to the memory 
of their late father, is inviolable, as my * de- 
fence of him in the fenate, and as all my writ- 
ings witnefs. Of three children which fur- 
vived him there remains but one; and his fa- 
mily which had lately fo many noble fupports, 
now refts upon a fingle perfon! It will, how- 
ever be a confiderable mitigation of my affliction, if 
fortune fhould kindly fpare that ome, and render 
him worthy of his father, and ° grand-father: and 
I am fo much the more anxious for his welfare and 
good conduét, as he is the only branch of the fa- 
mily remaining. “You know the foftnefs and foli- 
citude of my heart where I have any tender attach- 
ments: you will not wonder then, that I have 
many fears, where I have many hopes. Farewel. 


















a see B. O- let. 14. 

b The famous Helvidius Prifcus, who fignalized himfelf in 
the fenate by the freedom of his fpeeches in favcur of liberty, 
Juring tk reigns of Galba, Otho, Vitellius, and Veípafian 5 
31 whofe time he was put to death by the order of the fenate, 
tho’ contrary to the inclination of the emperor, who counter- 
manded the execution: but it was too latB, the executioner 
having performed his office before the meffengetr arrived. Ta- 
citus reprefents him as acting in all the various duhies of focial 
life with one confiftent tenor of uniform virtue ; il veerior to 
all temptations of wealth, of inHexible integrity, and un- 
broken fortitude. Hif. 1. 4. 5- 
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ETTER XXiL Zo RuüFus- 


T_ately attended our excelient emperor as one 


of his affeffors, in a caufe wherein he him- 
felf prefided. A certain perfon leit by his will, 
a fund for the eftablifhment of the” gymnattic 
games at € Vienna. Thefe my worthy friend ‘Ire 

bonius Rufinus, when he exercifed the office of 
Duumvir ê, had ordered to be totally abolifhed ; 
and it was now alledged againít him, that he had 
no authority for fupreffing them. He fpoke in his 
own caufe with a fuccefs equal to his great elo- 
quence; and what particularly recommended his 
{peech was, that he delivered it with a certain fuit- 
able boldnefs becoming a true Roman and a good 
citizen, ring up in his own juftification. When 
the fentiments of the affeffors were taken, Junius 
Mauricus (who in fpirit and integrity has no fu- 
perior) declared it was his opinion, that the liberty 
of folemnizing thefe games fhould not be reftored 
to 












a Trajan. 

> So called, becaufe the perfons who performed in thefs 
games were naked. They confifted principally of 
wrefiling, and boxing 

c Vienne in Dauphine, a province in France. 

da The Duuxetiri, fo called from their number, being only 
two, were m-agiitrates in the corporate cities, who exercifed, 
in their refpective corporations, the fame functions as the Con- 
fuls at Rome ; they were choten out of the body of Decuriones, 
sho were a kind of fenators. Sigonius de jure Ital. L 3. 4. 
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to the people of Vienna; and wculd to God, add- 
ed he, they could be abolifhed at Rome too! This, 
you will fay, was an inftance of great * firmnefs : 
but it is nothing uncommon in Miauricus. He 
gave as {trong a proof of his honeft freedom, be- 
fore the late emperor Nerva. Being at fupper 
one evening with that prince, and a few {elect 
friends, Vejento f was placed next to the emperor: 
After I have named the man, I need fay no more 
to raife your indignation. ‘The difcourfe happen- 
ed to turn upon Catullus Meffalinus, who had a 
foul as dark as his body; for he was not only 
curfed with want of ight, but want of humanity. 
As he was uninfluenced either by fear, fhame, or 
compaffion, he proved a very proper inftrument 
in the hand of Domitian to execute his black pur- 
pofes againft every man of worth. The company 
gave their fentiments of the fanguinary counfels 
and infamous character of this man. ‘f And what, 
< faid the emperor, would have been his fate had 
<< he lived now 2” To have fupped with us, replied 
Miauricus. But to return from this long di- 
oreffion, into which, however, I did not fall un- 
defigned]:- —-It was determined that thefe games 
thould be fuppreffed ; for they had greatly depraved 

r-a the 


e Trajan was fond of this kind of entertaiifiaents, and had 
himfelt ahi baned fome very fplendid ones, upo> his triumph 
over the Dacians. 

f 3n infamous fycophant frequently mentioned by Juvenal. 
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the morals of the people of. Vicnna: and they 
have had the fame general effect among us. 
But the vices of the Viennenfes are confin’d within 
their own walls; ours have a more extenfive in- 
fiuence: for it is in the body poiitic, as in the 
natural, thofe diforders are moft dangerous that 
flow from the head. Farewel. 








LETTER AALL To Pompronius Bassu. 


HAD the great pleafure to hear from our 
common friends, that you difpofe of your time 
in your agreeable retirement from public bufinefs 
with that dignity which becomes a man of your 
diftinguifhed wifdom ; that you mix exerciic 
with contemplation, and learned conferences with 
much reading; in a word, that you are daily 
encreafing that glorious fund of knowledge you 
already poffefs. This is to grow old in a way 
worthy of a man who has difcharged the higheft 
offices both civil and military, and wha gave 
himfelf wholly up to the fervice of the com- 
monwealth, whilft it became his years. Our 
youth and manhood we owe to our country’, but 
our declining age is due to ourfelves ; as the laws 
themfelves feem to fuggeft, which reffgn us to 
cafe, when we are arrived beyond aur fixtieth 
year *. How do I long for the time when 1 
all 


a A fenator was not obliged to attend the bufinefs of the 
houfe, after that age. Seneca de Civ. vit. C. ZO. 
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fhall enjoy that happy privilege! When my 
years fhall juftify my following the example of 
your honourable retreat! When my receding 
from active life fhall not be deemed indolence, 
but repofe! Farewel. 








LETTER XXIV. To VALENS. 





BENS engaged lately in a caufe before the 
Centumviri, it occur’d to me that when I was 
a young man I had alfo pleaded in the fame court 
I could not forbear, as ufual, to purfue the re- 
flection, and toconfider if there were any of thofe 
advocates then prefent, who were joined with me 
in the former caufe ; but I found I was the only 
perfon remaining who had been counfel in both : 
fuch changes does the inftability of human nature, 
or the viciffitudes of fortune produce ! Death had 
removed fome; banifhment others ; age and infir- 
mities had filenced thofe, while rhefe were with- 
drawn to enjoy the happinefs of retirement; one 
was at the head of an army; and the indulgence 
of the prince had exempted azother from the bur- 
then of civil employments. What turns of for- 
tune have I experienced even in my own perfon! 
It was the cultivation of my talents for oratory 
that firftt raifed me into notice; it was the fame 

talents 
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talents that afterwards occafioned my difgrace; and 
it is the fame talents that have advanced me again. 
The friendfhips of the wife and good at my firft 
appearance in the world, were highly ferviceable to 
me; the fame friendfhips proved afterward ex- 
tremely prejudicial to my intereft, and now again 
they are my ornament and fupport. If you com- 
pute the time in which thefe revolutions have hap- 
pened, it is but a few years; if you number the in- 
cidents, it feems an age: and it is a leffon that will 
teach us to check both our defpair and our prefump- 
tion, when we obferve fuch a variety of events ra- 
pidly reyolving in fo narrow a circle, It is my cuf- 
tom to communicate to my friend all my thoughts, 
and to fet before him the fame reflections and ex- 
amples, by which I regulate my own conduét : and 
fuch was my defign in the prefent letter. Farewel. 





















LETTER XXV. Jo Maximus, 





Mentioned to you in a former ° letter, that I 

apprehended the method of voting by ballots 
would be attended with inconveniencies; and fo it 
has proved. At the laft election of magiftrates, 
upon fome øf the tablets were written {everal 
pieces of pleafantry, and even indecencies; in one 


par- 











B. 3+ let 209. 
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particularly, inftead of the name of the candidate, 
was inferted the names of thofe who efpoufed his 
intereft. The fenate was extremely exafperated at 
this infolence ; and with one voice threatened the 
vengeance of the emperor upon the author. But 
he lay concealed, and poffibly might be in the 
number of thofe who expreffed the warmeit indig- 
nation. What muft one think of fuch a man’s 
private conduét, who in public, upon fo impor- 
tant an affair, and at fo folemn a time, could in- 
dulge himfelf in fuch indecent liberties, and 
dare to aét the droll in the face of the fenate? 
Who will knew it, is the argument that prompts 
little and bafe minds to commit thefe indecorums. 
Secure from being difcovered by others, and 
unawed by any felf-refpect, they take their pen 
and tablets ; and hence arife thefe buffooneries, 
which are fit only for the ftage. What method 
fhall we take, what remedy apply againft this 
abufe ? Our diforders indeed, in general, have 
every where eluded all attempts to reftrain them. 
But thefe are evils much too deeply rooted for our 
limited power to eradicate, and muft be left to the 
the care of that fuperior authority who by thefe 
lows but daring infults, has daily frefh occa- 
fions of exerting all his pains and vigilance. 
Farewel., 
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LETTER XXXVI. Zo N Eepos. 


HE requet you make me to revife and 

correét that copy of my works, which you 
have taken the pains to collect, I fhall moft willing- 
ly comply with ; as indeed there is nothing I ought 
to perform with more readinefs, efpecially at your 
ainftance. "When a man of fuch dignity, learning, 
and eloquence, deeply engaged in bufinefs, and en- 
tering upon the important government of a pra- 
vince, has fo good an opinion of my compofitions 
as to think them worth taking with him, how am 
I obliged to endeavour that this part of his bag- 
gage may not feem an ufelefs embarrafiiment! My 
Srft care therefore fhall be, that they may attend 
you with all the advantages poffible; and my 
next, to fupply you at your return with others, 
which you may not think undeferving to be added 
to the former; for I can have no ftronger encou- 
ragement to encreafe the number of my writings, 
than the being affured of finding a reader of your 
tafte and difcernment. Farewel. 














LETTER XXVII. To FAaALco. 





Have been attending thefe three days the re- 
Í cital of Augurinus’s fonnets, which I hearel 
not only with great pleafure, but even admira- 
tion, 
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tion. They are conceived with much delicacy of 


fentiment, are expreffed with great elegance, and 
abound with numberlefs ftrokes of the tender and 


the fublime, of wit and of fatire. I am of opinion, 
there has not for thefe many years appeared any 
thing more finifhed of the kind; if indeed my great 
affeétion for him, and the praifes he beftows upon 
me, do not biafs my judgment. He introduces his 
poems with obferving, that I fometimes amule my- 
felf with writing verfes. If I can recollect the fe- 
cond line of this introduction (for the reft I re- 
member, and have often repeated) you fhall judge 
if my opinion of them is juft: 








Sweetly flow my tender lays, 

Like Calvus’? or Catullus ftrains, 

( Bards approv’d of ancient days! J 
Where love in all its Joftnefs reigns. 





Yet wherefore ancient poets name ? 
Let Pliny my example be: 

Him the facred nine inflame 5 
More than ancient poets be! 


To mutual love be tunes the lay, 
While far the notfy bar be flies: 

Say then ye grave, ye formal /ay, 
Ii bo fhall gentle lave defptfe ? 





You 
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You fee with what iprightlinefs of imagination, 
what propriety of fentiment, what clearnefs of 
expreflion the whole is wrought up; and in this 
taite, I will venture to affure you, you will find 
his performance in general: I will fend it ta 
you as foon as it fhall be publifhed. In the mean 
while, admit this excellent youth into a fhare of 
your affection, and congratulate our age on the 
production of fuch a genius, whofe virtues render 
him fill more illuftrious. He fpends his time 
partly with Spurinna, and partly with Antoninus; 
having the honour to be the relation of one, and 
the companion of both. You will eafily imagine 
what uncommon virtues pe mutt poflefs, who is 
thus the favourite of two fuch venerable old men 
for the poet’s obfervation is moft undoubtedly 
truc = 

Theife who in clofe fociety are join'd, 

in manners equal, you will ever find’. 
Farewel. 


LETTER AxXVillL. To SEVER YS. 
ERENIUS Severus, a perion of diftin- 


euifhed learning, is exceecinaly delirous to 
have the pictures of two of your country-men, 
Cornelius Nepos; and ‘Titus Caffius, to adorn his 
library ; and has intreated me, if they are to be 
met 





Euripides. 
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met with where you are (as probably they may) 
that I would procure copies for him. ‘That 
care I recommend to you, rather than to any 
other, not only becaufe I know your friendfhip 
for me readily inclines you to comply with my 
requefts, but a3 being fenfible of the high regard 
you ‘have for learning and all her friends; and 


that your affection and veneration for thofe who 





























for if it is difficult to catch 


a likenefs from the life, it is much more fo to 
preferve it in a copy; from which I defire you 


would ,not fuffer the painter to deviate, not even 











your place upon the bench the next time the 
court Gts. In vain would your indolence repofe 
itfelf under my proteétion; for there is no abfent- 
ing with impunity. Behold that fevere Prezetor, the 


refolute Licinius Nepos, fining even a mighty fe- 
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his difmay, but humble his interceffions, but fad 
his neceffity of being obliged to afk pardon. All 
magniftrates in that office, you will tell me per- 
haps, are not thus rigid. In good earneft, how- 
ever, you may be miuftaken: for tho’ indeed to 
be the author and reviver of an example of this 
kind, may be an act of feverity; yet when once 
it is introduced, even lenity herfelf may follow 
the precedent. Farewel. 


LETTER XXX. To LICINIUS. 


HAVE brought you as a prefent out of the 

country, a query which well deferves the 
confideration of your extenfive erudition. There 
is a {pring which rifes in a neighbouring moun- 
tain, and running among the rocks is received 
into a little banquetting-room, from whence, after 
the force of its current is a little reftrained, it falls 
into the ° Larian lake. ‘The nature of this fpring 
is extremely furprizing; it ebbs and flows regu- 
larly three times a day. ‘The increafe and decreafe 
is plainly vifible, and very entertaining to obferve. 
You fit down by the fide of the fountain, and whilft 
you are taking a repaft and drinking its water, 
which is extremely cool, you fee it gradually rife, 
and fall. If you place aring, or any thingelf= at 
che 












s See B. 1. Let. 3. in not. 
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the bottom when it is dry, the ftream reaches it by 
degrees ‘till it 1s entirely covered, and then again 
gently retires from it; and if you wait you may fee 
it thus advance and recede three times fucceffively. 
Shall we fay, that fome fecret current of air ftops 
and opens the fountain-head, as it approaches to or 
retires from it; as we fee in bottles, and other 
veffels of that nature where there is not a free 
and open paffage, tho” you turn their necks down- 
wards, yet the outward air obftructing the vent, 
they difcharge their contents as it were by ftarts ? 
Or may it not be accounted for upon the fame 
principle as the flux and reflux of the fea ? Or, as 
thofe rivers which difcharge themfelves into the 
fea meeting with contrary winds and the fwell of 
the ocean are forced back into their channels; fo 
may there not be fomething that checks this foun- 
tain, for a time, in its progrefs ? Or is there rather 
a certain refervoir that contains thefe waters in the 
bowels of the earth, which while it is recrulting 
its difcharges, the ftream flows more flowly and 
in lefs quantity, but when it has colleéted its due 
meafure, it runs again in its ufual ftrength and 
fulnefs ? Or laftly is there I know not what kind 
of fubterraneous counter-poife, that throws up the 
water when the fountain is dry, and ftops it when 
it is full? You, who are fo well qualitied for the 


Vor. I. Q_ enquiry, 
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enquiry, will examine the reafons * of this wọn- 
derful phænomenon ; it will be fufficient for me if E 
have given you a clear defcription of it. Farewel. 











® There are feveral of thefe periodical fountains in different 
parts of the world ; as we have fome in England. Lay-well 
near ‘Torbay, is mentioned in the Philofophical ‘Tranfactions 
Ne 104. p. 909.] to ebb and flow feveral times every hour. 
he reafons of this kind of fprings are of no very eafy folu- 
tion, and the caufes affign’d by modern philofophers are 
fearce more fatisfactory t thofe pointed out by the an- 
cients: perhaps they do not depend upon any general prin- 
= but arife from different caufes according to their 























ive fituations. The conjecture which Mr. Addifon 
offers in accounting for thofe he faw in Switzerland, feems 
planfible enough, and equally applicable to this fountain 
mentioned by Pliny ; as it is probable it took its rife from 
the fame mountains. ‘*‘ We faw, fays that inimitable 
<<« author in his defcription of Geneva and the lake, in 
<e feveral parts of the Alps that border’d upon ns, vaft pits 
< of {now ; as feveral mountains that lie at a greater diftance 
are wholly covered with it. I fancy’d the confufion of 
mountains and hollows I here obferved, furnifh’d me with 
a more probable reafon than any I have met with, for thefe 
4odical fountains in Switzerland, which flow only at 
particular hours of the day. For as the tops of thefe 
mountains caft their fhadows upon one another, they hin- 
der the fun’s fhining on feveral parts at fuch certain 
times, fo that there are feveral heaps of {now which have 
the fun lying upon them for two or three hours together, 
and are in the fhade all the day afterward. If therefore 
it happens, that any particular fountain takes its rife 
from any of thefe refervoirs of fnow, it will naturally 
begin to flow on fuch hours of the day as the {now begins. 
*o melt: but as foon as the fun leaves it again to freeze 
s€ and ha den, the fountain dries up, and rece ves no 
more fupphes, till abowt the fame time the next day, when 
the heat of the fun again fets the fnows a running that fall 
into the fame lictle conduits, traces, and canals, ani hy 
se confequence break out and difcover themfelves always in 
se the fame place.”” Addifon’s Trav. 353. 
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LETTER I Fo Severus. 


Small legacy which was lately left me, has 
given me much greater pleafure than |] 
fhould have received by a far more confiderable 
one unattended with familar circumftances. Pom- 
ponia Gratilla, having difinherited her fon Affidius 
Curianus, appointed me, and Sertorius Severus of 
Pretorian rank, together with feveral eminent Ro- 
man knights, her coheirs. The fon applied to me to 
give kiim my fhare of the inheritance, in order tQ 
make ufe of my name as a precedent againft the 
re of the joint-heirs; but offered at the fame time 
ta enter into a fecret agreement with me to return 
my proportion. I told him, it was by no means 
Q 2 aprecabie 
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agreeable to my charaécter to feem to act one way, 
when, in truth, I was acting another; and that there 
was fomething of meannefs in making prefents to a 
man of his fortune, who had no children: be- 
fides it would not at all anfwer the purpofe at 
which he was aiming. Indeed, (I added) if I 
were to withdraw my claim, it might be of 
fome fervice to him: and this I was ready and 
willing to do, if he could prove to me that he 
was unjuftly difinherited. ‘* Let me prevail with 
< you then, faid he, to be my arbitrator in this 
<e cafe.” After a fhort paufe, I told him I confent- 
ed to his propofal: ‘* for why, faid I, fhould I 
<< not have as good an opinion of my own im- 
<< partial difintereftednefs as you feem to have? 
But remember I am not to be prevailed upon 
to decide the point in queftion again{ft your 
mother, if it fhould appear fhe had juft reafon 
“< for what fhe has done.” << Be it agreeable 
«© to your inclination, he replied, which ł am fure 
<< is always to aét according to juftice.’” I cal- 
led to my afiiftance Corellius and Frontinus, 
two of the moft confiderable lawyers which 
Rome at that time afforded. Attended with 
thofe friends, I heard the caufe in my chamber. 
Curianus faid every thing which he thought gould 
favour his pretenfions, to whom (as there was 
nobody but myfelf to defend the character ef 
Gratilla) I made a {fhort reply; after which ł 

retired 
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retired with my friends to deliberate upon the 
cafe, and then returning acquainted Curianus, 
that it was our opinion his conduét had juftly 
drawn upon him his mother’s refentment. Some- 
time afterwards, Curianus commenced a fuit ın 
the Cenxtumviral court againft all the coheirs ex- 
cept myfelf. The day appointed for the trial ap- 
preaching, the reft of the coheirs were defirous 
of compromifing the affair; not out of any dif- 
Gdence of their caufe, but from a diftruft of the 
times. They were apprehenfive, that what had been 
the cafe of many others might happen to them, 
and from a civil fuit might end in a criminal 
one ; as. there was fome amongift them to whom 
the friendfhip of Gratilla and Rufticus * might prove 
extremely prejudicial: they therefore defired me 
to go and talk with Curianus. We met in the tem- 
ple of Concord; “< fuppofe, faid I, your mother 
«c had left you the fourth part of her eftate, or even 
<< fuppofe fhe had made you fole heir, but had 
<< exhaufted fo much of the eftate in legacies that 
<< there would not be more than a fourth part re- 
<< main ng to you ; could you juftly have complain- 
« ed you ought to be contented therefore, if 
<< being abfolutely difinherited, as you are, the heirs 
* as- willing to relinquifh to you a fourth part = 


Q 3 < which 


a Grartilla was the wife of Rufticus: Rufticus was put to 
dezth by Domitian, and Gratilla banifhed. It was a sufficient 
crime inthe reign of that execrable prince to be even a frien 
of thofe who were obnoxious: to him. See B. 7 let. 33e laf 
note. 
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<< which however I will increafe by contributing 
< my proportion. You know you did not com- 
<< mence any fuit againft me, fo that the prefcrip- 
e tion which I have gained by two years peaceable 
<< poffeffion, fecures my fhare from any claim you 
< can fet up againft it. But to induce you to agree 
<< to the propofals on the part of the other coheirs, 
< and that you may be no fufferer by the peculiar 
<< refpeét you fhewed to me, I offer to contribute my 
<< proportion with them.’’—The filent fatisfaCtion 
of my own conf{cience is not the only pleature this 
tranfaction has afforded me; it has contributed 
greatly tomy reputation. It is this fame Curianus 
who has left me the legacy I mentioned in the be- 
ginning of my letter, which I received as a very 
honourable mark of his approbation of my behaviour 
in the affair 1 have related, fo agreeable (if I do not 
flatter myfelf) to that principle of integrity which 
prevailed in antient days. I have given you this 
account, becaufe in all my joys and forrows I look 
upon you as myfelf, and I thought it would be 
unkind not to communicate to fo tender a friend 
whatever occafions me pleafure ; as I confefs this 
circumftance has: for I do not pretend fuch 
refined ftrains of philofophy as to be indif erent, 
when I think I have acted as becomes a man no- 
nour, whether my actions meet with that approbation 
which is in fome fort their reward. Farewel. 

LIE T- 
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LETTER II. Zə FLACCUS. 


J higi * thrufhes I received from you were fo 

excellent, that my Laurentinum is not ca- 
pable of fupplying me with any thing in this tem- 
peftucus feafon, either of the land or fea kind, to 
make you a fuitable return. I have anly therefore 
to fend you the ineffectual acknowledgments of 2 
barren letter ; an exchange more unequal, I con- 
fefs, than that famous one of the * fubtle Diomed. 
But your good-nature will fo much the more rca- 
dily grant this idle epiftle a pardon, as it confefied~ 
ly does not deferve one. Farewel. 

Q_4 


a Thefe birds, of which there are feveral forts, were in 
high reputation among the Romans, and gencrally had a 
place upon all ele t tables. 

> Alluding to the ftory in Hom. Iliad, where Glaucus and 
Diomed having an interview between the two armies, they 
come to the knowledge of the friendfhip and hofpitality which 
had formerly fubfifted between their families; and Diomed 
propofes an exchange of their arms, as a token of reciprocal 
friendfhip : 

Tsux a @ @AANAcIS swaæpsi oper? oPpa mM ones 
Iewosr, OTi, &C. Lib. 6. v. 2 30. 


Naw change we arms, and prove to either bojt, 
Wile guard the friend{bip of the line we beaft, 
Fous having faid. 
bands they join, their mutual faith they plight. 
Brave Glaucus then each narrow thaught refgu’ d, 
f Jove warm’d his bofom and enlarg’d his mind) 
For Diemed’s bra/s arms of mean device, 
For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price) 
He gave bis own of gold divinely wrought ; 
An hundred beewves the [bining purchafe bought. Por 
IO 
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LETTER IlL To ARISTO. 


Moneft the many agreeable and obliging 
inftances I have received af your fricnd- 


fhip, your not concealing from me the long con- 
verfation which lately paffed at your houfe con- 
cerning my verfes, and the various judgments 


pronounced upon them, is by no means the leaft. 
There were fome, it feems, who did not difap- 


prove of my poems, but at the fame time cen- 
fured me ina free and friendly manner, for em- 
ploying myfelf in compofing and reciting them. 

I am fo far, however, from defiring to extenuate 
the charge, that I willingly acknowledge myfelf 
{till more deferving of it; and confefs that I 
fometimes amufe myfelf with writing verfes, and 
verfes too of the gayer kind. I compofe come- 
dies; divert myfelf with pantomimes; read the 
Iyric poets; and enter into the {pirit of the moft 
wanton mufe; in fhort, I am nothing averfe to 
pleafantry, mirth, and gayety ; and, to fum up 
every kind of innocent amufement in one word, 
I ama Man. I am not at all difpleafed that 
thofe who are ignorant that the moft learned the 
wifeft, and the beft of men have amufed th m- 
felves in the fame way, fhould be furprifed at 
me: but thofe who know what noble exam 


ples 
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ples I follow, will allow me, I truft, thus to 
err with thofe whom it is an honour to imitate, 
not only in their moft ferious occupations, 
but lighteft amufements. Is it unbecoming 
me (I will not name any living example, leit I 
fhould feem to flatter) but is it unbecoming me 
to practife what became Tully, Calvus, Pollio, 
Meffala, Hortenfius, Brutus, Sulla, Catulus, 
Scævola, Sulpitius, Varro, the Torquat, Mem- 
mius, Getulicus, Seneca, I Lucceius, and in our 
own memory, Verginius Rufus? But if the ex- 
amples of private men are not fufficient to juftify 
me, I can cite Julius Cafar, Auguftus, Nerva, 
and Titus. I forbear to add Nero to the cata- 
logue; tho’ I am fenfible what is fometimes prac- 
tifed by the worft of men does not therefore de- 
generate into wrong; on the contrary, it {till 
maintains its credit, if frequently countenanced 
by the beft. In that number Virgil, Cornelius 
Nepos, and prior to thefe, Ennius and Accius, 
juftly deferve the moft diftinguifhed place. ‘Thefe 
laft indeed were not fenators; but propriety of con- 
duét knows no diftinétion of rank or title. I recite 
my viwrks, ’tis true, and inthis I am not fure I can 
fupp*prt myfelf by their examples. They, perhaps, 
miaNc be fatisfied with their own judgment; but ï 
have too humble an opinion of mine, to fuppofe 
ny compofitions fufficiently perfect, becaule they 

appear fo to me. My reafons then fore reciung 
are, 
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are, that there is a certain reverence for one’s au- 
dience, which fires the imagination, and excites 2 
more vigorous application; and that I have by 
this means an opportunity of fettling any doubts 
i may have concerning my performance, by ob- 
fervinge the general fentiments of my hearers. 
In a word, I have the advantage of receiving dif- 
ferent hints from different perfons: and tho’ they 
fhould not declare their opinions in expreís 
terms, yet the air of a countenance, the turn of 
a head or eye, the motion of a hand, a whifper, 
or even filence itfelf will eafily diftinguifh their 
real judgment from the language of civility. Ac- 
cordingly, if any one of my audience fhould have 
the curiofity to perufe the fame performance 
which he heard me read, he may find feveral things 
altered or omitted, and perhaps too upon 4s judg- 
ment, tho’ he did not fay a fingle word to me. 
But I am defending my conduét in this particular, 
as if I had actually recited my works in public, 
and not in my own houfe before my friends ; 
numerous appearance of whom, has upon many 
occafions been held an honour, but never fiurely 
a reproach. Farewell. 





























LET- 
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LETTER IV. Zo VALERIANUS. 





HE fact which I am going to mention, 
tho’ in itíelf of no great importance, may 
be attended with very confiderable confequences. 
Sollers, a perfon of Prætorian rank, petitioned 
the fenate for leave to hold a fair upon his eftate. 
Ele was oppofed in this by the deputies from the 
Vicentini, who employed Tufcillinus Nominatrus 
as their counfel. ‘The caufe was adjourned; and 
at the next meeting the deputies appeared unat- 
tended with their counfel, complaining that they 
had been grofsly deceived: an exprefiion, which 
whether it dropped from them in the warmth of 
refentment, or that they really had reafon to think 
fo, I will not determine. Nepos the Pretor afked 
them who it was they had retained? T hey replied, 
the fame perfon who was counfel for them before. 
Being farther afked, whether he then appeared for 
them without any gratuity ? They informed the 
houfe that they had given him * fix thoufand 
fefterces, and afterwards prefented him with a 
fecona fee of one thoufand* denarii. Upon 
which, Nepos moved that Nominatus fhould be 
ordpred ta attend: and this is all that was done 
in the affair that day. But, unlefs I am greatly 
muftaken, 
2 Of Vicenza, a city in the territories of Venice. 


b About 481. of our money. 
€ About 301. of our money. 






































you fhould choofe to gratify it by coming to Rome, 
and had rather fee than read the fequel. Farewel. 











I have loft in him a friend whofe eloquence and 
polite manners I admired, but a guide by whofe 
judgment I was often directed; as indeed he pof- 


feffed a moft penetrating genius, improved and 
quickened by great experience. There are fome 
circumftances attending his death, which aggravate 
> He left behind him a will which had 













by which it happens that his eftate is fallen into the 
hands of thofe who had incurred his difpleafure, 
whilft his greateft favourites are excluded. But 
wirat I parsicularly regret is, that he has left unfingh- 









> work 





n which he was engagtd 





{imple narrative and the hiftorical: and as they were 
very favourably received by the public, he was rhe 
more defirous of being able to complete the reft. 


The hand of death is ever, in my opinion, too fevere 
and too fudden when it falls upon fuch as are 





employed in fome immortal work. The fons of 
fenfuality, who have no views beyond the prefent 


hour, terminate with each day the whole purpofe 
of their exiftence ; but thofe who look forward to 


potterity, and endeavour to trani{mit their names with 
honour to future generations by ufeful labours ;—to 


fuch, death is always immature, as 1t ever {natches 
them from amidft fome unfinifhed defign. Fannius, 


long before his death, had a ftrong prefentiment 
of what has happened: he dreamed one night, 
that as he was in his ftudy with his papers before 
him, Nero came in, and placing himfelf by his 
fide, took up the three firft books of this hiftory ; 
which he read through, and then went away. 
This dream greatly alarmed him, and he looked 
upon it as an intimation, that he fhouldc not carry 
on tunis hiftory any farther than Nero Fad read: 
and fo the event proved. I cannot refleét upon 
this accident without lamenting that he was pre- 


vented from accomplifhing a work, which had 
coft 
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coftt him fo many painful vigils, as it fuggefts 
to me at the fame time the thoughts of my own 
mortality, and the fate of my writings: and I am 
perfuaded the fame refleétion alarms you for thofe 
in which you are at prefent employed. Let us then, 
my friend, while yet we live, exert all our endea- 
vours, that death, whenever it arrives, may find as 


lictle as poffible to deftroy. Farewel. 








LETTER VI. Zo APOLLINARIS. 





HE kind concern you exprefied when you 

heard of my defign to pafs the furmmer at 
my * villa in ‘Tufcany, and your obliging endea- 
vours to diffuade me from going to a place which 
you think unhealthy, is extremely agreeable to me. 








I con- 


a This was Pliny’s principal feat, lying about one hundred 
and fifty miles from Rome, where he ally refided in the 
farmer feafom. “The reader will obferve therefore, that he 
confiders it im a very different manner from that of Laurenti- 
num (his wioter villa) both with refpect to the fituation and 
the houfe itfelf. Chever in his Geography has placed this villa 
a little above F ifernua Tiberixzum, now called Citta di Caftello, 
where our author built a temple at his own expence. ‘This 
has given room to * imagine that, pofibly, there may be yet 
fome remaining traces of this houfe to be difcovered Tuf- 
cany, near a town which the Italians call S¢tintignano, -4n the 
nefghhourhood of Pozte di San Stefans, about ten miles no th of 
an epifcopal city now called Borge di San Sepulchre. If after 
having traverfed this noble villa, the reader fhould be curfous 
to know how Pliny difpofed of his time, when he retired to 
at, he may turn to the 36th lettes of the oth book. 















Plane par Felibien, p- 65- 
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I confefs, indeed, the atmofphere of that part of 
‘Fufcany, which les towards the coaft, is thick and 
unwholfome: but my houfe is fituated at a great 
diftance from the fea, under one of the Appennine 
mountains, which, of all others, is moft efteemed 
for the clearneis of its air. But that you may be 
relieved from all apprehenfions on my account, I 
will give you a defcription of the temperature of 
the climate, the fituation of the country, and 
the beauty of my villa, which I am perfuaded you 
will hear with as much pleafure as I fhall re- 
late. The winters are {evere and cold, fo that 
myrtles, olives, and trees of that kind which de- 
light in conftant warmth, will not fiourifh here ; 
but it produces bay-trees° in great perfection ; 

yet 








> In the original it is Zaurus, which the ingenious Mr. 
Martyn, profefior of botany in Cambridge, has given very 
ftrong reafons for believing is not the fame tree with our 
laurel, but the bzuy-tree. s< Our laurel, (that author ob- 
*< ferves,) was hardly known in Europe tll the latter end 
ce of the 16th century; about which time it feems to have 
‘< been brought from Trebizond to Conftantinople, and from 
s< thence into moft parts of Europe. The laurel has no fine 
<e {mell, which is a property afcribed to the /aurus by Virgil 


<e in the 2d Eclogue : 


F. wos, o lauri, carpam, ct te proxime, myrte, 
Sic pofitÆ, quoniam fuaves mzifcetis odores. 


s A din the 6th A‘ neid ; 


Odoratum auri nemus. 
ee Nor is the laurel remarkable for crackling in the fire, of 


«e which there is abundant mention with regard to the laurus. 
ss “‘Thefe 
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yet fometimes, tho” indeed not oftener than in 
the neighbourhood of Rome, they are killed by 
the feverity of the feafons. The fummers are 
exceedingly temperate, and continually attended 
with refrefhing breezes, which ae feldOm in- 
terrupted by high winds. If you were to come 
here and fee the numbers of old men who have 
lived to be Grand-fathers and Great-grand-fathers, 
and hear the ftories they can entertain you with 
of their anceftors, you would fancy yourfelf barn 
in fome former age. ‘The difpofition of the coun- 
try is the moft beautiful that can be imagined : 
figure to yourfelf an immenfe amphitheatre; 
but fuch as the hand of nature could only form. 
Before you lies a vaft extended plain bounded 
by a range of mountains, whofe fummuits are 
covered with lofty and venerable woods, which 
fupply variety of game: from thence, as the 
mountains decline, they are adorned with under- 
woods. Intermixed with thefe are little hills of fo 
{trong and fat a foil, that it would be difficult 
to find a fingle ftone upon them ; their fertility 
is nothing inferiour to the loweft grounds; and 
tho’ their harveft, indeed, is fomewhart later, their 
crops are as well matured. At the foot of thefe 

hills 


«« Thefe charaéters agree very well with the bay tree, which 
<< feems to be moft certainly the Zaurus of the ancients; and 
«< is at this time frequent in the woods and hedges of Italy.’’” 
Notes upon Georg. 1. v. 306. 
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hill the eye is prefented, wherever it turns, with 
one unbroken view of numberlefs vineyards, which 
are terminated by a border, as it were, of fhrubs. 
From thence you have a profpeét of the adjoin- 
ing fields and meadaws below. ‘The foil of the 
former is fo extremely {ftiff, and upon the firft 
ploughing turns up in fuch vaft clods, that it is 
neceffary to go over it nine feveral times with the 
łargeít oxen and the ftrongeft ploughs, before 
they can be thoroughly broken; whilft the ena- 
meled meadows produce trefoil, and other kinds 
of herbage as fine and tender as if it were but juft 
fprung up, being continually refrefhed by never- 
failing rills. But tho’ the country abounds with 
great pitnty of water, there are no marfhes; for 
as it is a rifing ground, whatever water it re- 
ceives without abforbing, runs off into the Ti- 
ber. ‘This river, which winds thro’ the middle 
of the meadows, is navigable only in the winter 
and fpring, when it tranfports the produce of the 
lands to Rome; but its channel is fo extremely 
low in fummer, that it fcarce deferves the name 
of a river; towards the autumn, however, it be- 
gins again to renew its claim to thattitle You 
could not be more agreeably entertained, than by 
taking a view of the face of this country from the 
top of one of our neighbouring mountains: you 
would fuppofe that not a real, but feme imaginary 

¥ OL. I. R land- 
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landícape painted by the moft exquifite pencil lay 
before you; fuch an harmonious variety of beau- 
tiful objećts meets the eye, which way {oever 
it turns. My villa is fo advantageoufly fituated, 
that it commands a full view of all the coun- 
try round; yet you approach it by fo infen- 
fible a rife, that you find yourfelf upon an emi- 
nence without perceiving you afcended. Behind, 
but at a great diftance, ftand the Apennine 
mountains. In the calmeft days we are re- 
frefhed by the winds that blow from thence, 
but fo fpent, as it were, by the long tract of 
land they travel over, that they are entirely 
divefted of all their ftreneth and violence be- 


fore they reach us. ‘The expofition of the prin- 
cipal front of the houfe is full fouth, and feems 
to invite the afternoon fun in fummer (but 
fomewhat earlier in winter) into a fpacious and 
well-proportioned Portico, confifting of feve- 
ral members, particularly a porch built in the 
ancient manner. In the front of the por- 
tico is a fort of terrace, embellifhed with va- 
rious figures, and bounded with a box hedge, 
from whence you defcend by an eafy flope, 
adorned with the reprefentation of divers ani- 
mals in box aniwering alternately to each other, 


into a lawn overipread with the foft, I had al- 
moif 
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moft faid the liquid + Acanthus: this 1s furround- 
ed by a walk” inclofed with tonfile ever-greens, 
fhaped into a variety of forms. Beyond it is the 
Geftario laid out in the form of a“ circus orna- 
ented n the middie with box cut in number- 
lefs different figures, together with a plantation 
of fhrubs prevented by the fheers from running 
up too high: The whcle 1s fenced-in with a wall 
covered by box, rifing by different ranges to the 
top. On the outfide of the wall lies a meadow 
that owes as many beauties to nature, as all ł 
have been defcribing within does to art; at the 


end of which are feveral other meadows and fields 
R 2 inter- 











a Sir William Temple fuppofes the 4-anthus of the ancients 
to be what we call Pericanthe. Modern + botaniits term it 
garden Jcars-fcot; but Mr. Caftel in his obfervations upon 
this paflage, with more probability, imagines by its character 
here that it refembles mois. See note p. 266. 

b This walk is called in the original 4zbulatio, as what I 
have ventured to tranflate a Terrace, is by Pliny termed Xy/fus. 
The Ambulatio feems to be what we properly call a walk ; the 
Geffatio was a place appropriated to the taking of eXercife in 
their vehicles, and the Xy/usin its original fignification, accord- 
ing to the definition given by Vitruvius, was a large portico 
wherein the athletic exercifes were performed ; tho’ it is plainly 
ufed in this place for an open waik, ornamented much in 
the manner of our old-faihioned parterres; but its being 
raifed above the walks which lay in the front, feems to juí- 
tify its being called a Terrace. 

c The Circus was a place tet apart for the celebration of 
feveral public games, particularly the chariot-race. Its form 
was generally oblong, having a wall quite round with ranges 
of feats for the convenience of {pectatcrs. 





+ See Martyn on Georg. 4» V. I2356 
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interfperfed with thickets. At the extremity af 
this portico ftands a grand dining-room, which 
opens upon one end of the terrace ; as from the 
windows there is a very extenfive profpeét over 
the meadows up into the countiy, from whence 
you alfo have a view of the terrace and fuch parts 
of the houfe which project forward, together with 
the woods inclofing the adjacent * hippodrome. 
Oppofite almoft to the center of the portico ftands 
2n apartment, which encompafies a {mall area, 
fhaded by four plane-trees, in the midít of which 
a fountain rifes, from whence the water run- 
ning over the edges of a marble bafon gently 
refrefhes the furrounding plane-trees and the 
verdure underneath them. ‘This apartment con- 
fits of a bed-chamber fecured from every kind 
of noife, and which the light itfelf cannot 
penetrate ; together with a common dining-room 
which I ufe when I have none but intimate 
friends with me. A fecond portico looks upon 
this little area, and has the fame profpeét with 
the former I juft now defcribed. ‘There is 
befides, another room, which being fituated clofe 
to the neareit plane-tree, enjoys a conftant fhade 
and verdure: it fides are incrufted half way with 
carved marble, and from thence to the ceiling a 


foliage 



































a A part of the garden, fa callcd, See note *, p. 264- 








Book V. OF PLIN Y. 261 


foliage is painted with birds intermixed among 
the branches, which has an effect altogether as 
agreeable as that of the carving; at the bafis of 
which is placed a little fountain, which playing 
thro’ feveral fmall pipes into a vafe, produces a 
moft pleafing murmur. From a corner of this 
portico you enter into a very {pacious chamber 
oppofite to the grand dining-room, which from 
fome of its windows has a view of the terrace, 
and from others of the meadow, as thofe in the 
front look upon a cafcade, which entertains at 
once both the eye and the ear; for the water dafh- 
ing from a great height, foams over the marble 
baf6n, which receives it below. ‘This room 1s 
extremely warm in winter, being much expofed 
to the fun, as in a cloudy day the heat of 
an adjoining ftove very well fupplies his abfence. 
From hence you país thro’ a fpacious and plea- 
fant undreffing room into the cold-bath-room, in 
which is a large gloomy bath: but if you are dif- 
pofed to fwim more at large or in warmer water, 
in the middle of the area is a wide bafon for 
that purpofe, and near it a refervoir from whence 
you may be fupplied with cold water to brace 
yourfelf again, if you fhould, perceive you are 
too much relaxed by the warm. Contiguous to 
the cold-bath is one of a middling degree of heat, 
which enjoys the kindly warmth of the fun, but 
R 3 not 
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not fo intenfely as that of the hor-bath, which 
projects farther. This laft confifts of three feve- 
ral divifions, each af different degrees of heat ; 
the two former lie open to the full fun, the latter, 
tho” not fo much expofed to its heat, receives an 
equal fhare of its light. Over the undreffing- 
room is built the tennis-court, which by means of 
different * circles, admits of different kinds of 
games. Not far from the baths, is the ftair-cafe 
which leads to the inclofed portico, after you have 
firft paffed thro’ three apartments: one of thefe 
looks upon the little area with the four plane- 
trees round it, the other has a fight of the mea- 
dows, and from the third you have a view of 
feveral vineyards; fo that they have as many dif- 
ferent profpects as expofitions. At one end of 
the inclofed portico, and indeed taken off from 
it, is a chamber that looks upon the hippodrome, 
the vineyards, and the mountains; adjoining is a 
room which has a full expofure to the fun, efpe- 
cially in winter: from hence runs an apartment 


























that 


e re Thefe circles were probably no other than particular 
marks made on the floor, the fuccefs of their play depend- 
<< ing on the ball’s lighiing in fuch a circle after it had been 
<e ftruck, which was the adverfaries bufinefs to prevent; and 
<e the many forts of exer-ifes this room was made for, might 
<< be diverfified by lines or eircles on the walls or floor ; like 
<€ the game of tennis, which tho’ it takes up one entire room, 


<e may ferve for feveral games of the like nature.”? Caftel’s 
Remarks on Tufcum, p. 110. 
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that connects the aseeiianee with the houfe-: 
and fuch is the form and afpeét of the front. On 
the fade is an inclofed fummer-portico which ftands 














the middle of this portico you enter a dining- 
room cooled by the wholefome breezes which 
come from the Appennine valleys: from the win- 
dows in the back front, which are extremely 
large, there is 2 profpe& of the vin ‘ds, as 
you have alfo another view of them from the 
folding—doors thro’ the fummer-portico: along 
that fide of this dining-room where there are no 
windows mms a private ftair-cafe for the greater 
conveniency of ferving at entertainments: ag the 
farther end is a chamber from whence the eye is 
entertained with a view of the vineyards, and 


(what is ey agreeable) of the portico. 



























third, which as the day is morz or lefs advanced, 
ferves either for winter or furmmer ufe. It leads 


to two different apartmenis, one containing four 


chambers, the other three ; each enjoying by turns 
R. 4 bork: 
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both fun and fhade. In the front of thefe agree 
able buildings lies a very fpacious hippodrome *, 
entirely open in the middle, by which means the 
eye, upon your firft entrance, takes in its whole 
extent at one view. It is encompafied on every 
fide with plane-trees covered with * ivy, fo that 
while their heads flourifh with their own foliage, 
their bodies enjoy a borrowed verdure; and thus 
the ivy twining round the trunk and branches, 
Ipreads from tree to tree, and connects them 
together. Between each plane-tree are planted 
box-trees, and behind thefe, bay-trees, which 
blend their fhade with that of the planes. 
This plantation, forming a ftreight boundary 
on both fides of the hippodrome, bends at 
the farther end into a femi-circle, which being 
fet round and fheltered with cyprefs-trees, va- 
ries 



















































f The Hisppodromus, in its proper a was a place 

the Grecians, fet apart for horfe-racing and other 
exerciies of that kind. But it feems here to be nothing more 
than a particular walk, to which Pliny perhaps gave that 
name, from its bearing fome refemblance in its form to the 
public places fo called. 
= g < What the Hederæ were, that deferved a place in a gar- 
<< den, (iays Sir William Temple in his Effay on Gardening) 
<< I cannot guefs, unleis they had forts of ivy unknown to 
e<" us.” Bui it does nor feem necefiary to have recourfe to 
that fuppefitioen ; for there are two forts among ys, which are 
very beautifui pi-nts, the one called the filver-ftriped ivy, 
the other the ye:low vert@gated ivy. The farmer, perhaps, 
is the pallextes Heder ze * of Vir z11 ; which epithet fome of the 
critics, not attending to the difrerent kinds of ivy, have in- 
judicioufly changed for palantes. 

= Gceorg- 4 
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ries the profpect, and cafts a deep and more 
gloomy fhade ; while the inward circular walks 
(for there are feveral) enjoying an open expofure, 
are perfumed with rofes, and correct by a very plea- 
fing contraft, the coolnefs of the fhade with the 
warmth of the fun. Having paffed thro’ thefe fe- 
veral winding-alleys, you enter a * ftreight walk, 
which breaks out into a wariety of others, divided 
off by box-hedges. In one place you have a little 
meadow ; in another the box is cut into a thoufand 
different Í forms; fometimes into letters, expreffing 
the name of the mafter; fometimes that of the 
artificer: whilft here and there little obeiifks rre 
intermixed alternately with fruit-trees: when ona 
fudden, in the midft of this elegant regularity, you 
are furprized with an imitation of the negligent 
beauties of rural nature; in the center of which 
jies 
































h Here feems to begin what we properly call the Garden, 
and is the only deícription of a Roman one, which has come 
down to us. Virgil indeed mentions that of his Corycian 
friend’ , but he only gives an account of the plants which that 
contented old man cultivated, without deícribing the form 
in which this little fpot was laid out. 

i Itis very remarkable that this falfe tafte in gardening, fo 
juftly reje@Qed by modern improvements in that agreeable art, 
was introduced among the Romans at a time, when one fhould 
little expeć} to meet with any inelegiinoaies in the polite refine- 
ments of life. Marius, the friend of. ulius Czfar, and peculiar 
favourite of Auguftus, (of whom there is ftill extant a letter to 
Cicero, greatly admired for the beauty of its fentiments and 
expreffion) is faid to have firft taught his countrymen this 
monftrous method of diftarting nature, by cutting trees into 
yceular forms. Columel l. 12. C. 44. 
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lies a {pot furrounded with a knot of dwarf* plane 
trees. Beyond thefe is a walk interfperfed with 


the {mooth and twining ' acanthus, where the trees 
are 











k The plane-tree was much cultivated among the Romans 
upon account of its extraordinary flade, and they ufed 
ta nourifh it with * wine inftead of water, believing (as an 
ingenious author + obferves) << ‘Phis tree loved that liquor, 
se as well as thofe who ufed to drink under its fhade.”’ Virgji 
mentions it as minifirantem—potantibus umbrTas. Georg. 4- if 
was a favourite tree likewife among the Grecians: 


Avlap ELGE YAUNUS VIvOg UTO waAadclava Babvsguvuaaws, 
Kas wayas DsAcosns Tor seqryvOsr ngor axvers. 
Mofch. dyt, 
Give me beneath the plane-tree’s fhade to hie, 

While tinkling fountains fweetly murmur by. 





1 It is probable the Acanthus here mentioned is not (fie fame 
ant with that defcribed above; it is certain at leaft there 
were different forts of them. It feems to be of the kind which 
Virgil fpeaks of in the 4th Georgic : 

Aut flexi tacuifform vimen Acanthi 3 


Whatever that was, which is by no means clear. The inge- 
nious Botanift mentioned before, fuppofes it to be Brazk-urfine, 
and that Dryden was miftaken in tranflating this paffage : 


The winding Trai? 
Of Bears-faot. 


For, fays he, itis by no means a trailing plant. But there is 
reafon, it fhould feem, to believe the contrary ; for itis not 
very probable that Virgil fhould ufe the epithet Flexus in al- 
lufion, as this gentleman imagines, to the ftory of the tile and 
the bafket, which gave the firft hint to the inventor of the Co- 
rinthian capital. It is much more likely and natural that he 
fhould join an epithet to Acanthus, which denoted a certain 
general quality attending it, than any forcign and accidental 
circumftance, efpecially one fo emgremely remote. And this 
conjeGture feems to be ftrongly fupported by Pliny’s calling 
jt Plexuofus. | 
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are alfo cut into a variety of names and fhapes. 
At the upper end is an alcove of white marble, 
fhaded with vines, fupported by four fmall Cary- 
ftian ™ pillars. From this bench the water gufhing, 
thro’ feveral “ittle pipes, as if it were prefied out 
by the weight of the perfons wlio repofe them- 
felves upon it, falls into a ftone ciftern under- 
neath, from whence it is received into a fine po- 
iifhed marble bafon, fo artfully contrived, that it 
is always full without ever overflowing. When I 
fup here, this bafon ferves for a table, the larger 
fort of difhes being placed round the margin, 
while the fmaller ones fwim about in the form of 
little veffels and water-fowl. Correfponding to 
this, is a fountain which is incefflantly emptying 
and filling; for the water which it throws up a 
great height, falling back again into it, 1s by 
means of two openings returned as faft as it is re- 
ceived. Fronting the alcove (and which refieéts 
as great an ornament to it, as it borrows from it} 
{ftands a fummer-houfe of exquifite marble, the doors 
whereof project and open into a green inclofure ; as 
from its upper and lower windows the eye is 

pre- 




























m This marble came from Caryftts (now called Carifto} in 
Fubcea, an iiland in the Archipeliggas which has fince changed 
its name inta Negropente. Fraen hence likewife, it is faid, 
the Romans fetched that famous ftone out of which they 
{pun a fort of incombuftible cloth, wherein they wrapped the 
bodies of their dead, and thereby preferved their athes dif- 
tinét and unmixed with r&cfe of the funeral pile. 
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prefented with a variety of different verdures. 
Next to this is a little private clofet (which tho’ 
it feems diftinét, may be laid into the fame room) 
furnifhed with a couch ; and notwithftandins it 
has windows on every fide, yet it enjoys a very 
agreeable gloominefs, by means of a fpreading 
wine which climbs to the top, and entirely over- 
fhades it. Mere you may lie and fancy yourfelf 
tm a wood, with this difference only, that you 
are not expofed to the weather; in this place a 
fountain alfo rifes and inftantly difappears: in 
different quarters are difpofed feveral marble-feats, 
which ferve no lefs than the fummer-houfe, as fo 
many reliefs after one is wearied with walking. 
Wear each feat is a little fountain ; and through- 
out the whole hippodrome feveral {mall rills run 
murmuring along, wherefoever the hand of art 
thought proper to conduét them, watering here 
and there different fpots of verdure, and in their 
progrefs refrefhing the whole. 

And now, I fhould not have hazarded the impu- 
tation of being too minute łn this detail, if 1 had 
not propefed to lead you into every corner of my 
houfe and gardens. You will hardly, I imagine, 
think it a trouble to read the defcription of a place, 
which I am perfuadeid wouid pleafe you were you 
to fee it; efpecially as yaw have it in your power 
to ftop, and by throwing afide my letter, fit down 

as 
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as it were, and reft yourfelf as often as you think 
proper. I had at the fame time a view to my own 
gratification: as I confefs I have a very great 
affection for this villa, which was chiefly built 
or finifhed by myfelf. In a word (for why fhould 
I conceal from my friend my fentiments whether 
right or wrong?) I look upon it as the firft 
duty of every writer frequently to throw his eyes 
upon his title-page, and to confider well the fub- 
ject he has propofed to himfelf; and he may be 
affured if he clofely purfues his object he cannot 
zuftly be thought tedious ; but on the contrary, if 
he fuffers himfelf to be carried off from it, he will 
emoft certainly incur that cenfure. Homer, you 
know, has employed many verfes in the defcrip— 
tion of the arms of Achilles, as Virgil alfo has in 
thofe of Æneas; yet neither of them are prolix, 
becaufe they both keep within the limits of their 
Original defign. Aratus, you fee, is not efteemed too 
circumftantial, tho” he traces and enumerates the 
minuteft ftars: for he does not go out of his way 
for that purpofe, he only follows where his fub- 
ject leads him. In the fame manner (to com- 
pare {mall things with great) if endeavouring to 
give you an idea of my houfe, I have not de- 
viated into any thing fore zn to the purpofe, it 
is not my letter which defcribes, but my villa 
which is def{cribed, tnat is to be deemed large. 


But 
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But not to dwell any longer upon this digreffion, 
left I fhould myfelf be condemned by the maxim 
I have juft laid down; I have now informed 
you why I prefer my Tufcan villa, to thofe which 
{ poffefs at " T ufículum, ° Tiber, and ” Prznette 
Befides the advantages already mentioned, I here 
enjoy a more profound retirement, as I am ata 
farther diftance from the bufinefs of the town, and 
the interruption of troublefome avocations. All is 
calm and compofed ; which contributes, no lefs 
than its clear air and unclouded fky, to that health 
of body and chearfulnefs of mind which I parti- 
cularly enjoy here: both of which I keep in pro- 
per exercife by ftudy and hunting. And indeed 
there is no place which agrees better with all my 
family in general; I am fure, at leaft, I have not 
yet loft one (and I fpeak it with the fentiments I 
ought) of all thefe I brought with me hither: 
miay the gods continue that happinefs to me, and 
that honour to my villa! Farewel. 
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n Now called Frafcati, ° Tivoli, P and Paleftrina, all of 
them fituated in the Cav:pagna di Roma, and at no great dif- 
tance from Rome. 
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LETTER VII. Zo CALVISIUS. 





T is certain that the law does not allow a cor- 

porate city to inherit any eftate by will, or to 
receive a legacy. Saturninus however, who has 
appointed me his heir, had left a fourth part of 
his eftate to our corporation of Comum; which 
devife he afterwards changed into an abfolute le- 
gacy of 400,000 ` fefterces. “This bequeft, in 2 
legal view, is undoubtedly void; but confidered 
as the clear and exprefs will of the dead, ought 
to ftand firm and valid; a confideration in my 
opinion (tho? I am afraid the lawyers will not be 
pleafed with what I fay) of higher regard than 
any law whatfoever, efpecially when the intereft 
of one’s native province is concerned. It would be 
extremely inconfiftent in me, who made them a 
prefent of eleven hundred thoufand © fefterces out 
of my own patrimony, to with-hold a benefaction 
from them of little more than a third part of that 
fum, our of an eftate which is entirely adventiti- 
ous. “You, who like a true citizen have the fame 
affeétion for this our common municipal town, 
will join with me, I dare fay, in thefe fentiments. 
I with therefore you would, at the next affem- 
bly of the Decurii, acquaint hem, in a refpect- 
ful 
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ful manner, how the law ftands in this cafe, and 
at the fame time inform them that I fhall not 
take advantage of it, but will pay them the 
400,000 fefterces according to the direćtions in 
the will of Saturninus. “You will reprefeént this 
donation as bis prefent and bis liberality ; I only 
claim the merit of complying with his requeft. I 
forbear writing to their fenate concerning this affair, 
fully relying upon your friendfhip and prudence, 
and being affured that you are both able and 
willing to aét for me upon this occafion as I would 
for myfelf; befides, I am afraid I fhould not feem 
to have fo cautioufly guarded my expreffions in a 
letter, as you will be able to do in a {peech. 
The countenance, the gefture, and even the 
tone of voice governs and determines the fenfe 
of the fpeaker; whereas a letter being deftitrute 
of thefe advantages, is more liable to the malig- 
nant conftruétion of thofe who are inclined to 
mifinterpret its meaning. Farewel. 

















LETTER YIII. To CAPITO. 


O U are not fingular in the advice you give 
me to und żtíke the writing of hiftory: it 
ts a work that has been frequently preficd upon 
me by feveral others of my friends, and in whicis I 
huve 
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have fome thoughts of engaging. Not becaufe I 
have any confidence of fucceeding in this ways 
(it would be prefuming upon the event of an ex- 
periment which I have never yet made) but be- 
caufe it is a noble employment to refcue from 
oblivion thofe who deferve to be eternally remem- 
bered, and by extending the reputation of others, 
to advance at the fame time our own. Nothing, I 
confefs, fo ftrongly ftimulates my breaft as the de- 
fire of acquiring a lafting name: a paffion highly 
worthy of the human heart, efpecially of his, who 
not being confcious of any ill, is not afraid of being 
known to pofterity. It is the continual fubjeét 
therefor= 2f my thoughts, 











By what fair deed I too a name may raife > 


for to that I moderate my wifhes; the reft, 





Jind gather round the world immortal pratfe, 
is much beyond my hopes: 


> Tbo yet— However the firft is fufficient, and 


the writing of Hiiftory is perhaps the only means 
that 


2 Virgil Georg. 1. fub. init. 

b Partof a verfe from the fifth Æneid, where Meneftheus, 
ge of the competitors in the naval games, who was. in fome 
danger of being dilftanced, exhorts his men to exert their ut- 
moít vigour to prevent fuch a difgrace. The reader, perhaps, 
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that can affure it to me. Oratory and Poetry 
unlefs carried to the higheft perfection, are ta- 
lents of fmall recommendation; but Hiftory, in 
whatever manner executed, is always entertaining- 
Mankind are naturally inquifitive, and fo fond 
of having this turn gratified, that they will liften 
with attention to the plaineft matter of fact, 
and the moft common tale. But, befides, I 
have an example in my own family that inclines 
me to engage in a work of this kind; my uncle 
and adoptive father ©‘ having acquired great repu- 
tation as a very accurate hiftorian : and the philo- 
fophers, you know, recommend it to us to tread 
in the fteps of our anceftors, when they have 
led the way to us in the right path. If you 
afk me then, why do I not immediately enter 
upon the tafk ? My reafon is this; I have plead- 


ed fome very important caufes, and (tho’ I 
am 
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will not be difpleafed to fee the whole pafflage, as it is excel- 

lently tranflated by Mr. Pitt; which I am the more inclined 

to tranfcribe, not only as it will fhew the propriety of my 

author’s application of the verfe; but as I am glad of any 

oppor of quoting from a port whofe tranflation of the 
neid does honour to the Englifh language. 





New, now, my frz ls, your utmofi peter dijplass 

Rife to yeur oars d fwecp the wat’ry atap < 

Tho? yet-—Sut ab ! let thcfe the palm cbhtain, 

Thcfe «whem thy favours crown, great monarek of br main I 
But to return the lags of all the day, 

OLS avipe, my friends, thay framcful ftain aava; 


e See Book 3. Let. ç. 
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am not extremely fanguine in my hopes concern- 
ing them) I have determined to rewife my fpeeches, 
left for want of this remaining labour, all the pains 
they coft me fhould be thrown away, and they 
with their author be buried in oblivion: for with 
refpeét to pofterity, the work that was never 
finifhed, might as well have never been begun. 
You will think, perhaps, I might correét my plead- 
ings and write a hiftory at the fame time: I wifh 
indeed, I were capable, but they are each fuch 
great undertakings, that either of them feparate 
is abundantly fufficient for my powers. I was 
but nineteen when I firft appeared at the bar; 
and yet it is only now at laft I underftand (and 
that in truth but imperfectlv) what is effential 
to conftitute a complete orator. How then {hall I 
be able to fupport the joint-weight of an additi- 
onal burthen 2? It is true, hiftory and oratory 
have in many points a general refemblance; yet 
in thofe very articles in which they feem to 
agree, there are feveral circumftances wherein 
they differ. Narration is common to them both ; 
but narration of a diftinét kind. The former con- 
tents itfelf frequently with common and familiar. 
facts ; the latter requires {plend!id. elevated and 
extraordinary events: ftrength and finews are fuf- 
Gicient in far, but beauty and ornament are efien- 
Wal to this: the excellency of the ove confiits in a 

S5 2 {trong, 
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ftrong, fevere and clofe ftile ; of the cther, in a dif- 
fufive, owing, and harmonious diction: in fhort, 
the words, the emphafis, and whole turn and {ftruc- 
ture cf the refpective periods are extremely differ- 
ent in thefe two arts. For, as Thucydides obferves, 
there is a wide diftance between compofitious which 
are calculated for a prefent purpofe, and thofe which 
are defigned to remain as lafting monuments to pol- 
terity ; by the firft of which expreffions he alludes 
to Oratory, and by the other to Hiftory. For thefe 
reafons I am not inclined to blend together two 
performances of fuch diftinét natures, which, as 
they are each of the higheft rank, neceffarily there- 
fore require an undivided attention; left, confound- 
ed by a crowd of incongruous ideas, I fhould intro- 
duce into the one what is only fuitable to the 
other. ‘Therefore, (to fpeak in the language of 
our bar) I muit Jeg leave that the caufe may 
be adjourned. In the mean while, I refer it to 
your confideration from what period I fhall com- 
mence my hiftory. Shall I take it up from thofe 
remote ages which have been treated of already 
by others? In this way, indeed, the materials 
will be ready prepared to my hands, but the col- 
lating of the feveral hiftorians will be a work 
of great labour or, fhall I treat only of the 
prefent times, and in which no offer author 
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has gone before me ? If fo, I may probably 
give offence to many, and pleafe but few. For, 
in an age fo over run with vice, you will find in- 
finitely more to condemn than approve; yet your 
praife, tho’ ever fo lavifh, will be deemed too 
referved; and your cenfure, tho’ ever fo cautious, 


too fevere. However, this does not at all dif- 
courage me; for I want not refolution to bear 
teftimony to truth. I expect then, that you 


prepare the way which you have pointed out to 
me, and determine what fubject I fhall fix upon 
for my hiftory; that when I fhall be ready to enter 
upon the tafk you have affigned me, I may not be 
delayed by fome new difficulty. Farewel. 











LETTER IX. Fo SATURNINUS. 


OUR letter made very different impref- 

fions upon me, as it brought me news 
which I both rejoiced and grieved to receive. It 
gave me pleafure when it informed me you were 
detained in Rome; and tho” you will tell me 
that circumftance affords you none, yet I can- 
mot but reioice at it, fince you affure me you 
continue there upon my account, and defer the 
recital of your work till my return: for which 
i am greatly obliged to you. Bue I was much 
concerned at that article of your letter which men- 
Ss 3 tioned 
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tioned the dangerous illncfs of Julius Valens; 
tho’ indeed, with refpcét ro himfelf it ought to 
affect me with other fentiments, as it cannot but 
be for his advantage the fooner he is refieved by 
death from a diftemper, of which there is no 
hope he can ever be cured. But what you add 
concerning Avitus, who died in his return from 
the province where he had been Quæftor, is 
an accident too juftly demanding our forrow. 
His dying on board a fhip, at a diftance from his 
brother whom he tenderly loved, and from his 
mother and fifters ; are circumftances, which tho’ 
they cannot affeét him now, yet undoubtedly em- 
bittered his laft moments, and aggravate the af- 
fiiction of thofe friends he has left behind. How 
{evere is the reflection, that a youth of his well- 
formed difpofition fhould be extinét in the prime 
of life, and fnatched from thofe high honours to 
which his virtues, had they been permitted to 
grow to their full maturity, would certainly have 
raifed him! How did his bofom glow with the 
love of the fine arts! How many books has he 
perufed ! How many volumes has he tranfcribed ! 
but the fruits of his labours are now perifhed with 
himfelf, and for ever loft to pofterity.— Yet why 
indulge my jorrew ? a paffion whith, if not re- 
{ftrained, alwsys magnifies the flighteft circum 

ftances,.and finds additional caufes to aggravate our 





























grief, 
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erief. I will put an end therefore to my letter, that 
I may to the tears which yours has drawn from 
ine. Farewel. 





LETTER X. Zo ANTONINUS. 


AM never more fenfible of the fuperior ex- 
cellency of your verfes, than when I endeavour 
tO imitate them. As the hand of the painter muft 
always fail, when perfect beauty fits for the pic- 
ture; fo I labour to catch the graces of my original, 
but {till fall {hort of them. et me conjure you 
then to continue to fupply us with many more 
fuch excellent models, which every man muft wifh 
to imitate, but few, perhaps none, will be able to 
equal. Farewel. 








LETTER AL Zo TRANQUILLES. 





T istime you fhould acquit the promife my 
verfes gave to our common friends, of your 
works. The world is every day impatiently en- 
guiring dfter them, and there is fome danger of 
your being fummoned in form to give an account 
of your delay. I am myícIf a good deal back- 
ward in publifhing, but you are ftill flower. 
You muft haften your hand, however, other- 
wile the feverity of my fatire may perhaps extort 
from you, what the blandifhments of my fofter 
S 4 mule 
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mufe could not obtain. Your work is already 
arrived to that degree of perfeétion, that the file 
can only weaken, not polifh it. Allow me then 
the pleafure of feeing your name in the title-page 
of a book, and fuffer the works of my dear Tran- 
quillus to be recited and tranfcribed, to be bought 
and read. It is but fair, and agreeable to our mu- 
tuai fricndfhip, that you fhould give me in return 
the fame pleafure you receive from me. Farewel. 








LETTER Mil. Fo PABATUS *. 


OUR letter informs me that you have 
erected a noble” public portico, as a me- 
morial of yourfeif and your íon, and that the next 
day after the ceremony of opening it, you en- 
gaged to repair and beautify the gates of our city 
at your own charge: thus it is that you rife from 





onc 


2 Grand-father to Calphurnia, Pliny’s wife. 


b Thefe porticos, which were carried to an extreme degree 
of magnificence, ferved for various ufes; fometimes for the 
affembly of the fenate, fometimes for ftands of the moft curi- 
ous merchandize. But the general ufe they were pvt to was, 
the pleafure of walking in them; like the prefent piazzas in 
{taiv [ Fabric. Defcript. Rom. c. 13.] Here likewife works of 
genius were publicly wcited, and the philofophers held their 
difputations. The famous Peecile Portico, or picture gallery 
at Athens, muft bove affgtded the nobleft {cene of this kind 
imaginable ta a fo ofthe imitative arts; Polygnotus,! æ- 
nus, and ait the greaf’ mafters of that elegant age, having 
contributed to embeiliih it with the fineft productions of their 
pencils. Vid. Meurfii. Ath. At. L 1. c. 5. 
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one act of munificence to another! I take part, 
Believe me, in every thing that concerns your glo- 
ry ; which, from the alliance that fubfifts between 
us, in {ome degree redounds to mine; and am 
pleafed to fee the memory of my father-in-law 
delivered down to pofterity by fuch beautiful 
ftruétures. I rejoice too, at the honour which 
by this means ariies to our native province: and as 
every thing that tends to her advantage is highly 
agreeable to me, by what hand foever it may be 
conferred ; fo particularly when it is by yours. I 
have only to wifh that heaven would continue 
to cherifh in you this generous {fpirit, and grant 
you many years ın which to exert it: for, your 
bounty, I am well perfuaded, will not terminate 
here, but extend itfelf to farther aćts of munificence. 
Generofity, when once fhe is fet forward, knows 
not howto ftop; and the more familiar we are with 
the lovely form, the more enamoured we become 
of her charms. Farewel. 








LETTER XIII. Zo SCAURUS. 


Hy Ave thoughts of pubifhing a little fpeech 
which I have compofed, I invited fome of 
my frionds whofe judgments ï ref ct, to attend 
the recital; and that I might more fecure of 

hearing 
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hearing the truth of their fentiments, I felected 
only a fmall number. I have a double view in 
thefe rehearfals; the farft is, that the folicitude of 
being approved by the audience may warm my 
imagination ; the next, that thofe errors which par- 
tiality to myfelf concealed from my own obferva- 
tion, may be pointed out to me. I fucceeded in 
my defign, and my friends obliged me with 
their fincere opinions; as I likewife difcovered tn 
my turn fome pafiages which required correction. I 
fend you the piece therefore as it 1s now aitered. 
Fhe occafion of my compofing it will appear from 
the title, and for the reft I refer you to the fpecch ; 
which I hope you will perufe fo carefully, as 
not to ftandin need ofa preface. I intreat you to 
tell me fancerely your fentiments of the whole, 
and of its feveral parts: I fhall be more difpofed 
to fupprefs or publifh it, as your judgment fhall 
incline either way. Farewel. 























LETT ERR.AIV. 





To VALERIANUS. 


O U defire me to inform you (agreeably * to 

my promife) what fuccefs attended Nepos 
in his accufatig of Tutcillinus Nominatus. The 
latter being brougmt before the fenate, pleaded his 


own 
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own caufe, tho’ indeed no perfon appeared to fup- 
port the accufation. On the contrary, the deputies 
from the Vicentini were fo far from attempting to 
prove their charge, that they favoured his defence, 
The fum of what he urged in his own behalf was 5 
< That it was his courage and not his integrity 
<< had failed him; that he fet out with a defign 
< of pleading the caufe, and actually came in- 
< ro the fenate for that purpofe, but being dif- 
< couraged by his friends, he withdrew ; that they 
<< diffuaded him from perfifting to oppofe (efpe- 
<< cially in the fenate) the inclinations of a 
«< fenator, who did not contend fo much for 
<< the fair itfelf, as for his own credit and cha- 
<< raéter, which he looked upon as concerned in 
«c this caufe; that if he fhould not defift, he would 
<< fuffer greater indignities than in his former 
<< pleading.” (And there were fome, tho” indeed 
but a few, who expreffed high indignation at his 
fpeech.) He proceeded to implore the clemency 
of the fenate with tears in his eyes; prudently 
endeavouring throughout his whole fpeech (as he 
is a man extremely well verfed in the arts of ora- 
tory) to appear rather to fue far pardon than for juí- 
tice. Afranius Dexter, the conful eleét, moved for 
acquitting him: and the ptrpon of his fpeech 

was 

















2 See letter the 4th of this book. 





THE LETTERS Book V» 


was to this effeét; “ That Nominatus would 
< have aéted more prudently if he had gone 
«c thro’ the caufe of the Vicentini with the fame 
<< yefolution he began ic: however, fince it did 
<< not appear he had been guilty of this neglect 
<< with any fraudulent defign, and that he had not 
been conviéted of any thing which merited 
«< public animadverfion, it was his opinion he 
ought to be acquitted, but that he fhould re- 
«c turn to the Vicentini whatever gratuity he had 
« received from them.” ‘This motion was ap- 
proved by the whole fenate except F lavius Aper : 
his opinion was, that he fhould be fufpended from 
exercifing the profeffion of an advocate during five 
years : and tho’ he could not bring over to his fen- 
timents any member, he obftinately perfifted in them. 
He even obliged Dexter, who {poke firft on the op- 
pofite fide, to take an oath that he really thought the 
mation 2 he had made was for the benefit of the re- 
public ; agreeably to a law which he produced con- 
cerning the affembling of the fenate ”. But this, not- 
withftanding it was certainly legal was oppofed by 
fome, who thought it a refle&tion upon Dexter, as if 

he 


234 
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a Dexter. 


bd The law alluded to 13 mat now to be found intire in any 
Roman writer, appears from certain f{cattercd poflages, 
in different antient uuthors, to have contained, among othe 
dire&tions, the article mentioned in the text. 
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he had been unduly influenced in his opinion. But 
before the votes of the houfe were colleéted, Nigri- 
nus, a tribune of the people, read a very elegant and 
fenfible remonitrance, wherein he ftrongly com- 
plained that the profeffion of the law was become 
venal, and that the advocates took money, even to 
betray the caufe of their clients ; that they made a 
fhameful trade of their funétion; and that inftead 
of honour, which was formerly their only reward, 
they now lived upon the fpoils of their fellow- 
citizens, from whom they received large and an- 
nual ftipends. He gave the fenate a fummary ac- 
count of the laws which had been made upon 
this fubjeét, and reminded them likewife of their 
own decrees to the fame purpofe: he conclu- 
ded with obferving, that fince both the- autho- 
rity of the laws and of the fenate had been con- 
temned, it was highly neceffary to addrefs the em- 
peror that he would be pleafed himfelf to inter- 
pofe, and provide fome remedy to fo great an evil. 
Accordingly a few days after, an edict was pub- 
lifhed, drawn up with a proper mixture of mild- 
nefs and feverity: for which ï refer you to the 
journals of the public ®. I cannot but congratu- 
late myfelf upon this occafion, fhat in all the 
caufes in which I have been conterned, I never 

made 








b See B. 7. let. 33- TUte ©. 
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made any bargain, or received any fee, reward, or 
even prefent whatfoever. One ought, no doubt, 
to avoid whatever is mean and unworthy, not {fo 
much becaufe it is illegal, as becaufe it is difho- 
nourable. But ftill there is great fatisfaction in find- 
ing the legiflature levelling its prohibitions againit 
a pradtice, which one never fuffered one’s felf to 
follow. The glory of my conduct may, or rather 
indeed moft certainly will, be confiderably eclipfed, 
when this reftraint fhall univerfally prevail by 
compulfion, which I always laid upon myfelf by 
choice. In the mean time, however, I enjoy the 
pleafure of my friends jefts, while fome tell me I 
certainly forefaw this ediét; and others, that it 
was particularly levelled againft my avarice and 
rapine. Farewel. 





























LETTER XV. To PONTIUS. 


WAS at Comum when I heard that Cornutus 
Tertullus had accepted the furveyorfhip of the 


7ZEmilian way. This news was inexpreffibly agreea- 
ble 











2 This war an ofiice of gresc dignity among the Romans, 
and ufually confc:red n thofe who had been confuls. 
Thus Czfar is mentrozed by Plutarch as furveyor of the Appian 
way. Thefe roads to a great diftance from the city 
on all fides, tho nob noble of wh: was the Appian, ccm punrd 
to reach three hundred and fifty miles. Mr. Wright in his 
travels {peaking of this road, obferves, that <° tho’ it be much 
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ble to me, both upon his account and my own: 
upon his, becaufe tho” ambition fhould be (as it 
Certainly is) far removed from his heart, yet it can- 
mot but be acceptable to him to receive {o great 
an honour without feeking it; upon mine, becaufe 
it heightens the fatisfaétion which refults from my 
own office, to fee a man of fo diftinguifhed a cha- 
racter as Cornutus appointed to one of the fame” 
nature : for, to be placed in the fame rank with 
the worthy, is a fatisfachon equal to. being raifed 
to the higheft dignites. And where indeed is 
the man who exceeds Cornutus in merit and vir- 
tue? Or whofe conduédt is a more exprefs model 
of ancient manners? In faying this I do not found 
my judgment upon fame ; which however, with great 
juftice, fpeaks of him in the higheft terms; but 
upon long and repeated experience. We have 
ever been joined in the fame friendfihips with the 
moft fhining characters of both fexes, which this 
age has produced : an union that ftrongly cemented 
our mutual amity. ‘To thefe private ties were 
added thofe of a more public nature: he was, you 

















































know, 

<< broken in feveral places, and r ave®ling over at very bad, in 
others it is wonderfully well pref. s rsewvithftanding it 

<< be computéd near two thoufand year "They are paved 
«<< with fuch hard ftones, that thcsy her polifh than 
“© we , and fo well joined, that in {fome the whole 





<c breadth of the way feems one intire fiece.”’ 


b It appears by fome ancient infcriptions ftll semaining, 
that Pliny was furveyor of the river Tiber and its banks; to 
which office it is probable he here alludes. 
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know, my collegue in the treafury, as well as in the 
confulfhip : and in both inftances I could not have 
acted with a man more agreeable to my wifhes. 
‘Thefe were opportunities of gaining a thorough 
knowledge of his uncommon virtues: I followed 
him therefore as a guide, and revered him as 
a parent, not {ío much upon account of his 
age as his merit. Accordingly, I rejoice no lefs 
for my own fake than for his, and upon a public 
as well as a private confideration; fince virtue 
is no longer, as formerly °, expofed to the moft 
cruel dangers, but advanced to the nobleft dig- 
nities. But if I were to indulge the joyous fen- 
timents I feel upon this occafion, I fhould ne- 
ver have finifhed my letter. Let me turn then 
to an account of what I was doing when your 
meffenger arrived. Hie found me with my wife’s 
grandfather and aunt, together with feveral other 
friends, whofe company I had not enjoyed for 
a confiderable time: I was traverfing my grounds, 
hearing the complaints of the farmers, running 
over their tedious accounts, and had before me 
papers and ietrs far different from thofe to 
which my in inatien zariy devoted me; in a 
word, I was preparita to return to Rome. For 
I have obta ~ed ut a fhort leave of abfence;: 
and indeed the news of this office beina con- 
ferred on Cornutus, rermiinds me to haften to 

















Alluding to the times o Nero and Domitian. 





the duties of my own. I hope your favourite 
Campania will refign you about the fame time; fo 
that when I return to Rome, not a day may be 
loft to our friendly intercourfe. Farewel. 





LETTER XVI. Zo MARCELLINUS. 





Write this to you under the deepeft forrow = 
the youngeft daughter of my friend Fundanus 
is dead! Never furely was there a more agreeable 
and more amiable young perfon, or one who 
better deferved to have enjoyed a long, I had 
almoft faid, an immortal life! She was {fcarcely 
fourteen, and yet united the wifdom of age and 
difcretion of a matron, with the fprightlinefs of 
youth, and fweetnefs of virgin modefty. With what 
an engaging fondnefs did fhe behave to her father ! 
How kindly and refpeétfully receive his friends! 
How affectionately treat all thofe who, in their re- 
fpective offices, had the care of her education ł 
She employed much of her time in reading, in 
which fhe difcovered great ftremgth of judgment 5 
fhe indulged herfelf in fow diverfsns and entered 
even into thofe with fingular cautiyr and referve. 
With what forbearance, with patience, with 
what feortimsde did fhe ex:dure %- laft illnefs! 
She complied with all thie directions or her phy- 
Von. l- IT facians $ 
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ficians ; encouraged the hopes of her fifter, and 
her father; and when her ftrength was totally ex- 
haufted, fupported her own fpirits by the fole vigour 
of her mind. The vigour of her mind indeed, conti- 
nued even to her lat moments, unbroken by the 
pain of a long illnefs, or the terrors of appraach- 
ing death: a refleétion which renders the lofs of 
her fo much the more to be lamented. It isa lofs 
infinitely indeed fevere ! and aggravated by the par 
tacular conjuncture in which it happened: She was 
contraGted to a moft worthy youth; the wedding 
day was fixed, and we were all invited. Efow fad 
a change from the higheft joy, to the deepeft 
forrow! How fhall I exprefs the wound that 
pierced my heart, when I heard Fundanus him- 
felf (as grief is ever fond of dwelling upon every 
circumftance to increafe the affliction) ordering the 
money he had defigned to lay out upon cloaths and 
jewels for her marriage, to be employed in myrrh 
and fpices for her funeral? He is a man of great 
good fenfe and erudition, having apphed himfelf, 
from his earlieft youth, to the nobleft and mofit 
elevated ftudies; but aH the maxims of fortitude 
and philofoph hich he tras derived from books, 
or has often ulcared himfelf, he now abfolutely 
rejects; and Mrmer virtue of his heart 
gives place to paternal tendernefs. You will ex- 
cufe, you will even approv his forrow, when you 
confider what a lofs he has fuftained! He has loft 

a daughter 
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a daughter who refemibled him in his manners, as 
well as his perfon, and exactly copied out all her 
father. If you fhould think proper to write to him 
upon the fubjeét of fo reafonable a grief, let me 
remind you not to urge the rougher arguments of 
confolation, and fuch as feem to carry a fort of 
reproof with them, but to ufe thofe only of gentle 
and fympathizing humanity. Time will render 
him more open to the dictates of reafon: for, as 
a frefh wound fhrinks back from the hand of the 
furceon, but by degrees fubmits to, and even 
requires the means of its cure; fo a mind under 
the firft impreffion of a misfortune fhuns and re- 
jects all the perfuafions of reafon, but at length, 
if applied with tendernefs, calmly and willingly 
refigns itfelf to confolation. Farewel. 


LETTER AVII. Zo SPURINNA. 





Nowing, as I do, how much you admire 

the polite arts, and what fatisfaction you 
take in feeing young men of quality purfue the 
iteps of their ancefiors, L feize thr exrlelit oppar- 
tunity of informing you, har I w pn» to-day to 
hear Calpurnius Pifo read a learned nd fpirited 
poem he has compofed, entitled tie 4rts of Love. 
Fis suimbers, which were elepiac, were tender, 
iweet, and flowing, at the fame time that they 
T2 occafionally 
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occafionally rofe into all the fublimity of diétron 
which the nature of his fubjeét required. He varied 
his {tile from the lofty to the fimple, from the clofe 
to the copious, from the grave to the florid, with 
equal genius and judgment. Thefe beauties were 
extremely heightened and recommended by a moft 
harmonious voice; which a very becoming mo- 
defty rendered ftill more pleafing. A confufion and 
concern in the countenance of a fpeaker throws a 
grace upon all he utters; for, there is a certain de- 
cent timidity which, I know not how, is infinite- 
ly more engaging than the affured and felf-fuffi- 
cient air of confidence. I might mention feve- 
ral other circumftances to his advantage, which I 
am the more inclined to point out, as they are 
extremely ftriking in a perfon of his age, and moft 
uncommon in a youth of his quality : but not to 
enter into a farther detail of his merit, I will only 
add, that when he had finifhed his poem, I 
embraced him with the utmoft complacency; and 
being perfuaded that nothing 1s a greater encou- 
ragement than applaufe, I exhorted him to perfe- 
vere in the paina he had entered, and to fhine out 
to potterity the fame glorious luftre, which 
was refiecéte.' -1pon him from his anceftors. I con- 
gratulated nt mother, and particularly his 
brother, who gained as much honour by the generous 
affection he difcovered uppn this occafion as Calpur- 

nius 
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nius did by his eloquence ; fo remarkable a folici- 
tude he fhowed for him when he began to recite 
his poem, and fo much pleafure in his fuccefs. 
May the gods grant me frequently to have ıt 
in my power to fend you accounts of this nature! 
for I have a partiality to the age in which I hve, 
and fhould rejoice to find it not barren of merit. 
I ardently wifh, therefore, our young men of qua- 
lity would have fomething elfe to fhew of honour- 
able regard in their houfes than the * images of their 
anceftors. As for thofe which are placed in the houfe 
of thefe excellent youths, I now figure them to niy- 
felf as filently applauding and encouraging their 
purfuits, and (what is a fufficient glory to both the 
Brothers) as recognizing their kindred. Farewel. 








LETTER XVIIL So MACER, 


LL is well with me, fince it 1s fo with you. 

You are happy, I find, in the company of 
your wife and fon; and are enjoying the pleafures 
of the fea, the frefhnefs of the fountains, the ver- 
dure of the fields, ana rhe elegances of a moft 
= 2 acreeable 





2 None had the right cf ufing family tures or ftatues, 
> ha 


but tholfe wkste anceitors or themieliy d borne fome of 





the higheit dignities. So tkat the jus tmaginiz was much 
the fame thing among the Romans, as the right of bearing 
a coat of arins among us. Ken. antiq. 
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agreeable villa: for fo I judge it to be, fince®* 
He who was perfectly happy ere fortune had raifed 
him to what is generally efteemed the higheft point 
of human felicity, chofe it for the place of his re- 
trement. As for myfelf, I am employed at my 
‘Tufcan villa in hunting and ftudying, fometimes 
alternately, and fometimes both together”; but I 
am not yet able to determine in which of thofe 
purfuits it is moft difficult to fucceed. Farewel, 











LETTER XIX. Jo PAULINUS. 


S I know the humanity with which you treat 

your own fervants, I do not fcruple to con- 
fefs to you the indulgence I fhew to mine. I have 
ever in my mind Homer’s € character of Ulyffes, 





Who fway d bis people with a father’s love =: 


And the very expreffion * in our language for the 
head of a family, fugeefts the rule of one’s conduct 
towards it. But were I naturally of a rough and 
hardened Caft of temper, the ill ftate of heaith of 


gi i 


2 It is fuppofeA h Tome commentators, that Pliny alludes 
here to Nerva, who being fufpested by Domitian, was ordertd 
by that amper:r © retire tq Tarentum, where without any 





views of reign? he quigsijy’ fat down in the enjoyment of a 
private life ; me that he means Sulla. 
b See B. 1. let. ae note there. 


© Odyíf. I. ç. 117 
@ The Latin word for a mefter of a family, implies a 
father of a fanily. 
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my freedman Zofimus (who has the ftronger 
claim to a humane treatment at my hands, as 
i= --w {tands much in need of it) would be 
fistici-nt to foften me. He is a perfon of great 
worth, diligent in his fervices, and well fkilled 
7a ,irerature ; but his chief talent, and indeed his 
ditimpeuifhing qualification, is that of a camedian, 
wherein he highly excels. He pronounees with 
great judgment, propriety, and gracefulnefs : he has 
a very good hand too upon the lyre, and performs 
with more {kill than is neceffary for one of his pro- 
feMicn. To this I muft add, he reads hiftory, 
oratory, and poetry, as perfectly well as if it had 
been the fole objeét of his ftudy. I am the more 
particular in enumerating his qualifications, that 
you may fee how many agreeable fervices I receive 
from him. He is indeed endeared to me by 
the ties of a long affection, which is height- 
ened by the danger he is nowin. For, nature has 
fo formed our hearts, that nothing contributes 
more to enflame our paffion for any ¢njoyment, 
than the apprehenfion of being deprived of it: 
a fentiment which Zofimus has given me occa- 
fion ta experience more than Some years 






































ago he ftrained his lungs © much too vehe- 
ment an exertion of his voice rhat fpit blood ; 
upon which account I fen Egypt ; 

IT 4 from 


© The Roman phyficians ufed to fend their patignts im con- 
fwmptive cafes into Egypt, particularly to Alexandria. 
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from whence, after a long abfence, he lately re- 
turned with great benefit to his health. But hav- 
ing again exerted himfelf for feveral days toge- 
ther beyond his ftrength, he was reminded of his 
former malady by a fight return of his cough, 
and a fpitting of blood. For this reafon I intend to 
fend him to your farm at * Forum-Julii, having 
frequently heard you mention it as an exceeding 
fine air, and recommend the milk of that plače 
as very falutary in diforders of this nature. I beg 
you would give directions to your people to re- 
ceive him into your houfe, and to fupply him 
with what he fhall have occafion for: which will 
not be much; for, he is fo temperate as not only 
to abftain from delicacies, but even to deny him- 
felf the neceffaries his ill ftate of health requires. 
ï fhall furnifh him towards his journey with what- 
ever will be fufficient for one of his abftemuious 
turn, who is coming under your roof. Farewel. 











LETTER AA. To URSUS. 


OON zre the Bithynians had gone through 
their pr»::cution øf Julius Baiius, they alfo 
impeached governor Rufus Varenus; 
wha 








Frejns in Provence, the fouthern part of France. 
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who had been juft before, (and that too at their own 
requeft) appointed counfel for them againft Baffus. 
Being introduced inta the fenate, they petitioned, 
that an enquiry might be made into his conduct. 
Varenus, on the other hand, begged that all pro- 
ceedings might be ftayed till he could fend for the 
witnefles neceffary to his defence: but this be- 
ing oppofed by the Bithynians, that point was de- 
bated. I was counfel (and no unfuccefsful one) 
for Varenus ; but whether a truely able advocate or 
not, you will judge when you read my {peech. For- 
tune has a very confiderable fhare in the event 
of every caufe: the quicknefs, the voice, the man- 
mer of the orator, even the circumftance of time 
itfelf; in a word, the general difpofition of the fe- 
nate, as it is either favourable or adverfe to the 
accufed, all confpire to influence the decifion. But 
when a fpeech is read in the clofet, it is {tripped 


of all thefe external circumftances, and has no- 




















thing to fear or hope from favour or prejudice, 
from lucky or unlucky accidents. Fonteius 
Magius, one of the Bithynians, replied to me 
with great pomp of words, and very little to 
the purpofe: a charaétir applicable, to many of 
the Greek orators, as well as to zxnfelf. They 
miftake volubility for cop: nd thus over- 
whelm you with an endlei§ torrent of cold 

and 
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and unaffecting periods . Julius Candidus ufed, 
very juftly, to fay, eloquence is cne thing, and 
Zequacity anotber. Eloquence indeed is the talent 
of very few; or rather, if we will believe Mar- 
cus Antonius, of none‘: but that faculty which 
Candidus called loguacity, is common to numbers, 
and generally attends impudence. The next day 
Hiomulus fpoke in defence of Varenus with great 
art, ftrength, and elegance; ta whom Nigrinus 
made a very concife, but pertinent, and graceful 
reply. It was the opinion of Acilius Rufus, 
the conful ele&, that the Bithynians fhould be 
permitted to lodge their information; but he 
took, 








































This verbofe and turgid file, which Pliny here condemns, 
the clegant Petronius likewife mentions with equal contempt 
and reprefents it as having firft began to infe& the purity of 
Attic eloquence, about his time. This falic fpecies of oratory 
par to Athens from Afi2, where the íwelling and highly 

gurative füle has prevailed, from the earlieft accoants we 
have of thofe people, to this day. Vid. Petron. fatir. fub init. 

f The t mafters among the ancients, in eloquence, as well 
as thofe in aH other of the fine arts, heated their imaginations 
with a certain ideal perfection, which as they coyld not explain 
in what it canfifted fo neither, they owned, could they reach 
gn their refpeGive works. But however notional this fupreme 
beauty, this ro wfeapor arid decorum, as it was called, mifht be, 
yet in was produfliveof very real and fubftantial excellencies ; 
and while the grnines of the leveral artifts were ftretching 
after chis Rying farm, they reached thofe glorious productions 
that Have been admuı I models to all fucceeding ages. 
Agrecably to huafiafm, Marcus Antonius, who 
bears a part in wgue intitled Tbe Orator, fays, that 
«< in his earher years he pubhifhed a treatife upon tha: fabjeQ, 
s+ wherein he afferted, that tho” he had known fome few in- 


“<< deed, 
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took no notice of the petition of Varenus ; which 
was only another way of putting his negative 
upon it. Cornelius Prifcus, formerly conful, de- 
clared that he thought the requeft of both parties 
fhould be granted: and his opinion prevailed. 
Thus we gained our point ; and tho’ we had not 
the authority either of law or ufage on our fide, 
yet certainly the thing we infifted upon was ex- 
tremely equitable. But I will notin this place 
anticipate my reafons for thinking fo, that you 
may with more impatience turn tomy {fpeech. For 
if it be true, as Homer fings, that 














— [N ove? 


deed, who deferved to be called orators, in the popular 
feníe of that word, yet he had met with none who had ever 
e< arrived at true eloquence.” (Vid. Tull. de orat. lib. 1.) and 
that treatiie, Pliny, it 1s probable, here alludes. =<“ All the 
{fciences indeed (as a very ingenious author obferves) have 
ticular chimeras; certain fancied points after 
<< which they run, without ever being able to overtake, but 
<< which lead, however, to very folid acquifitions. ‘Thus (lays 
that writer) chemiftry has its philofopher’s {tone ; geometry 
<< its quadrature of the circle ; aftroncmy its longitude > me- 
<e chanics its perpetual mouon : thefe, tho’ it is im poffible 
<e to find, it is uieful to enguire after. Morality too is not 
«< without her chimeras; pure diiin dneis and perfec 
<< friendihip are of that icrt none will ever arrive at them ; 
<< neverthelets it is proper to hav them 17 vew, at leaft by 
<e that means feveral other virtres may qt «Gs Trt 18 
<e neceflary in a!l things to pro \ves a certain 
€e point of perfection beyond our reach ; for, we 
<< fhould never fet cut if we tnor_  .- a..4ving no farther 
«© than we fhail in faét: it is expedient therefore, to have 
«e fome imaginary term in aim, in order to forwand and ani- 
es mate our puriuits.’”” Fontemclle dial. des miris. 
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—— Novel lays ativacd our ravifh'd ears; 
But old, tbe mind with inattention bears *: 





I will not fuffer the intemperate Jloguacity of my 
letter to defpoil my fpeech of its principal flower, 
by depriving it of that novelty which is indeed its 
chief recommendation, Farewel. 








LETTER XXI. To RurFvs. 


Went into the Julian * court to attend a caufe 
in which ar the next fitting I was to reply- 
The judges had taken their feats, the ° Decemviri 
were arrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed 
upon the counfel, and all was hufhed in filence and 
expectation, when an order arrived from the 
Pretor, that the court fhould be adjourned: a cir- 
cumftance extremely agreeable to me, who am ne- 
ver fo well prepared, but that I am glad of gaining 
farther time. The occafion of the court’s rifing 
thus abruptly, was an ediét of Nepos, the Prztor 
for criminal caufes, wherein he directed all per- 
fons concerned as plaintiffs or defendants in any 














caufe 
£ Pore. 
2 A court ct 
> "Ihe Decem. have been mapgiítrates for the 


adminiitration of juice, tubordinate to the Preators, who (to 
give the Eugli:rn reader a general notion of their cfhce) may 
Le termed lord: chief juttices, as the judges here meniioned 
were jomewhit in the mature of cur jurtes. 
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caufe before him, to take notice, that he defigned 
ftri€tly to put in force the decree of the fenate 
annexed to his ediét. This decree was exprefied 
in the following words: ALL PERSONS WHO- 
SOEVER, THAT HAVE ANY LAW-SUITS DEPEND- 
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ING, ARE HEREBY REQUIRED AND COMMANDED, 








BEFORE ANY PROCEEDINGS BE HAD THEREON; 





TO TAKE AN OATH THAT THEY HAVE NOT 





GIVEN, PROMISED, OR ENGAGED TO GIVE ANY 
FEE OR REWARD TO ANY ADVOCATE UPON AC- 
COUNT OF HIS UNDERTAKING THEIR CAUSE. 
In thefe terms, and many others equally full and 
exprefs, the lawyers are prohibited to make their 
profeffion venal. However, after the caufe fhali be 
decided, they are permitted to accept a gratuity 
of ten thoufand fefterces‘. The Przetor for civil 
caufes being alarmed at this unexpected order 
of Nepos, gave us this holy-day in order to take 
time to confider whether he fhould follow the ex- 
ample. In the mean while the town is much di- 
vided in its fentiments of this edict, fome extremely 
approving, and others as much condemning it- 
We bave gotten it feems at laft (iaz ihe latter with a 
{neer) a redreffor cf abufes. But pray, was there never 
any Pretor before this man? end whai «re His pr eterne 
fiens thus forwardly to fet up &ra remrmer? Others, 
on 
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on the contrary, fay, that he has taken a very 
proper ítep upon entering into his office; that he 
has paid obedience to the laws; confidered the 
decrees of the fenate; fuppreffed a moft indecent 
traffic; and will not fuffer the moft honourable of 
all profeffions to be debafed into a fordid commerce 
of lucre. Thefe are the different refiections which 
are univerfally thrown out upon this occafion ; 
but which fide fhall be thought to judge moft 
rightly, the refult alone will determine. It is the 
ufual cuftom of the world, (tho” a very unequi- 
table rule of eftimation,) to pronounce an action 
to be either right or wrong, as it is attended with 
good or ill fuccefs; and accordingly, you fhall 
hear the very fame conduct attributed to zeal 
or folly, to liberty or licentioufnefs, as the event 
happens to prove. Farewel. 


























LETTER I. To TYRO. 





Was lefs fenfible of your abfence while you 
were in the country of the Piceni*, and I on 


the other fide the Po”, than I find myfelf now 
that I am returned to Rome. ‘Whether it be 


that the fcene where we ufed to meet, natyrally 
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(our defires for a favourite object rifing in propor- 
tion to our nearer approach towards it) I know 
not. But upon whatever principle this difference 
is to be accounted for, remove the uneafinedfs of 
it, I intreat you, by haftening hither: otherwife 
I fhall return again into the country which I too 
haftily left, were it only to make the experiment 
whether, when you fhall not find me at Rome, 
you will fend the fame affectionate regrets after 
meas I have exprefied refpecting yoz in this letter. 
Farewel. 





i ae Uae Gee eae Se 9) To ARRIANUS- 


Will not fay I lament the lofs of Regulus, 
but I confefs, I fometimes mifs him at the 
bar. The man, it muft be owned, held the ftudy 
of eloquence in high honour, and was indefatigable 
in his endeavours to become an orator. If, indeed, 
he could never leave off the ridiculous cuftom of 
anointing his right or left eye, * and wearing a 
white patch over one fide or the other of his fore- 
head, as he was to plead either for the plaintiff 
or defendant; if he always, with a moft foolifh 
fuperfticion, coniulted the footh-fayers upon the 
event of every caufe in which he was concerned ; 
fill all thefe abfifdities proceeded from his 
profound 


a This filly piece of fuperfRition feems to have been pecu- 
liar to Regulus, and not of any general practice ; at lcait it 
is a cuftem of which we find no other mention in antiquity. 
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profound veneration of eloquence. It was ex- 
tremely convenient to be concerned in the fame 
caufe with him, as he always petitioned the court 
that his pleadings and thofe of the advocates joined 
evith him, might not be limited in point of time ; 
and alfo as he never failed to procure an audience : 
for, what could be more defirable than under the 
protection of an invidious requeft which you did 
not make yourfelf, and before an audience too 
which you had not the trouble of collecting *, to 
harangue without interruption, and as long as you 
thought proper? Neverthelefs Regulus did well to 
depart, tho’ indeed he would have done much bet- 
ter had he made his exit fooner; fince he might 
now, in the reign of a prince under whom he 
would have no opportunity of compaffing his 
malicious purpofes, have continued to live on, 
without having it any longer in his power to be 
a public mifchief. I need not fcruple therefore, I 
think, to fay I fometimes feel the lofs of this man: 
for, fince his death, the cuftom has prevailed of 
not allowing, nor indeed of afking more than an 
hour or two to pleaca in, and fometimes not 
above half that time. The truth is our ad- 
vocates take more pleafure in finifhing a caufé, 
than in defending it; and Qur judges had rather 
rife from the bench than fit upon it: fuch is 

VoL. I. U their 


a This feems to allude to a cuftom which the author repre- 
hends B. 1@. let. 14. pp- 100, 101. 
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their indolence, and fuch their difregard to the 
honour of eloquence and the intereft of juftice ! 
But are we wifer than our anceftors ? are we more 
equitable than the laws, which grant fo many 
hours and days, and adjournments to a caufe ? 
were our fore-fathers flow of apprehenfion, anta 
dull beyond meafure ? and are we more perfpicuc us 
in Our Oratory, more quick in our conceptions, Fr 
more fcrupulous in our decifions, becaufe we 
difpatch our caufes in fewer hours than ghey cook 
days to confider of them ? What a reproach is it, 
Regulus, that none could refufe to the importunity 
ef thy vain-glorious folicitations, what few will 
yield even tothe duty of their office! As for myfelf, 
whenever I fit upon the bench, (which is much 
oftner than I appear at the bar) I always give 
the advocates as much time as they defire: for, 
ïí look upon it as highly prefuming, to pretend 
to guefs before a caufe is heard, what time the 
difcuffion will require, and to fet limits to 
examination of a queftion before one is 
quainted with its full extent; efpecially as the 
the firft and moft facred duty of a judge is pa- 
tience, which indeed is itfelf a very confiderable 
part of juftice. But, this, ’tis objeéted, would 
give an opening to rouch impertinent fuperfluity - 
I grant it may; yet ts it not better to hear too 
much, than not to hear enough ? Befides, how 
fhall you know that what an advocate has farther 

to 
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to offer will be fuperfluous, ’till you have heard 
him ? But this, and many other public abufes, 
will be beft referved to a converfation when we 
meet; for, I know your affeétion to the common- 
wealth inclines you to wifh, that fome means 
night be found to check at leaft thofe griev- 
aices, which would now be very difficult abfo- 
Intely to remove —But to turn to affairs of pri- 
Vuce concern; I hope all goes well in your family =: 
mine remgjns in its ufual fituation. The happinefs 
which I enjoy grows more acceptable to me by 
its continuance, and habit renders me lefs fenfible 
of the infelicities I fuffer. Farewel. 


LETTER III. Zo VERUS. 
I AM much obliged to you for undertaking 


the care of that little farm I gave to my nurfe. 
It was worth, when I made her a prefent of it, an 
hundred thoufand ° fefterces, but the crops having 
fince failed, it has funk in its value: however it 
will thfive again, I doubt not, under your good 
management. But what I recommend to your 
attention is, not fo much tke land itfelf, (which 
yet I by no means except) as the intereft of my 
particular benefaction; for st is mot more her 
concern than mine, to render it as advantageous 
as poffible. Farewel. 


About 8co l. of our money. 


U 2 LET- 





308 THE LETTERS Book VI. 


LETTER IV. To CALPHURNIA 





EVER was bufinefs more uneafy to me, 
than when it prevented me not only from 
attending, but following you into ° Campania, 
As at all times, fo particularly now, I wifh gp” 
be with you, that I may be a witnefs what pio- 
grefs you make in the recovery of your ftrength, 
and how the tranquillity, the amufements, shd 
plenty of that charming country agrees with you. 
Were you in perfeét health, yet I fuld ill fup- 
port your abfence; for, even a meoment’s uncer- 
tainty of the welfare of thofe we tenderly love, 
is a fituation of mind infinitely painful : but at 
prefent your ficknefs confpires with your abfence 
to perplex me with a thoufand difquietudes. I fear 
every thing that can befall you, and, as is ufual 
with all under the fame anxious apprehenfions, 
fufpeéct moft, what I moft dread. et me con- 
jure you then to prevent my folicitude by writ- 
ing to me every day, and even twice a day: I 
{hall be more eafy, at leaft while I am reading 
yaur letters; tho’ all my fears will again return 
the moment I have perufed them. Farewel. 























2 His wife. 

b Where Fabatus, Cal hurnia’s grand-father, had a villa. 
This delightful country is celebrated by almoft every claffic 
author, and every modern travelier, for the fertility of its 
foil, the beauty of its land{cape, and temperature of its air. 
Nibil mollius cals, fays Florug, ibil uberius folo: denique bis 
ficribus wernat. L. 1. 10. 

ak 1 = 





À W 


Book VI. OF PLINY. 





3909 


LETTER V. To URsus. 





Acquainted you in a former ° letter, that Va- 

renus obtained leave of the fenate to fend 
for his witneffes. This was thought by many 
extremely equitable, tho” fome, with much obfti- 
racy, maintained the contrary ; particularly Li- 
tinius Nepos, who at the following affembly of 
the fenate, when the houfe was going upon other 
bufinefs refumed this matter after it had been 
fettled, and made a long fpeech upon the laft de- 
cree. Hie concluded with moving, that the confuls 
might be defired to put the queftion, whether 
it was the fenfe of the fenate, that as in profe- 
cutions founded upon the law concerning bribery 
and corruption, fo in that relating to extortion a 
claufe fhould be added impowering the defendant, 
as well as the informer, to fummon and ex- 
amine witneffes ? ‘This fpeech was looked upon 
by fome as extremely ill-timed: they thought it 
ftrange that Nepos fhould let flip the proper op- 
portunity of animadverting upon the decree, when 
it was under the confideration of the fenate; and 
raife objections to a decifion after it had been de- 
termined, which he might have oppofed when it 
was in debate. Jubentius Calfus, the Prætor, very 
U 3 warmly 
































a Book 5. let. 20. 
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warmly reproved him in a long fpeech, for pre- 
fuming to correét the fenate. Nepos anfwered 


him; Celfus replied; and neither of them were 
{paring of reflections on each other.—But I for- 
bear to repeat what I could not hear without re- 
gret: and am therefore fo much the more dil- 
pleafed with fome members of the fenate, who rarı 
from Nepos to Celfus, as one or the other wa; 
{peaking, with the illiberal pleafure of liftening. 
their mutual invectives; fometimes encourszing 
the one, fometimes the other, and fometmnes both ; 
immediately afterwards feeming to reeoncile them, 
and then again animating them to the attack, as 
if they had been prefent at fome fpectacle of 
combatants. And I could not obferve without 
great concern, that they were mutually informed 
what each intended to urge again{ft the other ; 
for Celius replied to Nepos, as Nepos did to 
Celfus, out of a paper they refpectively held in 
their hands. ‘This circumftance was occafioned 
by the indifcretion of their tattling friends; and 
thus thefe two men abufed one another as if they 
had previoufly agreed in what terms to exprefs 
their refentment. Farewel. 











De ae ee 








LETTER VI. Zo Funpvpanus. 





Never wifhed to fee you in Rome more than 
at this time, and Į entreat you therefore to 


come hither; for, I want a friend to fhare with me 
in the labour and folicitude of an affair, in which 
I ‘very warmly intereft myfelf. Julius Nafo is a 
Sandidate for an office of confiderable honour: he 
has many competitors, and fome of them of great 
merit; upen which account, as his fuccefs will be 
the more glorious, fo it will be the more difficult to 
fecure. J] am much divided between hope and fear, 
and the anxiety I undergo upon this occafion is fo 
great, that I almoft forget I have been conful, and 
feel as many uneafy apprehenfions as if I were 
again to become a candidate for every office I have 
filled. ‘This concern is juftly due to Nafo, in return 
to the long affeétion he has borne for me. The 
friendfhip I entertain for him did not, it 1s truc, 
defcend to him by inheritance; for, his father and I 
were at too great a diftance in point of age to admit 
of any intimacy between us; yet from my earlieít 
youth I was taught to look up to him with the 
higheft veneration. He was not only an admirer of 
the polite arts, but the patron of all who cultivated 
them; as he was a frequent attender alfo of 


Quinétilian and Nicetes, to whom I was at that 
U 4 time 
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a man of 





cme a difciple: lie was, in. inort, 
fingular worth and eminence, and one whofe me- 
mory ought extremely to facilitate the advancement 
of his ion to the honours of the ftate. But there are 
numbers in the fenate who newer knew his father; 
and though there are many too who were well ac- 
Quainted with him, yet they confift chiefly of that 
kind of men who never extend their regards beyond 
the living. Forthis reafon Nepos, without relying 
upon the character of his father, which is likely to 
prove of more honour than fervice tohim muft exert 
the utmoft of his endeavours to recammend him- 
felf by his own merit: and indeed, his conduct 
has ever been as guarded as if he had governed 
it with a particular view to the prefent occafion. 
The many friendfhips he has acquired, he has 
ever cultivated with the ftricteft fidelity ; and 
particularly fingled me out as the object of 
his efteem and imitation, from the farft moment 
he was capable of forming any judgment of the 
world. Whenever I plead he anxioufly attends 
me, and is always of the party when I recite; as 
he is ever the firft to enquire after my works. 
His brother had the fame attachment to me.— But 
he has loft that excellent brother! and it fhall 
be my part to fupply his place. It is with grief 

refieét upon the immature death of the one, as 


I lament that the other fhould be deprived of the 
affiftance 

















Book VI. OF PLIN X- 





313 


afiítance of fo valuable a relation, and left to de- 
pend only on the zeal of his friends. It is that 
eonfideration which induces me earneftly to intreat 
you to return to Rome and unite your fuffrage 
with mine. It will be of fingular advantage to 
the caufe in which I am embarked, if you would 
appear in it, and become a joint-folicitor with 
ne: for I know, your credit and influence is fo 
great, that I am perfuaded your applications will 
rencer mine more effectual, even with my own 
friends. ‘et me requeft you then to break thro’ 
all obftacle if any may happen to lie in your 
your way. {í have a right to claim your affiftance 
in this conjunéture: your friendfhip to me, and my 
credit, both require it. I have undertaken to fup- 
port the inrereft of Nafo, and the world knows it; 
the purfuit and the hazard therefore is become my 
own. Ina word, if he obtains this poft, all the ho- 
nour will be his; but if he be rejećted, the repulfe 
will be mine. Farewel. 




















LETTER Vil. Po CALPHURNIA *. 

Y OU kindly tell me, my abience very fenfibly 
affects you, and that your only confolation 

is in converfing with my works, which you fre- 
guently fubftitute in my place by your fide. How 
agreeable is it to me to know that you thus wifh 
for my company, and fupport yourfelf under the 
want 





a Pliny’s wife. 
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want of it by thefe confolations ! In return, I 
entertain myfelf with reading over your letters 
again and again, and am continually taking them 
up as if I had but juft then received them; butalas! 
they only ferve to make me more ftrongly re- 
gret your abfence ; for, how amiable muft her con- 
verfation be, whofe letters haye fo many charms! 
Iet me receive them, however, as often as poffible 
notwithftanding there is always fome mixture of 
pain in the pleafure they afford me, as they sehder 
me the more fenfible of the lofs I fufrer, by my 
abfence. Farewel. 











LETTER VIII. Zo PrRiscws. 





OU know and efteem Attilius, Crefcens; as 

indeed who is there of any rank or worth that 
does not? For myfelf, I profefs to have a friendfhip 
for him much fuperior to the common attachments 
of the world. The places of our nativity are fepa- 
rated only by a day’s journey ; and we conceived an 
affection for each other when we were very young2z ; 
a feafon when cannections of that kind ftrike the 
deepeft root. Ours improved by years; and fo 
far from being weakened, that it was confirmed 
by our riper judgments, as thofe wha know us 
beft can witnefs. Hie takes pleafure in boafting 
every where of my friendfhip; as I do to let the 
world know, that his honaurs, his eafe, and his in- 
tereft 
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rereft are my peculiar concern. Infomuch that up- 
on his expreffing to me lately an apprehenfion that 
he might receive fome infults from a certain perfon 
who was entering upon the office of tribune of the 
people, I could not forbear an{wering, 


Long as Achilles breathes this vital airy, 
To touch thy bead no impious band fhail dare”. 


I mention this to fhew you that I look upon 
every injury offered to Attilius, as done to my- 
felf. But zou will be impatient to hear what all 
this tends ta. You muft know then, Valerius 
Varus at his death, owed Attilius a fum of money. 
‘Though I am acquainted with Maximus, who in- 
herits the eftate of Varus, yet there is a much 
cloter friendfhip between him and you. I beg there- 
fore, and conjure you by all the affection you feel for 
me, to take care that Attilius is not only paid the 
principal which is due to him, but the whole long 
arrears of intereft. He neither covets the property 
of others, nor negleéts the care of his own; and as 
he is not engaged in any lucrative profcffion, he 
has nothing to depend upon but his frugality : 
for, as to the polite arts, 1m which he greatly ex- 
cels, he purfues them merely from motives of 
pleafure and fame. In fuch a fituation, the fight- 
eft lofs prefies hard upon a man, and the more 

10 





2 Hom. Il. lib. r. ver. 88. 
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fo becaufe he has no opportunities of repairing 
any injury done to his fortune. Afift us then, 
I intreat you, in this difficulty, and fuffer me fítill 
to enjoy the pleafure of his fprightly and divert- 
ing converfation; for I cannot bvar to fee the 
cheerfulnefs of my friend over-clouded, whofe 
mirth and good-humour diftipates every gloom of 
melancholy in my own bofom. In a word, as you 
are well acquainted with the entertaining gaiety of 
temper which Attilius pofieffes, I hope you will 
not fuffer any injury to difcompofe and four it. 
You may judge by the warmth of His affection, 
how bitter his refentments would prove; for a 
generous and great mind can ill brook an injury 
when it is joined with contempt. But though 
Be could país it over, yet cannot I: on the con- 
trary, I fhall look upon it as a wrong and indig- 
nity done to myfelf, and refent it as one offered 
to my friend; that is, with double warmth. But 
after all, why this air of threatening? rather let 
me end in the fame ftile I began, by earneftly 
conjuring you fo to aét in this affair, that neither 
Attilius may have reafon to imagine (what I 
fhould greatly regret) that I negleét his intereft ; 
nof that È may have occafion to charge you with 
being carelefs of mine: as I certainly fhall nor, 
if you have the fame regard for the latter, as I 
have for the former. Farewel. 











LET- 
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LETTER ik. Zo TAaAciIiTUS: 


HEN you recommend Julius Nafo to me, 
refpecting the office for which he is a can- 





didate, you are recommending me to mpyfelf. 
However, I forgive you: you would have received 
the fame recommendation from me, had you been 
at Rome, and I abfent: in the caufe of a friend, 
one is apt to think nothing is immaterial. Never- 
thelefs I advife you to addrefs your folicitations to 
others ; aflering yourfelf I will take an equal 
fhare with you in all your applications on his 
behalf and fupport them with my beft and warmeft 
endeavours. Farewel. 








LETTER X. Zo ALBINUS 


Was lately at Alium °, where my wife’s mo- 
ther has a villa which once belonged to ° Ver- 
ginius Rufus. The place renewed in my mind 
the forrowful remembrance of that great and ex- 
cellent man. He was extremely fond of this re- 
tirement, and ufed to call it the nf cf kis old age. 
Where-ever I turned my eyes, I miffed my wor- 
thy friend. I had an inclination to vifit his mo- 
nument ; 


2 Now Alzia, not far from Como. 
b See an account of him in B. 2. Let. 1. 
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nument; but I repented of my curiofity: for, I 
had the mortification to find ıt remained itill 
unfinifhed, not from any difficulty of the work 
itfelf, which is very plain, or rather indeed 
flight ; but through the neglect of him to 
whofe care it was entrufted. I could not fee 
without a concern mixed with indignation, the 
remains of a man, whofe fame filled the whole 
world, lie for ten years after his death without an 
infcription, or a name. He had however di- 
rected shat divine and immortal action of his 
life be to recorded upon his tomb in. the following 
lines : 




















Here Rufus lies, who Vindex’ © arms withftood, 
Not for bimfelf, but for bis country’s good. 





But a faithful friend is fo rarely to be found, and 
the dead are fo foon forgotten, that we fhall be 
obliged to build even our very fepulchres, and an- 
ticipate the office of our heirs. For, who has not 
reafon to fear that what has happened to Ver- 
ginius, may be his own cafe ? an indignity which 
is of fo much the more public notoriety as it 
falls upon a man of his illuftrious virtues. 


€ See p. 64. note ”. 
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LETTER XI. Zo MAXIMUS. 


OW happy a day did I lately país! when 

having been called by the * Prefect of 
Rome, to his affiftance in a certain caufe, f 
had the pleafure to hear Fufcus Salinator and 
Numidius Quadratus, plead on oppofite fides. 
They are both of them young men of extra- 
ordinary hopes, and pofiefs talents, which will one 
day, I am perfuaded, render them an ornament 
not only to the prefent age, but to literature itfelf. 
They difcovered in the courfe of this trial, thar 
they were actuated by principles of ftriét probity, and 
inflexible courage: and I had great fatisfaction in 
remarking that their drefs » was decent, their elo- 
cution diftinét, their voice manly, their memory 
{trong ‘, and that their elevated genius was guided by 
an 


2 An officer fomewhat in the nature of the lord-mavor 
among us. He preceded all other city magiftrates, having 
power to receive appeals from the inferior courts, and to de- 
cide almoit ail cautfes within the limits ci Rome, ora hundred 
miles round. 

b See Note (a) Let. III. B. II p. 71. 

¢ Strength of memory feems to have been a quality in fingu- 
lar efteem among the Romans, Pliny often mentioning inwhen 
he draws the characters of his friends, as in tne number of their 
moft fhining talents. Quunctilian confiders it as the mea- 
fure of genius; fantum ingenit, {ays he, GuUaArL UIE PCTROTIA. 
‘The extraordinary perfection in which fome ef the ancients are 
faid to have poffeffed this important faculty, 1s almoftincredible. 
Our author fpeaks in a former letter, ot a Greek philofopher 
of his acquaintance, who after having delivered a long ha- 

rangue 
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an equal folidity of judgment. To this I will add, 
that I took fingular pleafure in obterving that while 
they looked upon me as their guide and model, 
they appeared in the opinion of the audience as 
my imitators and rivals. It was a day (I cannot 
but repeat it again) which afforded me the moft 
exquifite happincis, and which I fhall ever mark 
with the faireft ê white. What indeed could be 
either more delightful tome on the public account, 
than to fee two fuch noble youths building their 
fame and glory upon the polite arts; or more 


defirable upon my own, than to be marked 
out 











rangue extempore, would immediately repeat it again, with- 
out lofing a fingle word. Seneca fays, he could in his youth 
repeat two thoufand names exactly in the fame order they 
were read to him; and that to try the ttrength of his memory, 
the audience who attended the fame profeffor with himielt, 
would each of them give hima verfe, which he would inftantly 
repeat, beginning with the laft, and fo on to the firft, to the 
amount of two hundred. He tells a pleaiant ftory upon this 
occafion, of a certain poet, who having recited a poem in 
public, a perfon who was prefent claimed it for his own, and ir 
roof of its being fo, immediately repeated it word for word ; 
which the real author was not capable cf dcirng. [Sen. controv. 
1. 1. fub init. ] Numberlefs inftances might be collected from the 
ancients, to the fame purpofes to mention cnly a few more. 
It is faid of Themittccles, that he made himtelf matter of the 
Perii language in a year’s time; of Aiicaridates, that he 
underftood as many languages as he coinmanced nations that 
is, no lefs tnan twenty-two; of Cyrus, that he retained the 
mames of every fingle soldier in his army. [ Quint. Ls e 2s 9 
But the fineft compliment that ever was paid to x good me- 
mory, is what Tully favs of Jeius Cetar, in his oration for 
Ligarms, that be never forgot any tring but An injury 
Alluding to a cuitom of the Roman, who marked the 
fortunate days in their calendar with wesie, and the untortu- 


mate with Slack. 











out as a worthy example to them in their pur- 
fuits af virtue? may the Gods ftill grant me the 
continuance of that pleafure! And may every 
man who thinks me deferving of his imitation, far 
exceed the model he has chofen! Farewel. 
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LETTER XII. 


To FEFABATUS™. 





OST certainly you fhould have no referve 

in recommendirg to me fuch perfons whom 
you judge worthy of your patronage; for, nothing 
is more agreeable to your character than to be as 
extenfively beneficent as poffible ; nor to mine, than 
to intereft myfelf in every thing in which you are 
concerned. Be affured therefore I {hall give all the 
affiftance in my power to Veétius Prifcus, efpecially 
in what relates to my peculiar province; I mean 
the Centumviral court. 

You defire me to forget thofe letters which you 
wrote to me, you fay, in the opennefs of your 
heart; but believe me, there is none I remember 
with more fatisfa€tion. They are very pleafing 
proofs of the fhare I enjoy of your affection, fince 
you ufe the fame free expoftulations with me, that 
you would with your own fon. And, to confefs 
the truth, they are ío much the more agreeable, 

Vor. I. X as 


a His wife Calpnurnia’s grandfather. 
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as I had nothing to accufe myfelf of upon your 
account; for, I had very exactly performed your 
requefts. I intreat you again and again, ftill to 
rebuke me with the fame freedom, whenever you 
imagine (and I truft it will be only imagination) 
that I fail in my duty towards you: It will afford 
me the pleafure of receiving a ftrong mark of your 
affeétion ; and you that of being convinced I did 
not deferve the reproach. Farewel. 

















LETTER XIIL Zo URSUS. 


AS ever a man fo perfecuted as my friend 

Varenus, who has been obliged to enter 
into a frefh defence, and, as it were, to petition 
again for what he had, with much ftruggle and 
difficulty, already obtained *? ‘The Bithynians 
have had the confidence not only to complain to 
the confuls of the decree of the fenate; but alfo 
to inveigh againft it to the emperor, who happened 
to be abfent when it paffed. Czafar” referred 
them back to the fenate, where they ftill perfifted 
in their remonitrances. Claudius Capito ventured 
to be counfel for them; and I will add, with more 
irreverence than true courage, as he undertook to 
arraign the juftice of a decree of the fenate, in the 
face of that auguft affembly. Fronto Catius re- 
plied to him with great force and fpirit; as in- 
deed 














2 See B. 5. let. 20. b Trajan. 
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deed the whole body of the fenate conducted 
thernfelves in this affair with wonderful dignity : 
For even thofe who oppofed the petition of Varenus, 
when it was firft brought before the houfe, thought 
after it was granted, it ought not to be reverfed. 
While the queftion indeed was under debate, they 
juftly fuppofed that every member was at liberty to 
give his fentiments ; but when once determined by 
the majority, they looked upon it to be then the 
common concern of each fenatorto fupport. ‘This 
was the general opinion of the whole houfe, Acilius 
Rufus only excepted, and feven or eight more 
who perfevered in their former vote: in which 
{mall party there were fome whofe occafional fo- 
lemnity, or rather affectation of folemnity, ap- 
peared extremely ridiculous. "You will judge from 
hence what a warm battle we are likely to have, 
fince this prelude, as I may call it, has occa- 
fioned fo much contention. Farewel. 




















LETTER XIV. Zo Mavricuws. 





N compliance with your earneft invitation, L 
confent to make you a vifit at your Formian 


villa, but upon condition that you put yourfelf to 











which I fhall alfo ftrictly sblerve on my part. 


is not the pleafures of your fea and your coaft, 
X 2 it 
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it is your company, it is retirement, itis freedom, 
that I defire to enjoy ; otherwife I might as well re- 
main in Rome: for, there is no medium worth ac- 
cepting between giving up one’s time wholly to the 
difpofal of others, or referving it intirely in one’s 
own power ; at leaft for myfelf, I declare I can relifh 
no mixtures of any kind. Farewel. 





ick. ok em. AV.: To ROMANUS. 


[ Believe you were not prefent at a very droll cir- 

cumftance which lately happened: I was not in- 
deed a witnefs to it myfelf, however I had an early 
account of what paffed. Paffienus Paulus, an emi- 
nent Roman knight, and particularly confpicuous for 
his literary abilities, has a genius for Elegiac Poetry; 
a talent which runs in the family, for Propertius 
was his relation as well as his countryman. He 
was lately reciting a poem which opened thus: 


Prijcus, at thy command— 





Whereupon Prifcus, who happened to be prefent 
as particular friend of the poet’s, cry’d out— But 
be is mtiftaken, I did not command him. Think what 
a roar of laughter this occafioned. The intelleéts 
of Prifcus, you muft know are thought to be fome- 
what difordered ; however, sas he enters into the com- 
mon 
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mon offices of life, is called to confultations, and 
publicly aéts as a lawyer, this behaviour was the 
more remarkable and ridiculous: and in fact, 
Paulus was a good deal difconcerted by his friend’s 
abfurdity. You fee, it is neceflary for thofe who 
are folicitous to recite their works in public, to 
take care that the audience, as well as the author, 
fhould be of found intelieéts. Farewel.- 





LEITER XVL Zo acitres. 
i OUR requeft that I wouid fend you an ac- 


count of my uncle’s death, in order to trani- 
mit 2 more exact relation of it to pofterity, de- 
ferves my acknowledgments ; for, if the glorious 
circumftances which occafioned this accident fhall 
be celebrated by your pen, the manner of his exit will 
be rendered for ever illuftrious. Notwithitanding he 
perifhed by a misfortune, which, as it involved at the 
fame time a moft beautiful country in ruins, and de- 
{ftroyed fo many populous cities, feems to promufe 
him an everlafting remembrance ; notwith{tandingg 
he has himfelf compofed many works which will 
defcend to lateft times; yet I am perfuaded, the 
mentioning of him in your immortal writings, will 
greatly contribute to eternize his name. Happy lI 
efteem thole to be, whom the gods have dittin- 
ecuifhed with the abil zies either of performing 
fuch ations as are worthy of being related, or 
of relating them in a manner worthy of be- 
x 2 inez 
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ing read; but doubly happy are they wha 
are bleffed with both thefe uncommon endow- 
ments: in the number of whom my uncle, as 
his own writings, and your hiftory will prove, 
may juftly be ranked. It is with extreme willing- 
nefs, therefore, I execute your commands; and 
fhould indeed have claumed the tafk if you had 
not enjoined it. He was at that time with 
the fleet under his command at ? Mifenum. 
On the 24th of Auguft, about one in the after- 
noon, my mother defired him to obferve a cloud 
which appeared of a very unufual fize and fhape. 
He had juft returned from enjoying the benefit of 
the fun, and after bathing in cold water, and taking 
a flight repaft, was retired to his ftudy : he imme- 
diately arofe and went out upon an eminence, from 
whence he might more diftincetly view this very fin- 
gular phcenomenon. It was not at that diftance dif- 
cernible from what mountain this cloud iffued, but 
it was found afterwards to proceed from mount 
Vefuvius °. I cannot give you a more exact de- 
{cription of its figure, than by refembling it to 
that of a pine-tree ; for, it fhot up a great height 

in 














2 In the gulph of Naples. 

b About fix miles diftant fram Naples. — This dreadful 
eruption happened A. D. 79, ~ the firft year of the emperor 
Titus. Martial has a pretty Gdpigram upon this fubjeét, in 
which he gives us a view of Veuvius, as it appeared before 
this terrible conflagration broke out : a“ 

re 
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in the form of a tall trunk, which fpread at the top 
into a fort of branches; occafioned, I imagine, 
either that the force of the internal vapour waich 
impelled the cloud upwards d-creafed in ftrength 
as it advanced, or that the cloud being prefed 
back by its own weight, expanded itfelf in the 
maaner I have mentioned: it appeared fometimes 
bright and fometimes dark and fpottcd, as it was 
either more or lefs impregnated with earth and cin- 
ders. This uncommon appearance excited ny uncle’s 
philofophical curiofity to take a nearer vicw of it. 
His accordingly ordered a light veffel to be prepar- 


ed, and offered me the liberty, if I thought proper, 
to 


Hic eff pampineis viridis Vefuvius umbris, 
Prefferat hic madidos nobilis uva lacus. 
Hec juga, quam Nife colles, plus Bacchus amavit 3 
Hoc nuper Satyri monte dedére chores. 
Hac Veneris fedes, Lacedamone gratior illi ; 
Hic locus Herculeo nomine clarus erat : 
Cunta jacent flammis, ES trifti merfa favilla ; 
Nec vellent fuperi boc licuiffe fibi. Lib. 4. Ep. 44. 


Here verdant vines o’erfpread Vefuvio’s fides 
‘The gen’rous grape bere pour’d her purple tides. 
J bis Bacchus lov’d beyond his native {céne ; 
Here dancing fatyrs joy’d to trip the green. 

Far more than Sparta srhis in Venus’ grace; 
And great Alcides once renown’d the place; 
Now flaming embers ipread dire wafte around, 
And Gods regret that Gods can thus confound. 


It feems probable, that this wa the firft eruption of mount 
Veiuvius, at leaft of any confequence ; asit is certain we have 
no particular accounts of ary preceding one. Dio, indeed, 
and other ancient authors ipttak of it as burning before; but 
ftill they defcribe it as covered with trees and vines, fo thar 
the eruptions muft have been inconiiderable. 
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to attend him. I rather chofe to continue the em- 
ployment in which I was engaged; for, it happened, 
that he had given me a certain writing to copy. © As 
he was going out of the houfe with his tablets in his 
hand, he was met by the marines belonging to the 
gallies ftationed at Retina, from which they had 
fied in the utmoft terror; for, that port bring 
fituated at the foot of Vefuvius, they had no 
other way to efcape but by fea. “They conjur- 
ed him therefore not to proceed and expofe his 
life to imminent and inevitable danger. In 
compliance with their advice, he changed his 
original intention, and inftead of gratifying his 
philofophical fpirit, he refigned it to the more 
magnanimous principle of aiding the diftreffed. 
With this view, he ordered the fleet immediately to 
put to fea, and went himfelf on board with an in- 
tention of affifting not only Retina, but the feveral 
ether towns which ftood extremely thick upon that 
beautiful coaft. Hiaftening to the place therefore 
from whence others fled with the utmoft terror, 
he fteered his direét courfe to the point of 
danger, and with fo much calmnefs and pre- 
fence of mind, as to be able to make and dic- 

tate 

















c The manufcript and prind opies vary extremely from 
each other as to the reading of this paflage. ‘The conjecture 
of Cortes feems the moft fatisfattory, as it comes nearetft 
the moft approved manufcripts, and beft falls in with the 
context; it is therefore adopted in the tranilation. 
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tate his obfervations upon the appearance and pro- 
erefs of that dreadful fcene. He was now fa 
mear the mountain, that the cinders, which 
grew thicker and hotter the nearer he approach- 
ed, fell into the fhips, together with pumice-ftones, 
and black pieces of burning rock: they were 
likewife in danger not only of being a-ground by 
the fudden retreat of the fea, but alfo from the 
vaft fragments which rolled down from the moun- 
tains, and obftruécted ail the fhore. Here he top- 
ped to confider whether he fhould return back; 
to which the pilot advifing him, Fortune, {aid he, 
befriends the brave; fteer to Pomponianus. Pom- 
poniamus was then at “* Stabiz, feparated by a 
gulf, which the fea, after feveral infenfible wind- 
ings, forms upon that fhore. Pomponianus had 
already fent his baggage on board; for, tho’ he 
was not at that time in actual danger, yet being 
within the view of it, and indeed extremely near, 
he was determined, if it fhould in the leaft in- 
creafe, to put to fea as foon as the wind fhould 
change. It was favourable, however, for carrying 
my uncle to Pomponianus, whom he found in the 
oreate{t confternation; and embracing him with 
tendernefs, he encouraged amd exhorted him to 
keep up his fpirits. The more to diffipate his 

fears, 



































4 Now called Caffel Mar di Stabia, in the gulph of 
Naples. 
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fears, he ordered his fervants, with an air of uncon- 
cern, to carry him to the baihs; and after having 
bathed, he fat down to fupper with great, or at leait 
(what is equally hero:ic) with all the appearance 
of, chearfulneis. In the mean while the fire from 
Vefavius flamed forth from feveral parts of the 
mountain with great violence, which the darknefs 
of the night contributed to render {till more 
vifible and dreadful. But my uncle, in order 
to calm the apprehenfions of his friend, affured 
him it was only the conflagration of the villages, 
which the country people had abandoned : after 
this he retired to reft, and it is moft certain he 
was fo little difcompofed as to fall into a deep 
fleep; for, being corpulent, and breathing hard, 
the attendants in the antechamber actually heard 
him fnore. The court which led to his apartment 
being now almoft filled with ftones and afhes, it 
would have been impoffible for him, if he had 
continued there any longer, to have made his 
way out; it was thought proper therefore to 
awaken him. He got up, and joined Pomponianus 
and the reft of the company, who had not been fuf- 
ficiently unconcerned to think of going to bed. 
They confulted together whether it would be moft 
prudent to truft to the hautes, which now fhook 
from fide to fide with frequent and violent con- 


cuffions; or flee to the open fields, where the cal- 
cined 
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cined ftones and cinders, tho’ levigatcd indeed, yet 
fell in large fhowers, and threatened them with in- 
{tant deftruction. In this diftrefs they refolved for 
the fields, as the lefs dangerous fituation of the two: 
a refolution which, while the reft of the company 
were hurried into by their fears, my uncle embraced 
upon cool and deliberate confideration. They went 
out then, having pillows tied upon their heads 
with napkins; and this was their whole defence 
againít the ftorm of ftones that fell around them. 
it was now day every where elfe, but zbere a 
deeper darknefs prevailed than in the blackeft night. 
which however was in fome degree diffipated by 
torches and other lights of various kinds. They 
thought it expedient to go down farther upon the 
fhore in order to obferve if they might fafely put out 
to fea ; but they found the waves ftill run extreme- 
ly high and boifterous. “There my uncle, having 
drunk a draught or two of cold water, laid 
himfelf down upon a fail-cloth which was fpread 
for him; when immediately the flames, preceeded 
by a ftrong fimell of fulpbur, difperfed the 
reít of the company, and obliged him to rife. 
He raifed himfelf up with the affiftance of 
two of his fervants, and mftantly fell down 
dead ; fuffocated, as I onjecture, by fome grofs 
and noxious vapour, having always had weak 
lungs, and being frequenily fubject to a difficulty of 
breathing. As faon as it was light again, which 

was 
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was not till the third day after this melancholy ac- 
cident, his body was found entire, and without any 
marks of violence, exactly in the fame pofture 
that he fell, and looking more like a man afleep 
than dead. During all this time my mother 
and I who were at Mifenum— But as this has no 
connection with your hiftory, fo your inquiry went 
no farther than concerning my uncle’s death: with 
that therefore I will put an end to my letter. Suf- 
fer me only to add, that I have faithfully related 
to you what I was either an eye-witnefs of myfelf, 
or received immediately after the accident happen- 
ed, and before there was time to wary the truth. 
You will choofe out of this narrative fuch circum- 
ftances as {hall be moft fuitable to your purpofe : 
for, there is a great difference between writing a let- 
ter, and compofing a hiftory ; between addreffing a 
friend, and addreffing the public. Farewel. 

















LETTER XVII. Zo RESTITUTUS. 


i Cannot forbear venting my dipleafure be- 

* fore you in a letter, fince I have no opportu- 
nity af doing fo in perfon, again{t a certain beha- 
viaur which gave me fome offence in an affembly 
where I was lately prefenwe ‘The company was en- 
tertained with a recital of a very finifhed perfor- 
mance : but there were two or three perfons among 
the 











f See this account continued, let. 20. of this book, 
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the audience, men of great genius in their own, 
and a few of their friends eftimation, who fate like 


fo many deaf and dumb mutes, without moving 
a lip or a hand, or once rifing from their feats, 


even to fhift their pofture. But to what purpofe, 
in the name of good fenfe, all this wonderous atr 


of wifdom and folemnity, or rather indeed (to 
give it its true appellation) of this faftidious gra- 
vity ? Is it not downright folly, or even mad- 
nefs, thus to lofe a whole day merely to commit 




















> fo much the rather ought he to 


guard againft every appearance of envy, as 2 
paffion that always implies a mortifying fenfe of 
inferiority. But whatever a man’s talent may be, 
whether greater or equal, or lefs than his friend’s, 
till it is his intereit to give him the approbation 
deferves: if greater or equal; becaufe the 
higher his glory rifes whom you equal or excel, 


the more confiderable yours- muft neceffarily 
be- if lefs; becaufe if one of more exalted abili- 























cult and laborious art of oratory ; for Eloquence 


is a high and haughty dame, who {corns to refide 
with 
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with thofe that defpife her. But perhaps you are 
not of this opinion : yet who more reveres this glo- 
rious fcicence, or is a more candid judge of it than 
yourfelif 2? In confidence of which, I have ventured 
to declare to you the indignation I felt, as not 


doubting you would have joined with me in the 
fame fentiments. Farewel. 








LETTER XVIII. Zo SaBINUWUs. 


Will endeavour, as you defire, to undertake the 
caufe of the Firmiani *, tho’ 1 have many affairs 
upon my hands; for, I fhould be extremely glad 
to oblige fo illuftrious a colony by my good offices, 
as well as to render you an acceptable fervice. 
Etow indeed can I refufe any thing to you, who pro- 
fefs to have fought my friendfhip as your fupport 
and ornament, and efpecially when your requeft is on 
behalf of your country ? For what can be more 
honourable than the intreaties of a patriot, or more 
efficacious than thofe of a friend ? You may engage 
for me therefore to your, or rather as I fhould now 
call them our, friends the Firmiani. And tho’ their 
own illuftrious character did not perfuade me that 
they deferve my care and patronage ; yet I could not 
but conceive a very high ppinion of their merit, fiom 


feeing 

















a Inhabitants of a city in Italy, called Firmo, in the mar- 
quifate cf Ancona 





Book VI. OF PLIN Y. 335 


feeing a man of your diftinguifhed virtues choofe 
to refide among them. 





LETTER XIX. Zo NeEpos. 





RE you infarmed that the price of lands is 

confiderably rifen, efpecially of thofe which 
lie about Rome ? This fudden advance was oc- 
cafioned by a practice which has been much com- 
plained of, and which drew from the fenate, at 
the laft affembly for the election of magiftrates, 
a very laudable decree, whereby the candidates are 
prohibited from giving the electors any treat, prefenr, 
or money whatfoever. The two former of thefe 
abufes were practifed with as little referve as 
difcretion ; the latter, tho’ carried on with more 
fecrecy, was however equally notorious. Our 
friend Homulus, taking advantage of this favour- 
able difpofition of the fenate, inftead of delivering 
his fentiments upon the point in debate, moved 
that the confuls fhould acquaint the emperor, that it 
was the unanimous defire of the houfe to have this 
abufe reformed; and addrefs him to interpofe his 
vigilance and authority for the removal of this 
evil, as he already had of every other. ‘The 
emperor was accordingly pieafed to comply, and 
publifhed an edict ta reftrain thofe infamous 
largeffes; dire&ting that no perfon fhall be ad- 
mitted as a candidate who has not a third part of his 
eftate 
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ef{tate in land; deeming it highly indecent, (as no 
doubt it is) that thofe who afpire to dignities in the 
ftate, fhould look upon Rome and Italy, rather like 
travellers who are paffing thro’ it, than as their pro- 
per country, and in which the principal part of their 
poffefions lay. ‘This edict has occafioned a general 
ftruggle among thofe who aim at any office, to 
buy up every thing which they hear is to be 
fold ; by which means the value of lands is great 
ly increafed. If therefore you are inclined to dif- 
pofe of any part of your e{tate here, or of making 
purchafes elfewhere, you have now a good oppor- 
tunity ; for, in order to buy in Italy, thefe candi- 
dates are obliged to fell their eftates in the pro- 
vinces. Farewell. 














LETTER XX. To CORNELIUS TACITUS. 


H E. letter which, in compliance with your 
requeft, I wrote to you concerning the death 
of my uncle, has raifed, it feems, your curiofity 
to know what terrors and dangers attended me 
while I continued at Mifenum ; for there, I think, 
the account in my former broke off : 








The my fhock d foul recoils, my tongue fhalt tell ae 





My uncle having left us, I continued the employ- 
ment which prevented my going with him, till 1t was 
time 











e Virg. Pitt’s Tanflation. 
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time to bathe. After which I went to fupper, and 
from thence to bed, where my fleep was greatly 
broken and difturbed. There had been for many 
days before fome fhocks of an earthquake, which 
the lefs furprized us as they are extremely frequent 
in Campania; but they were fo particularly vio- 
lent that night, that they not only fhook every 
thing about us, but feemed indeed to threaten total 
deftruction. My mother flew to my chamber, 
where fhe found me rifing in order to awaken 
her. We went out into a fimall court belonging 
to the houfe, which feparated the fea from the 
buildings. As I was at that time but eighteen 
years of age, I know not whether I fhould call my 
behaviour in this dangerous conjuncture, courage 
or rafhnefs ; but I took up Livy, and amufed my- 
felf with turning over that author, and even making 
extracts from him, as if all about me had been 
in full fecurity- While we were in this fituation, 2 
friend of my uncle’s, who was juft come from 
Spain to pay him a vifit, joined us, and obferv- 
ing me fitting by my mother with a book in 
my hand, greatly condemned her patience, and 
at the fame time reproved me for my carelefs 
fecurity : neverthelefs I ftill went on with my 
author. Tho’ it was now morning, the light was 
exceedingly faint and languid ; the buildings all 
around us tottered, and tho’ we ftood upon open 
ground, yet as the place was narrow and confined, 

VoL. I. X there 
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there was no remaining without great and certain 
danger: we therefore refolved to quit the town 
The people followed us in the utmoft confter- 
nation, and (as to a mind diftraéted with terror, 
every fuggeftion feems more prudent than its own) 
prefed in great crowds about us in our way out. 
Being gotten at a convenient diftance from the 
houfes, we ftood ft:ll, in the midit of a moft 
dangerous and dreadful fcene. “Phe chariots which 
we had ordered to be drawn out, were fo agitated 
backwards and forwards, tho” upon the moft 
level ground, that we could not keep them fteady, 
even by fupporting them with large {ftones. 
The fea feemed to roll back upon itfelf, and to 
be driven from its banks by the convulfive motion 
of the earth; it is certain at leaft the {hore was 
confiderably enlarged, and feveral fea-animals 
were left upon it. On the other fide a black and 
dreadful cloud burfting with an igneous ferpen- 
tine vapour, darted out a long train of fire, refem- 
bling flafhes of lightening, but much larger. 
Upon this our Spanifh friend, whom I mentioned 
above, addreffing himfelf to my mother and me 
with great warmth and earneftneis: 4f your bra- 
ther and your uncle, faid he, is fafe, be certainly 
wifhes you. may befo too, but if be perifhed, tt was 
bis defire, no doubt, that you might both furvive 
bim: W by therefore do you delay your efcape a mo- 
ment 2 We could never think of our own fafety, 

IO we 
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we replied, while we were uncertain of his. Here- 
upon our friend left us, and withdrew from the 
danger with the utmoft precipitation. Soon after- 
wards, the cloud feemed to defcend, and cover 
the whole ocean; as indeed, it entirely hid the 
iland of- Caprea, and the promontory of Mı- 
{enum. My mother conjured me to make 
my efcape at any rate, which as I was young lI 
might eafily effect ; as for herfelf, fhe faid, her 
age and corpulency rendered all attempts of 
that fort impoffible ; however fhe would willingly 
meet death, if fhe could have the fatisfaction of 
feeing that fhe was not the occafion of mine. 
But I abfolutely refufed to leave her, and taking 
her by the hand I led her on: fhe complied 
with great reluctance, and not without many re- 
proaches to herfelf for retarding my flight. “he 
afhes now began to fall upon us, tho’ in no great 
quantity. I turned my head, and obferved be- 
hind us a thick fmoke, which came rolling after 
us like a torrent. I propofed, while we had yet 
any light, to turn out of the high road, left fhe 
fhould be preffed to death in the dark, by the 
crowd that followed us. We had fcarcely ftepped 
out of the path, when ddrknefs over-{pread us, 
not like that of a cloudy night, or when there is 
no moon, but of a room when itis fhut up, and 
all the lights extinct. Nothing then was to be 

= 2 heard 

¢ An ifland near Naples, now called Capri. 
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heard but the fhrieks of women, the fcreams of 
children, and the cries of men; fome calling for 
their children, others for their parents, others for 
their hufbands, and only diftinguifhinge each 
other by their voices; one lamenting his own 
fate, another that of his family; fome wifhing 
to die, from the very fear of dying; fome lift- 
ing their hands to the gods; but the greater part 
imagining that the laft and eternal night was 
come, which was to deftroy both the “ gods and 
the world together. Among thefe there were fome 
who augmented the real terrors by imaginary 
ones, and made the frighted multitude falfly be- 
lieve that Mifenum was actually in flames. At 
length a glimmering light appeared, which we 
imagined to be rather the forerunner of an ap- 
proaching burít of flames, (as in truth it was) 
than the return of day; however, the fire fell at 
a diftance from us: then again we were irmrmerfed 
in thick darknefs, and a heavy fhower of afhes 
rained upon us, which we were obliged every 
now and then to fhake off, otherwife we fhould 
have been crufhed and buried in the heap. I 
might boait, that during all this fcene of horror, 
not a figh, or expreffion of fear, efcaped from me, 

had 


4 The Stoic Epicurean Philofophers held, that the world 
was to be deftroyed by fire, and all things fall again into ori- 
ginal chaos ; not excepting even the national gods themfelves 
from the deftruction of this general conflagration. 
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had not my fupport been founded in that mife- 
rable, though ftrong confolation, that all mankind 
were involved in the fame calamity, and that I 
imagined I was perifhing with the world irfelf. 
At laft this dreadful darknefs was diffipated by 
degrees, like a cloud or fmoke; the real day re- 
turned, and even the fun appeared, tho” very 
fajntly, and as when an eclipfe is coming on. 
Every object that prefented itfelf to our eyes 
(which were extremely weakened) feemed changed, 
being covered over with white © afhes, as with 
a deep fnow. We returned to Mifenum, where 
we refrefhed ourfelves as well as we could, and 
paffed an anxious night between hope and fear; 
tho’ indeed, with a much larger fhare of the lat- 
ter: for, the earth ftill continued to fhake, while 
feveral enthufiaftic perfons ran wildly among the 
people, throwing out terrifying predictions, and 
making a kind of frantic fport of their own and 
their friends wretched fituation. Hiowever, my 
mother and I, notwithftanding the danger we had 
paffed, and that which ftill threatened us, had no 
thoughts of leaving Mifenum, till we fhould re- 

ceive fome account of my uncle. 
And now, you will read this narrative without 
any view of inferting it in your hiftory, of 
xX 3 which 


€e Mr. Addifon in his account of mount Vefuvio obfervesy 
that the air of the place is fo very much impregnated with 
falt-petre, that one can fcarce find a ftone which has not the 
Jesii white with it. Travels, 152. 
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which it is by no means worthy ; and indeed you 
muft impute it to your own requeft, if it fhould 
appear not to deferve even the trouble of a letter. 


Farewel. 





LETTER XXI. Fo CANINIUS: 


HO’ I acknowledge myfelf an admirer of 
the ancients, yet I am very far from de- 
fpifing, as fome affect, the genius of the mo- 
derns; nor can I fuppofe, that nature in thefe 
latter ages is fo worn out, as to be incapable of 
any valuable production. On the contrary, I have 
lately had the pleafure of hearing Verginius Ro- 
manus read to a few felect friends, a Comedy fo 


happily formed in the {pirit of the ancients, that 
it may one day ferve itfelf for a model. I know 
























not whether he is in the number of your acquain-— 





riety of his productions. He has written fome 
very agreeable piects of the buriefque kind in 
lambics, with much delicacy, wit, and humour, and 
¥ will add too, even eloquence ; for every {fpecies 
of compofition, which is perfect in its kind, 
may with propriety be termed eloquent. He 
has alfo compofed fome Comedies after the man- 


ner of Menander and other approved authors 
of 
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of that age, which deferve to be ranked with 
thofe of Plautus and Terence. He has now, for 
the firft time, attempted the f ancient Comedy, 
but in fuch a manner, as to fhew he is a perfeét 
matter in this way. Strength and majefty, deli- 
cacy and foftnefs, elegance and wit, are the dif- 
tuinguifhing graces of this performance. Hie places 
virtuous characters in the moft amiable point of 
view, and expofes vicious ones with the warmeft 
indignation: whenever he makes ufe of feigned 
names it is with great propriety, as he emplovs 
real ones with equal juftnefs. In refpecét only 
to myfelf, I fhould fay he has erred thro’ an excefs 
of friendfhip, if I did not know that fiction is 
the privilege of poets. In a word, I will infift 
upon his letting me have the copy, that I may 
fend it to you for your perufal, or rather that you 
may get it by heart; for I am weil perfuaded 
when you have once taken it up, you will not eafily 
lay it afide. Farewel. 


X 4 LETO- 


























f With regard to the various changes and revolutions which 
the Grecian Comedy had undergone, it was diftinguifhed into 
three kinds, viz. the azcient, which was founded upon real 
facts, and perfons pointed out by their proper names ; the mid- 
dle, where the fubje& was real, but the names fictitious ; the 
new, wherein both the names and the action are imaginary. 
Of the frff model was Ariftophanes; upon whofe general man- 
ner, it is probable, Romanus formed his Comedy here men- 
tioned ; but as he appears to have introduced both true and 
invented names in the drama in queftion, it feems to have been 
of the mixed kind. 
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LETTER XXII. Zo Trro. 


W affair has lately been tranfacted here, which 
A nearly concerns thofe who fhall hereafter 
be appointed governors of provinces, as well as 
every man who too incautioufly trufts his friends- 
Luftricus Bruttianus having detected his lieute- 
nant Montanus Atticinus in feveral flagrant 
crimes, accufed him to the emperor. Attici- 
nus, on the other hand, added to his guilt by 
commencing a groundlefs profecution againft the 
friend whofe confidence he had abufed. Hits in- 
formation was received, and I was one of the 
affeffors at this trial. Both parties pleaded their 
own caufe, and in a fummary way confined them- 
felves clofely to the articles of the charge: a me- 
thod by much the fhorteft of difcovering the 
truth. Bruttianus, asa proof of the undeferved 
confidence he had repofed in his friend, and that 
nothing but abfolute neceffity could have extoarted 
from him this complaint, produced his will, 
all in the hand-writing of Atticinus. He then 
proceeded to open his charge, and clearly proved 
him guilty of the moft infamous conduct. Atti- 
cinus, after fome vain efforts to juftify himfelf, re- 
tired; but his defence appeared as weak, as his 
accufation was wicked. It was proved that he had 
bribed a Mave belonging to the fecretary of Brutti- 

anus, 
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anus, and by that means got into his poffeffion his 
regifter-book, which he erafed, and then made 
this his villainous act the foundation of a charge 
againft his friend. “The emperor’s conduét in this 
trial was extremely noble: without collecting the 
voiees with refpeét to Bruttianus, he proceeded im- 
mediately to take them only in relation to Attici- 
nus, who was accordingly condemned to banifh- 
ment. Bruttianus was acquitted not only with a 
very full and honourable teftimony of his integrity, 
but with the credit of having behaved in this affair 
with great firmnefs. And indeed, after having 
yindicated his own character in few words, he 
fupported his charge againft Atticinus with much 
{pirit, and approved himfelf no lefs a man of for- 
tirude than of worth and honefty. I fend you this 
account not only as a caution for your behaviour 
in the government you have obtained, and asa 
hint to depend upon yourfelf as much as poffible, 
without relying too far upon your friends; but that 
you may be affured, if you fhould happen to be 
impofed upon in the execution of your office 
(which Heaven avert) you will readily meet 
with juftice here. However, that you may ftand 
in no need of it, let me entreat you to exert 
the utmoft circumfpection and vigilance; for the 
fatisfaction of being redrefiecd, cannot compen- 
fate the mortiScation of having been deceived 
Farewel. 
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LETTER XXIII. To TRIARIUS. 


Confent to undertake the caufe which you fo 

earneftly recommend to me; but glorious, 
and honourable as it may be, I will not be your 
counfel without a fee. Is it poffible, you will fay, 
that my friend Pliny fhould be fo mercenary? In 
truth it is; and I infift upon a reward which will 
do me more honour than the moft difinterefted pa- 
tronage. I requeft you then, and indeed I make 
ita ‘previous condition, that Cremutius Rufo may 











man, it is certainly to Rufo, not only upon account 
of his family, but his warm affection to me; and it 
would afford me a very fingular fatisfaction to have 
an opportunity of feeing him draw the attention of 
the audience in the fame court and the fame caufe 
with myfelf. This I now afk as an obligation to 
me; but when he has pleaded in your caufe, you 
will efteem it as a favcur done to you: far, I will 
be anfwerable that he fhall acquit himfelf in a man- 
ner equal to your wifhes, as well as to my hopes 


amd the importance of the trial. He isa youth 
of 
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of a moit excellent difpofition, and when once I 
fhall have produced his merit to public obfer- 


vation, we fhall foon fee him exert the fame ge- 
nerous office in bringing forward the talents of 


others ; as indeed no man without the fupport and 


encouragem 















LETTER XXIV. Zo MackER. 


OW much does the fame of human actions 

depend upon the ftation of thofe who per- 
form them! The very fame conduct fhall be ei- 
ther greatly magnified, or entirely overlooked, as 
it happens to proceed from a perfon of confpicu- 


ous or obfcure ftation. I was failing lately upon 
our ° lake, with an old man of my acquaintance, 


who defired me to obferve a villa fituated upon its 
banks, which had a chamber hanging over the 
From that room, faid he, a woman of our 


city threw herfelf and her hufband. Upon enquir- 
ing into the caufe, he informed me, “< That her 


<< hufband having been long afflicted with an ulcer 
« in thofe parts which modefty conceals, fhe pre- 
<< yvailed with him at laft to let her infpect the 
< fore, affuring him at the fame time, that fhe 

« would 

































2 The lake Larius. 
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<< would moft fincerely give him her opinion whe- 
«< ther there was a poffibility of its being cured- 
<< Accordingly upon viewing the ulcer, fhe found 
< there were no hopes, and therefore advifed him to 
< put an end to his life : to which fhe not only en- 
«e couraged him by her example, but was actually 
the means of his death; for tying herfelf to her 
<< hufband, fhe plunged with him into the lake.” 
Tho’ this happened in the very city where I was 
born, I never heard it mentioned before; and yet 
that this action is lefs taken notice of than that 
famous one of Arria’s », is not becaufe it was lefs 
remarkable, but becaufe the perfon who performed, 
it was of inferior rank. Farewel. 











LETTER XXV. To H IısPpPanus. 


OU inform me, that Robuftus, 2 Roman 
knight of great diftinction, acccompanied 
my fricnd Attilius Scaurus as far as ^ Ocriculum, 
but has never been heard of fince. In compli- 
ance, therefore, with your defire, I fhall fend for 
Scaurus in order to fee if he can give us any 
light in tracing him; tho’ I fear, indeed, it 
will be to no purpofe. I fufpeé an accident of 
the fame unaccountabie kind has attended Robuf- 
tus, as formerly happened to my towniman Me- 
tilius 














b See an account of her, B. 3. Let. 16. 
a Now Otricoli, in Ombria or the duchy of Spoleto. 
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tilius Crifpus. I procured a company for him in 
the army, and gave him when he fet out 40,000 
> fefterces for his equipage: but I never received 
any letter from him afterwards, or could learn 
what became of him. Whether he was murdered 
by his fervants, or together with them, is uncer- 
tain; however, neither he nor they ever appeared 
more. I wifh we may not find it thus with refpeét 
to Robuftus; neverthelefs I will fend for Scaurus. 
I cannot refufe this either to your generous requeft, 
or the very laudable entreaties of that moft excel- 
lent youth his fon, who difcovers as much good 
fenfe in the method, as he does filial affection in 
the zeal of his enquiry: and may we have the 
fame fuccefs in finding his father, as he has 
had in difcovering the perfon that accompanied 
him! Farewel. 





LETTER XXVI. To SERVIANUS. 


AM extremely rejoiced to hear, that you de- 
fign your daughter for Fufcus Salinator, and 
congratulate you upon it. His family is ° Patri- 
cian, and both his father and mother are perfons 
of the moft exalted merit. As for himfelf, he is 
{tudious, learned and eloquent, and with all the 





Innocence 


a About 3201. Some editions read it 400,000 felierces, 
which is about 3200]. of our money. 
‘Thofe families were itiled patrician, whofe anccftore had 
been members of the fenate in the earlicit times of the reta 
or coenfular government. 
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innocence of a child, unites the fprightlinefs of 
youth to the wifdom of age. I am not, believe me, 
deceived by my affection, when J give him this 
charatter ; for tho’ I love him beyond meafure, 
(as his friendfhip and efteem for me well deferve) 


yet partiality has no fhare in my judgment; on 
the contrary, the ftronger my fondnefs of him 
is, the more rigoroufly I weigh his merit. I 
will venture then to affure you (and I fpeak it 
upon my own experience ) you could not have 


























SEVERUS. 





LETTER XXVII. To 


OU dere me to confider what turn you 

fhould give to your fpeech 1n honour of the 
emperor, upon your being appointed conful * elect. 
It is much eafier, amidft that variety of topics 
which 





















a The confuls, tho” they where chofen in Auguft, did not 





emperor, by whofe appointment, after the diffolacion of the 
repablican government, they were chofen. 
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> abun- 


which the virtues of this illuftrious prince 
dantly fupply, to find materials for encomium, 
than to felect them. However, I will fend you 
my opinion, or (what I rather choofe) I will give 
them to you in perfon, after having laid before 
you the difficulties which occur to me. I am 
doubtful then whether I fhould advife you to pur- 
fue the method, which I obferved myfclf on the 
fame occafion. When I was coníul ecleét, I avoid- 
ed running into the ufual ftrain of compliment, 
which however far (as far certainly it would have 
been) from adulation, might yet bear the fem- 
blance of it. Not that I affected an uncommon 
fpirit of freedom; but as well knowing the fen- 
timents of our amiable prince, and being tho- 
roughly perfuaded, that the higheft eulogy I could 
offer to him, would be to fhew the world I was 
under no neceffity of paying him any. When I 
refieéted what unbounded praifes had been heaped 
upon the very worft of his predeceffors, nothing, 
I thought, could more diftinguifh a prince of 
his real virtues, from thofe infamous emperors, 
than to addrefs him in a different manner. And 
this I thought proper to obferve in my {fpeech, 
left it might be fufpeéted I paffed over- his glo- 
rious acts, not out of judgment, but inattention. 
Such was the method I then obferved; but I 
am fenfible that the fame meatfures are neither 
agree 








> ‘Trajan. 
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agreeable, nor indeed expedient to every man alike. 
Befides, the propriety of a certatn mode of aét- 
ing depends not only upon perfons, but time and 
circumftances ; and as the late enterprize of our 
Wluftrious Prince affords materiais for panegyric, no 
lefs juft than recent and glorious, I doubt (as ł 
faid before) whether I fhould perfuade you in 
the prefent inftance to adopt the fame plan as I did 
myfelf. In this however, I am clear, that it was 
proper to offer it to your confideration. Farewel 






LETTER XXVIII. Zo QUADRATUS. 





Wes not ignorant of the reafon which prevent- 
ed your coming into Campania to receive me. 
But abfent, as you were, might I have judged by 
the vaft quantity of provifions of all forts, with 
which I was fupplied by your orders, I fhould 
have imagined you had conveyed yourfelf hither 
with your whole magazine of good fare. I muft 
own I was fo arrant a clown, as to take all that 
was offered me ; however it was in compliance with 
the folicitations of your people, and fearing you 
would chide both them and me if I refufed. Burt 
for the future, if you will not obferve fome meafure, 
I muft. And accordingly I affured your fervants, 
if ever they brought me fuch profufion again, 
I would abfolutely returnthe whole. You will rell 


me, 
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me, I know, that I fhould confider every thing 


belonging to you, as entirely mine. I am extreme- 
ly fenfible that I ought; and therefore I would ufe 
them with the fame moderation as my own. 
Farewel. | 














LETTER XXIX. To QUADRATUS. 


Vidius Quietus, whofe affection, and (which 
A I equally valued) whofe approbation I had 
the happinefs to enjoy, ufed frequently to cite 
this maxim, among many others, of his friend 
Thrafea’s: That ** there are three fort of caufes 
<< which it becomes a man of honour to under- 
<< take; thofe of our friends, thofe of the poor, and 
< thofe which relate to public example.” Why 
we fhould engage in the caufe of our friends 
requires no explanation ; but to defend the caufe 
of the poor fhews both a firm and humane heart ; 
as to rife in caufes of the exemplary kind, is a 
proof of being a¢tuated by a principle of public 
virtue ; nothing being of more confequence to 
fociety than whether a good or an evil precedent 
prevails. To thefe caufes I will add (perhaps in 
the fpirit of ambition, however I will venture to 
add) thofe alfo of a public nature which are ren- 
dered confpicuous by the fplendid rank of the 
perfon arraigned ; for it is reafonable, no doubr, 
that the honour which is derived to the orator 
own reputation by appearing as an advocate in 
VoL. I. Z impeachments 
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impeachments of that kind, fhould fometimes en- 
ter into his motives for vindicating the conduét of 
an illuftrious client. ‘Thefe are the limits (fince 
you require my fentiments) which I would pre- 
fcribe to a young man of your refpectable {ftation 
and modeft virtues. 

For the reft, praétice, I know, is generally 
deemed, and in faét is, the beft mafter in the art 
of pleading: and I have feen many who with 
moderate parts, and no erudition, have, by that 
fingle advantage, made a good figure. Never- 
thelefs, the obfervation of Pollio (or at leait what 
T have been told was his) is certainly true, as Í 
know by experience; ‘* By being an able advo- 
<< cate,” faid he, “€ I obtained much practice; 
“<< as, on the other hand, much practice rendered 
<< mea lefs able advocate.’” The reafon is, that 
a talent for oratory, by being too repeatedly ex- 
ercifed, fGnks into a mere mechanical habit; and 
the frequent pleader, inftead of a juft confidence 
in his powers, is apt to fall into a carelefs re- 
liance upon the ftrength of them. Nor is the 
being accuftomed to public fpeaking, a circum- 
ftance abfolutely neceffary in order to acquire a 
reputation of eloquefice: the great modefty of 
Ifocrates, which, together with the weaknefs of 
his võite, prevented him from appearing at the 
bar, did not obítrućt his attaining the character 
of a confummate orator. 
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Tet me farther recommend it to you, to read 
and compofe, and meditate much, that you may 
always poffefs a fund of fuitable matter, when you 
choofe to appear as an advocate in the courts of 
juftice ; and it never will be your choice, I am 
confident, but when it becomes you to act in that 
character: a reftriétion which I have always laid 
down to myfelf. I muft confefs, however, that I 
have been concerned in fome caufes, not fo much 
from choice as neceffity : and to comply with ne- 
ceffity is, in fome degree, to comply with reafon. 
The fact is, I have occafionally been appointed 
counfel by the fenate ; but it was in caufes which 
fell within “Thrafea’s third rule, that is, of the ex- 
emplary kind. I was advocate for the pro- 
vince of Becetica, againft Babius Mafia; where 
the queftion being, whether they fhould be al- 
lowed to profecute him, it paffed in the afirma-— 
tive. I appeared for them a {fecond time againít 
Ceecilius Clafficus; and the point in debate was, 
whether the provincial officers who acted under 
him in his proconfulfhip, fhould be deemed 
accomplices ? It was determined they fhould ; 
and they were punifhed accordingly. I was 
counfel againft Marius Prifcus, who having 
been convićted of bribery, endeavoured to take 
advantage of the lenity of the law in that Cafe, 
the penalty of which was by no means adequate 
to his enormous guilt: but he was fentenced to 

a2 banifh- 
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banifhment. I defended Julius Baffus in an affair 
in which he had acted imprudently, ’tis true, but net 
in the Jeaft with any ill intention: the matter was 
referred to the ordinary judges, and he was per- 
mitted in the mean while to retain his feat in the 
fenate. I pleaded likewife not long fince, on be- 
half of Warenus, who petitioned for leave to 
furnmon witneffes on his part; which was granted 
him. And now I will only wifh, that I may, 
for the future, be enjoined to plead fuch caufes 


by authority, in which it would become me to ap- 
pear by choice. Farewel. 








LETTER AAAS Zo 





FABATUS. 


E have the higheft reafon, moft certainly, 

to celebrate your birth-day as our own, 
fince the felicity of ours is derived from you, to 
whofe kind attentions it is owing, that we are gay 
here, and at our eafe in Rome *.—Your Camiul- 
lian © villa in Campania has fuffered by the injuries 
of time, and is falling into decay; however, the 
moft valuable parts of the building either remain 
entire, or are but {lightly damaged, and I wait 
here to fee it put into thorough repair. — 





a There is great obfcurity in the beginning of this letter, 
which ncne of the commentetors have been able fuficiently to 
eoligh The difnculty arifes from its cvidently referrin 

certain a.ticles in a letter which ifabatus, the grandfather of 
Calphurnia, Piiny’s wife, had written to him, the purport of 
which can only be guefied. 

> Sọ called, becauteit former]yv balcnzed to Oamiullus. 
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Tho’ I flatter myfelf I have many friends, yet 
{carce any, I doubt, of the fort you enquire 
after, and which the affair you mention demands. 
All mine lie among thofe whofe employments en- 
gage them in town; whereas the conduct of coun- 
try bufinefs requires a perfon of a robuft conftitu- 
tion, and enured to labour, who will not look upon 
the office as mean, and can fubmit to a ‘* di:cary 
life. The opinion you have of Rufus is fuitable to 
one who was diftinguifhed by the friendfhip of 
your fon; but of what fervice he can be to us up- 
on this occafion, I know not; tho’ I am well per- 
fuaded he will rejoice to have it in his power to 
render us any. Farewel. 





LETTER XXXI. Fo CorNELIANUS. 


Received lately the moft exquifite fatisfaction at 

a Centumceellz, (as it is now called) being 
fummoned thither to Council by Cæfar”. Could 
any thing indeed afford a higher gratification, than 
to behold the emperor diiplaying not only his affa- 
bility but his juftice, and his wifdom, even in 
retirement, where thofe virtues are moft obfervable ? 
Various were the matters brought in queftion before 
him, and which proved, in fo many CMfferent in- 
{tances, the eminent abilities of the judge. The af- 

Z 3 fai 


a Suppofed to be Civita Vecchia. 
b "Trajan. | 
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fair of Claudius Arifton came on firt. He is an 
E.phefian nobleman, of great munificence and un- 
ambitious popularity; whofe virtues having render- 
ed him obnoxious to a fet of people of far different 
characters, they had fpirited up an informer againít 
him, of the fame infamous ftamp with them- 
felves: but he was honourably acquitted. The 
next day the charge againft Gallita, accufed of 
adultery, was heard. Her hufband, who, is a 
military tribune, was upon the point of offering 
himfelf as a candidate for certain honours at Rome ; 
but fhe had difgraced both him and herfelf by an 
intrigue with a ‘* centurion. The hufband in- 
formed the conful’s lieutenant, who wrote to the 
emperor concerning it. Czfar, having examined 
the proofs, broke the centurion, and fentenced 
him to banifhment, It remained that fome pu- 
mifhment fhould be inflicted likewife upon the 
other party, as it is a crime of which both muft 
meceffarily be equally guilty. But the hufband’s 
affection for his wife inclined him to drop that 
part of the profecution, not without fome fufpi- 
cion of connivance; for he continued to live with 
her even after he had commenced this profecution, 
contenting himfelf, its fhould feem, with having 
removed his rival. But he was ordered to pro- 
ceed in tne fuit; and tho’ he complied with great 

reluctance, 


























€ An officer in the Roman legions, fomewhat rcfembling 
a captain in our comparics. 
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reluctance, it was neceflary, neverthelefs, that fhe 
fhould be condemned. Accordingly fhe was fen- 
tenced to the punifhment ordained by the ê Julian 
law. The ernperor thought proper to {fpecify, 
in his decree, the name and office of the cen- 
turion, that it might appear he paffed it in vir- 
tue of military difcipline; left it fhould be 
imagined he claimed a particular cognizance 
in every caufe of the fame nature. ‘The third day 
was employed in examining into an affair which 
had occafioned much and various {fpeculation, 
relating to the will of Julius Tiro, part of which 
was plainly genuine, the other part, it was al- 
ledged, was forged. The perfons accufed of 
this fraud were Sempronius Senecio, a Roman 
knight, and Eurythmus, Czfar’s freed-man and 
€ procurator. ‘The heirs jointly petitioned the em- 
peror, when he was in f Dacia, that he would re- 
ferve to himfelf the trial of this caufe; to which 
he confented. At his return from that expedi- 
tion. he appointed a day for the hearing; and 
when fome of the heirs, as in refpe¢ct to Eu- 
rythmus, offered to withdraw the fuit, the em- 
peror nobly replied, He is not Polycletus * nor am 

ln 4 T Nero, 





























@ This law was made by Auguftus Cæfar 5; Uut it no where 
clearly appears what was the peculiar punifhmentyg¢ inflicted. 

e An otħcer employed by the emperor ta receive and re 
gulate the public revenue in the Province. _ 

f Comprehending ‘l'ranfylvania, Moldavia, and Walachia, 

$ Polvcletus was a frecd-man, and great favourite of Nero, 
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I Nero. However he indulged the petitioners 


with an adjournment; and the time being expired, 
he now fat to hear the caufe. Two of the heirs 
appeared, and defired, that either their whole num- 
ber might be compelled to plead, as they had all 
joined in the information, or that they alfo might 
have leave to defift. Cæfar delivered his fentiments 
with great dignity and temper; and when the coun- 
felon the part of Senecio and Eurythmus faid, that 
unlefs they were heard in defence of their clients the 
latter would remain under the fufpicion of guilt; Z 
am not concerned, replied the emperor, what fufpicions 
they may hie under, “tis I that am _ {ufpeéfted; and then 
turning to us who were of the council, Advife me, 
faid he, bow to a& in this affair, for you fee they 
complain that I do not give them leave to withdraw 
their fuit. At length, by the advice of the Council, 
he ordered notice to be given to the heirs, that they 
fhould either go on with the caufe, or each of them 
juftify their reafons for withdrawing the charge ; 
otherwife that he would pafs fentence upon them 
as * calumniators. 

Thus you fee in what honourable and important 
occupations we employed our time at Centumcellz; 
which 

b Memmius cr Rhemmiuus (the critics are not agreed which) 
was author c a law, by which it was enatted, That whofoever 
was cc 1ctem `f calumny and falfe accufation, fhould be ftig- 
smatrzed with a merk inhi forehead: and by the law of the 
twelves tables, Falie érs were to fuffer the fame punaifh- 


meng as would have been inflicted upon the perfon unjutly ace 
cufed, if the crime had been proved. 
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which however was intermixed with diverfions of the 
moft agreeable kind. "We were every day invited 
to Czfar’s table, which, for fo great a prince, 
was fpread with much plainnefs and fimplicity- 
‘There we were entertained either with interludes, 
or paffied the night in the moft pleafing conver- 
fation. When we took our leave of the Emperor, 
he fent each of us prefents; fo ftudious is he, 
upon all occafions, to indulge the benevolence 
of his heart! As for myfelf, I was not only 
charmed with the dignity and wifdom of the 
judge, the honour done to his council, the eafe 
and unreferved freedom of the converfation, but alfo 
with the agreeable firuation of the place. This 
delightful villa is furrounded by the moft verdant 
meadows, and commands a fine view of the fea, 
which flows into a fpacious harbour in the form 
of an amphitheatre. The left-hand of this port 
is defended by exceeding ftrong works, as they 
are now actually employed in carrying on the 
fame on the oppofite fde. An artificial ifland, 
which is rifing in the mouth of the haven, will 
break the force of the waves, and afford a 
fafe paflage to fhips on each fide. In the con- 
ftruction of this wonderful inftance pf art, ftones 
of a moft enormous fize are tranfpprted hither 
in a large fort of pontoons, and bring piled 
one upon the other, are fixeil by thou own weight, 
gradually accumulating in the manner, as it were, 
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of a natural mound. It already lifts its rocky back 
above the ocean, while the waves which beat upon 
it, beine toffed to an immenfe height, foam with 
a prodigious noife, and whiten all the fea around. 
To thefe ftones are added large blocks, which, 
when the whole fhall be compleated, will give it the 
appearance of an ifland juft emerged from the ocean. 
‘This haven is to be called by the name of its great 
founder ‘, and will prove of infinite benefit, by 
affording a very fecure retreat to fhips on that ex- 
tenfive and dangerous coaft. Farewel. 























LETTER XXXII. 


H O” your defires, I know, are extremely 
moderate, and the education which your 
daughter * has received, is fuitable to your for- 
tune, and that of Tutilius her grandfather; yet as 
fhe 


Jo QUINTILIAN. 











4 Trajan- 
2 This letter has been generally fuppofed to be addrefied 
to the famous Quinétilian, author of that excellent treatife 
upon oratory, which i ftill extant. But there are very ttrong 
reafons to believe, that either there is fome error in the title, 
or that it is addreffed to another perfon of the fame name. 
QuinGilian in the opening of his fixth B. de Inft. Orat. takes 
occafion to mention his family, where he is lamenting to his 
friend Victcrius the lofs of his eldeft fon, which had juft then 
happened. He t3kes motice at the fame time of the deaths of 
his wife and yaunger fon; and after fome very pathetic re- 
fleGions, clo@ the whole with this obfervation: Nos miferi, 
ficut faculta , patrimon piri, ita hoc opus aliis paramus, aliis 
relia wr. Wis preface may be confidered then as the re- 
gifter of his famity E t ~’ does not give the leaft hint of a 
daughter: which feems® jacult to be accounted for upon any 
other re2fon than that he neve had one. Forif fhe was e itis 
ighly 
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fhe is going to be married to a perfon of fo great 
diftinétion as Nonius Celer, whofe ftation requires 
a certain fplendid mode of living, it will be necef- 
fary to confider the rank of her hufband in her 
cloaths and equipage: circumftances which tho’ they 
do not augment real dignity, yet certainly adorn 
and grace it. But as I am fenfible your revenue is 
not equal to the greatnefs of your mind, I claim 
to myfelf a part of your expence, and like another 
father, prefent the young lady with fifty thoufand 
fefterces °". The fum fhould be larger, but that I 
am well perfuaded the fmalinefs of the prefent, is 
the only confideration that can prevail with your 
modefty not to refufe it. Farewel. 































LETTER XXXIII. Fo ROMANUS. 


F HRON, throw your tafks afide, tbe fovercign 
Jaida ~“: 

Thus whether you are engaged in reading or writ- 

ing, away with your books and papers, and take 

up my divine oration, as thoíè Cyclops did the 


arirs 




















highly natural to imagine he would have deplored the lofs of 
her among that of the reft of his children. If The was living, 
how could he lament the neceflity af leaving his patrimony to 
Strangers? or if fhe was unworthy of his tend e{s, why does 
he not complain of that unhappine mong his other misfor- 
tunes ? Vid. Tradud&. de Quinét. pp Abbe the 
preface. | 

> About 400 l. of our money 

a Æn. 8. Pitt’s Tranf. the of Vulcan to his 
clops, when he directs them to prepare arms for J/=ncazg 
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arms of Æneas. Now tell me, could I introduce 
my fpeech to you with an air of more importance ? 
But in good earneft, I put it into your hands as 
the beft of my performances >; for it is myfelf 
only that I pretend to rival. It was fpoken in de- 
fence of Accia Variola; and the dignity of the 
perfon interefted, together with the fingularity 
of the occafion, and the majefty of the tribunal, 
confpired to render it extremcly remarkable. Fi- 
gure to yourfelf a lady ennobled, not only by her 
birth but her marriage to a perfon of Prztorian 
rank, difinherited by her father, and fuing for her 
patrimony in the centumviral court, within eleven 
days after this old man, feized with a fit of love 
at fourfcore years of age, had introduced a mo- 
ther-in-law to his daughter. Imagine the foleim-— 
nity of a court of juftice, compofed of one hun- 
dred and eighty judges, (for that is the number 
of which it confifts) ; friends innumerable at- 
tending on both parties ; the benches infinitely 
thronged, and a wide circle of people encompaf- 
fing the judges, at the fame time that numbers 
preffed round the tribunal; even the very galleries 
lined with men and women, hanging over with 


the greateft e rneftnefs, (who though they might 





















fee tolerabi > well, wit was fcarce pomfble tor 
them *& a thd ;) reprefent to yourtfelf, 
in 

b Sidonius Apollinaris that Pliny acquired more honour 


by this fpeech, even than By his incomparabie panegyric 
upon Trajan. 
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in fhort, fathers, daughters, and mothers-in-law, 
all warmly interefting themfelves in the event of 
this important trial. The opinions of the judges 
were divided, two of the courts being for us, 
and two againft us. It is fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame queftion debated before the fame 
judges, and pleaded by the fame advocates, and 
at the fame time, fhould happen to receive fo 
different a decifion, that one would almoft ima- 
gine it was more than accident *. However, im 
the fanal event, the mother-in-law, who claimed 
under the will a faxth part of the inheritance, loft 
her caufe. Suberinus ê was alfo excluded his pre- 
tenfions ; who tho’ he had been difinherited by his 
father, and had not dared to vindicate his own pa- 
trimony, had yet the fingular affurance to claim the 
effects of his father-1n-law. 

I have been thus particular in giving you 2 
detail of the circumftances which attended this 
caufe, not only that my letter might inform you 
of what you could not learn by my fpeech; but 
alfo (for I will honeftly conrefs the artifice) in order 
to your reading it with more pleafure, by being 
thus 








































e It fhou'd feem by this pafiage, that he Centumviral 
Court (confitting of 140 judges), ‘as divide into 4 claffes, 
each clafs fitting in their juridica, ovacity, ashe bench, 
at the fame time; and that wher re que“ h conce ed the 
validity of a teitamentary dev. claffes were equally 
divided in opinion, the claimantu T the will loft the legacy. 

d ‘This Subezrinus (the commentators fuppofe) was Ton to 
the wom2n whom Accia’s father had a in his old age. 
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thus introduced, as it were, into the audience. 
Complicated as this pleading is, I do not defpair of 
its recommending itfelf to you, as much as if it 
had the grace of brevity. The abundance of mat- 
ter ; the juft order in which it is arranged ; the little 
narratives that are interfperfed throughout ; to- 
gether with the feveral kinds of ftile which diverfify 
the compofition ; will always give it an air of no- 
velty. I will even venture to fay to you (what 
I durft not to any one elfe) that a fpirit of 
animated and fublime eloquence breaks out in 
many parts of it; as in others it affurmes the clofe 
and argumentative manner. I was frequently 
obliged to intermix dry computations with the 
elevated and pathetic, and to defcend from the 
orator almoft to the accountant; fo that you will 
fometimes imagine the fcene was changed from the 
folemnity of the centumviral tribunal, to the fa- 
miliarity of a private confultation. I gave a loofe 
to my indignation, my refentment, and my com- 
paffion ; and in fteering thro’ this illuftrious caufe, 
was governed by turns with every varying guft of 
the pafMfions. In a word, my particular friends 
look upon this fpecch (and I will venture to re- 
peat it again as my beft performance, efteeming 
it the € Cte/přen of my orations: whether with 
reafon gn ept, you will eafily judge, who have 

them 





























e An oration of Demoff enes in defence of. Ctefiphon 
efteemed the bef of that nobh= orator s {fpeeches. j 
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them all fo perfectly in your memory, as to be 
able while you are reading it to make the com- 
parifon, without the trouble of turning to my 
former fpeeches. Farewel. 








LETTER XXXIV. Zo Maximus, 








Y O U were perfećtly in the right to promife a 
combat of gladiators to our good friends 
the citizens of Verona*; not only as they have 
long diftinguifhed you with their peculiar efteem 
and veneration, but as it was from that city you 
received the amiable object of your moft tender 
affection, your late excellent wife. And fince you 
owed fome honourable monument or public repre- 
fentation to her memory, what other fpectacle could 
you have exhibited more proper to the ” occafion & 
Befides, you were fo unanimoufly requefted by the 
corporation, that to have refufed, would have had 
the appearance rather of obftinacy than firmnefs. 
The readinefs with which yau granted their petition, 
and 


























e In the territories of the republic of Venice. 

b It was an opinion which unhappily prevailed in the an- 
cient pagan world, that the ghofts of the da:eafed were ren- 
dered propitious by human blood. This abfurd nd cruel notion 
gave rife to thefe barbarous gladia al comba which at firt 
were only exhibited at funeral of ies, a nont Witt cri- 
minals were appointed to thofd rtal encounters. But in 
procefs of time they became pa BF the public entertain- 
ments and.perfons were trained up to the fole purpofe of thefe 
inhuman fhews. 
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and the € magnificent manner in which you executed 
the objeét of it, is much to your honour ; for a great- 
nefs of foul is feen in thefe finaller inftances, as 
well as in matters of higher moment. I am forry 
the African panthers, which you had largely pro- 
vided for this purpofe, did not arrive time enough ; 
but tho” they were delayed by the tempeftuous 
feafon, the obligation to you is equally the fame, 
fance it was not your fault that they were not ex- 


hibited. Farewell. 


€ Khe amphitheatre in which thefe fhews were exhibited, 
$s ftill to be feen in Verona, the infide whereof is the moft entire 
ofany now in being. It is computed to have been fufficiently 
ious to contain upwards of three-and-twenty thoufand 
pectators to fit commodionufly. Wad. Wright’s Travels. 










































